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Contribution from the Conference 

of Atlantic Arc Cities 

On Multi-level Governance 

 

The Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities (CAAC) welcomes the publication by the Committee 

of the Regions on the White Paper on multi-level governance. The CAAC currently brings together 

more than 30 cities and networks of cities of the European Atlantic seaboard. Our network intends 

to give Atlantic cities and cities in general a voice in Europe by promoting their interests, in order 

to favour a balanced and polycentric organisation of the European territory. 

For the Atlantic cities, the proposals put forward in the White Paper on multi-level governance should 

help:  

� To define a more specific, and therefore more operational concept of multi-level governance, 

in the light of the Lisbon Treaty; 

� To meet the requests made by all regional and local authorities and their associations, concerning 

the implementation of a new European governance, through reinforcing their participation in first 

discussing, and then formulating European policies in partnership with the new Parliament 

and new Commission. 

It is an important step forward. The CAAC wishes nonetheless to highlight certain remaining 

questions, and to make a number of observations. 

1 – Concerning the Committee of the Regions’ proposals 

The Committee of the Regions’ proposed document highlights the importance of multi-level 

governance as an aspect of European integration and also as an essential link in the process 

of globalisation. 

1. The CAAC welcomes the recognition of regional and local authorities as real partners in a dynamic 

process of development and implementation of European policies which should lead to a polycentric 

system based on the diversity of the stakeholders. 

2. For the Atlantic cities it is also essential, as mentioned in the White Paper, to stimulate the start-up 

and/or the development of multi-level consultation mechanisms in each member state in order 

to make the open method of coordination a more high-performance instrument. 

� With regards to this, multi-level governance cannot be limited to the existing structures within 

the States and at European level. On the contrary, at a time when we find ourselves faced 

with complex and multi-dimensional situations, it is necessary to establish flexible but formalised 

structures which enable wider participation. 
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3. The CAAC welcomes the initiative put forward for the development of an EU Charter for multi-

level governance, and would like to be involved in its development. Likewise, this Charter should be 

an opportunity to define specific application and implementation instruments.  

4. The definition of multi-level governance must be an instrument for sustainable and cohesive 

development of the European Union. Thus, it is consistent to think that future developments 

of this definition will be made in line with the discussions on future European policies, particularly 

with regard to the 2020 strategy and cohesion policy. 

5. The importance of the debate on the macro regions should not be reduced. Atlantic cities 

and regions recently opened discussions on the relevance of a strategy for the Atlantic area 

with a view to strengthening cooperation and developing synergies. An integrated strategy 

for the Atlantic Arc, with an urban dimension will be essential for balanced and polycentric European 

spatial planning, thanks to the promotion of the principle of territorial cohesion and the defence 

of the vital role of cities as the driving force of regional development. 

2. Concerning the role of cities 

1. Recent events bring to the fore the need to continue and step up decentralisation of the different 

policies implemented by the European Union. The cities, as the level closest to the citizens, are the first 

to feel the effects of the triple crisis - economic, climate change and social - and the first to have 

to respond to them. 

� The EU institutions need to retain the lessons learned from the crisis which prove that cohesion 

policy is fundamental to respond to outside impacts. 

� Similarly, local governments have integrated the challenges related to climate change, which are 

compounded by the economic and social situation. This is even more so the case, since policies 

on housing, transport, urban planning or economic development fall within the remit of the cities. 

This has led to the proposal for a model which takes into account urban limitations and which 

is capable of speeding up the move towards the green economy. 

� The Atlantic cities therefore reiterate their support for multi-level governance which corresponds 

to the real responsibilities of the cities and for an increasingly integrated cohesion policy to ensure 

the cohesive, balanced and competitive development of Europe as a whole.  

2. The CAAC considers that the reflections on governance are an opportunity to recognise 

the essential role played by cities as a driving force for regional development so as to consider them 

as fully-fledged stakeholders in European integration and in the preparation and implementation 

of European policies.  

3. The recognition of the role played by the cities is guaranteed, within the Committee of the Regions, 

though an active representation and participation of a number of European urban associations. 

4. For the citizens, the cities are the first point of contact with European policies. Identifying 

the citizens with the European Union is a basic issue in European integration. This identification 

is encouraged by the cities in communication and direct participation strategies. It is a question 

of reinforcing the awareness of belonging to a European area in an urban application of the principle 

of subsidiarity. 


