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Bringing forward together a common vision on EU challenges is even more important when the 
European Commission has launched, after publishing its fifth report, a dialogue about the 
Cohesion Policy and its future in the period from 2014 to 2020. The report concludes on the 
proven efficiency of the policy, concerning job creation and improving of environment and life 
quality in related territories. There are, however, also notes about necessary improvements in the 
field of collaboration among local players, the involvement and association of regional and local 
entities, the concentration of investment in more environmentally-friendly transport and the 
reform of the assessment system.  

As elected representatives, we must seize the opportunity to manifest our support for 
maintaining a European cohesion policy and the awareness on Atlantic Arc as a whole. In a 
context of world economic crisis, social and territorial cohesion topics become main issues for 
Europe. Means to be used should be developed, especially structural funds as they enable an 
undoubted leverage in the application of local policies.  

The CAAC General Assembly will be a milestone where we must mobilise. It will be also the 
occasion to reaffirm the will of local Atlantic community representatives, to become closely 
linked to the definition of national and regional frameworks and their implementation.  More 
than a will, it is a necessity if we are to bring Europe closer to citizens and addressing the issue of 
proximity. 

Social cohesion and proximity, territorial cooperation and local partnership, Atlantic Arc and 
urban dynamics are vital topics that we should defend together to build the future European 
Cohesion Policy.  

Philippe LAVAUD 

Chairman of AIRE 198 

City Council of Angoulême 

Chairman of Grand Angoulême 

Affirming the importance of territorial co-operation when implementing 

European policies, supporting the consideration of the urban dimension 

in the different structural fund programmes, debating on the future of 

the Cohesion Policy; these will be the main challenges at the next 

Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities General Assembly, to be held on 30 

June and 1 July in Niort (France). This year the General Assembly is 

being organised by the AIRE 198 network, a player and tool at the 

service of sustainable development which includes the project co-

ordinating cities and urban agglomerations of Poitou-Charentes. This 

partnership will be a chance to show the mushroom effect and the 

importance of cooperations and networks, above all in the 

implementation of European policies and the affirmation of the urban 

dimension as a true factor of development of EU.  
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Rennes and Nantes: an example of green Atlantic cities 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Cit’ergie is a label for communities (municipalities and urban districts) that wish to 
make an active contribution to improving their sustainable energy policies in 
coherence with climatic targets. It is a label for “good behaviour” that rewards the 
community’s quality management of their energy and/or climate policy for 4 years. 
In other words, Rennes and Nantes have implemented over 50% of their potential 
action in energy and climate. And that is not all – they also have 3 years to improve 
their performance and maybe become the first French cities to receive the European 
GOLD Energy Award (over 75% application). 

Donostia- San Sebastián: Innovating in the Atlantic 

 Fomento de San Sebastián has explored innovative 
sectors that have a clear link to the trends marked by the 
city. Through training experiences the local business 
network has been consolidated in fields such as 
renewable energies, audiovisual techniques, welfare and 
surfing. The idea is to facilitate the incorporation of 
participants into the labour market, starting up their own 
projects or joining a company. The first step is to make 
subjects coherent with the needs expressed by the 
business sector and then set up sectorial employment 
pools that anticipate market needs. Also to be 
mentioned, early in the year, San Sebastián has taken the 
leadership of the Know Cities project, financed by the 
Atlantic Area Programme, whose goal is to promote the 
knowledge economy in Atlantic cities. In the same way, 
the Basque city’s efforts were recently recognised by the 
European Council, which awarded Donostia the 
European Plaque of Honour on 9 May.   

The cities of Rennes and Nantes 
recently received the Cit’ergie label. 
Cit’ergie is the French version of the 
EEA (European Energy Award) label. 
This European label enables the 
construction, follow-up and 
assessment of a territorial energy 
policy. On the same note, Nantes will 
be European green capital in 2013. 
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Atlantic shores meet in Las Palmas de Gran Canaria 

 

On 28 and 29 March 2011 the 1st Tricontinental Meeting of Cities and Local 
Governments was held in Las Palmas de Gran Canaria (Canary Islands), with the 
purpose of moving forwards in the strategy expressed in the city’s Strategic Plan for 
reinforcement as an Atlantic meeting place and platform for co-operation among 
Africa, Europe and America. During the meeting experiences were exchanged by the 
three continents on topics of governance and territorial and social cohesion in cities, 
with special reference to Africa. Las Palmas thus continues its work to become an 
Atlantic benchmark, while at the same time meeting the goals of the Conference of 
the Atlantic Arc, of which it has been a member since 2003. 

 

Atlantic Biodiversity: Watta released in Figueira da Foz 
 
 
On 9 January the maritime authorities found a sea lion in a 
clear situation of risk in Peniche. The baby animal, 
christened as Watta and which weighed no more than ten 
Kg, spent four months in rehabilitation at the Quiaios 
Marine Animal Centre in Figueira da Foz and managed to 
grow almost forty Kg. 

 
 

Within the close and continuous co-operation between northern Portugal and Galicia 
in this matter, when the head veterinarian of the centre, Salvador Macarenhas, 
certified the discharge, contact was also established with the Galician centre involved 
in monitoring the animal, the Co-ordination Centre for the Study of Marine 
Mammals (CEMMA) and the environmental authorities of Galicia to release the sea 
lion. The operation took place with success on 27 April. 

 

One of the outcomes of this 
meeting is the Charter of Las 

Palmas de Gran Canaria for 

Tricontinental Co-operation 

among Cities, a manifesto 
that will be the driving 
force for the relationship 
among cities. It is currently 
being drawn up. 
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Young people from around the world to meet in Gijón in September 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just a few months away from the end of International Youth Year, the calendar is full 
of challenges in which young people are unavoidable players, coming together to 
transform the current social and economic situation we live in. Issues such as 
environmental and social sustainability, innovation and entrepreneurship in areas of 
employment, volunteering and new forms of involvement and digital democracy 
will all be raised at Cabueñes. See you in Gijón. C U IN CABUEÑES!  

 For further information: www.cabuenes.org (operative in June) oij@gijon.es, www.gijon.es/juventud 

EUROPEAN PROJECTS: THE ROLE OF CITIES 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Join INTEGRA to reinforce the attractiveness of your territory  

Within the framework of the START European project, co-funded by the 
transnational co-operation programme Atlantic Area, 13 participants from the United 
Kingdom, France, Spain and Portugal have undertaken to improve accessibility and 
intermodality in their territories. They have put together a common framework, 
“INTEGRA”, which aims to become a benchmark for travellers on journeys from one 
city to another, currently in the Atlantic Area and in the future for all Europe. 
INTEGRA is a unique multimodal and multilingual information portal for preparing 
your trip (www.integra-travel.eu). It is also, once on route, a guarantee that you will 
find clear, simple and quality information to move round effectively on public 
transport. The START project will be holding a transnational forum in Lisbon on 27 
and 28 October 2011; an opportunity to address the difficulties encountered by 
travellers and practical solutions to facilitate travel on public transport, led by 
Integra. Come and join the Integra network! 
 

  

Investing in our common future 

 

ATLANTIC AREA   
This section takes a look at progress made in different projects which 

Atlantic cities form part of, jointly financed with the support of the 

European Union - ERDF and the European Atlantic Area programme. 

Faithful to their appointment with Gijón, 

delegates of the 29th International Cabueñes 

Youth Meeting will come together from 5 to 7 

September to share experiences, ideas and 

proposals for the local and global situations 

they face, including their vision of decision 

making policies, programmes and processes 

that will affect not only their future but also 

that of everyone else.  
  

 

http://www.gijon.es/juventud
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Anatole : Presentation of first results in August 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The meeting was focused on analyzing the experience of the various partners to 
draw up a common document specifying the results of the project. In this way, 
partners made progress with the agenda for the meeting to be held in Nantes 
(France) on 26 August 2011, which foresees the dissemination of results within the 
framework of the Annual Assembly of the Chambers of Agriculture in the French 
Atlantic Arc. Under the ANATOLE association project, the CAAC is responsible for 
strengthening the transnational dimension and the “Atlantisation” of the project. In 
this regard a blog has been created on the economics of proximity:  
http://anatolenetwork.blogspot.com/  

Climate change, local commitment: CLIMAATLANTIC  

The Climatlantic project, regional and local actions to reduce carbon emissions in the 
Atlantic Arc, is running until 2012 under the auspices of the Eixo Atlántico (Spain-
Portugal) together with a further six partners (Spain, Portugal, Ireland, UK, France). 
It seeks two objectives: firstly, to draw up a long-term strategy to combat climate 
change within the Atlantic Arc, and secondly, to present and focus this strategy 
locally on four fundamental points: the organization of mobility, awareness of 
behavioural adjustments, energy management and town planning. This approach 
will be adapted to the five types of regions identified in the Atlantic Arc (from urban 
to rural areas). 

After a presentation on progress during the General Assembly of the CAAC on 30 
June 30 2011 in Niort, the partners will draw up a comprehensive strategic document 
before the end of 2011, based on consultations with communities and university 
students. The partners will then launch pilot actions until March 2012 and afterwards 
present and disseminate the strategic document on the Atlantic Arc in April 2012, 
during the Conference in Ourense. 

The latest ANATOLE meeting was 

held on 28 and 29 April 2011 and was 

chaired by the Directorate for the 

Economic Development of the city of 

Santiago, as an institutional partner 

in the project, and by ADTERRA as 

the project co-ordinator, together with 

representatives from Huelva, Nantes, 

the Basque Country, Ireland, Portugal 

and the Conference of Atlantic Arc 

Cities. 
 

http://anatolenetwork.blogspot.com/
http://anatolenetwork.blogspot.com/
http://anatolenetwork.blogspot.com/
http://anatolenetwork.blogspot.com/
http://anatolenetwork.blogspot.com/
http://anatolenetwork.blogspot.com/
http://anatolenetwork.blogspot.com/
http://anatolenetwork.blogspot.com/
http://anatolenetwork.blogspot.com/
http://anatolenetwork.blogspot.com/
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The Atlantic Arc in pictures: IMAGINA ATLANTICA 

 IMAGINA ATLANTICA is a European project (2010-2013) led by Grand 
Angoulême, an emblematic territory of new technologies and image, with seven 
associated structures from Wales, Spain and Portugal. It aims at structuring a 
sustainable Atlantic image technology network through the creation of a European 
development agency. The project is based on three strategic areas: training, economic 
development and promotion of culture. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The cities of the west recover their European dimension  

 

The “My city in Europe” project, designed by Graine d'Europe, is based on the fact 
that European Union is too remote from the concerns and daily life of European 
citizens, and so seeks to mark out a path for inhabitants of European cities to become 
aware that Europe is part of their daily lives. Research work started in Nantes and 
continued in other cities in the Pays de la Loire region (France), such as Laval, Le 
Mans, Angers, La Roche-sur-Yon, and also in Caen in Normandy. Presented as part 
of the European Commission programme “Europe for Citizens” (Action 2 Step 3), the 
project was backed up by the Commission in August 2010 for a period of one year. 
The association has thus spread to other European cities such as Padua and Sibiu. 
For further information: http://www.myeuropeancity.eu/ 
 
 

In 2011 there will be actions such as 

a project call to create a tourism 

product to assess heritage through 

new technologies, a European digital 

art competition, exchanges of interns 

and young professionals from 

universities and companies, and a 

legal study on the movement of 

artists and their work. 

 

EUROPE FOR CITIZENS 
This section takes a look at progress made in different projects which 

Atlantic cities form part of, jointly financed with the support of the 

European Union – EACEA. This communication reflects the views only of 

the author and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use 

which may be made of the information contained therein 

 

http://www.myeuropeancity.eu/
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Atlantic City networks: TONETA 

 
As experience shows, the twinning of cities has given rise to different urban 
networks worldwide. The origins of this project lie in the twinning agreement 
between Niort (France) and Gijón (Spain), cities which continue to co-operate 
through two city networks: AIRE 198 and the Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities 
(CAAC), together with Cardiff (GB) and the Vale do Tejo association (PT).  
City networks, especially those created by twinning links, are a natural re-grouping 
for the exchange of experiences and mutual learning. They are responsible for the 
dissemination of good practices and actions, not only their own but also those of 
their members. City networks have the necessary skills and resources to advise and 
support cities’ initiatives. Hence the impact and importance of city networks is 
crucial to make the most of twinning.  
TONETA, with the support of the European Union “Europe for Citizens” 
programme, aims to reinforce and improve the networking of cities by improving, 
promoting and fomenting the different networks which work in the Atlantic area. 

 
List of member cities and networks 

A Coruña 

AIRE 198 (Angoulême La Rochelle, 
Niort, Poitiers) 

Angers 

Avilés 

Brest Métropole Océane 

Caen 

Cap l’Orient 

Cardiff 

Cherbourg 

Cork 

Donostia - San Sebastián 

Dos Hermanas 

Eurocité Basque Bayonne-San 
Sebastián (Network of French & 
Spanish cities) 

Faro  

Figueira da Foz 

Gijón 

 

Las Palmas de Gran Canaria 

Lisboa 

Nantes Métropole  

Rennes et Rennes Métropole 

Saint-Nazaire 

Santander 

Santiago de Compostela  

Sevilla 

Vigo 

Contact: 

Tamara Guirao-Espiñeira 
Conférence des Villes de l’Arc Atlantique 6, rue Saint-Martin — 35700 RENNES (France) 
http://www.atlanticcities.eu – E-mail: aacities@gmail.com  

mailto:aacities@gmail.com
http://www.atlanticcities.eu/
http://www.vigo.org/
http://www.santiagodecompostela.org/
http://portal.ayto-santander.es/portal/page/portal/inet_santander
http://www.mairie-saintnazaire.fr/
http://www.ville-rennes.fr/
http://www.mairie-nantes.fr/
http://www.laspalmasgc.es/
http://www.ayto-gijon.es/
http://www.cm-figfoz.pt/
http://www.cm-faro.pt/
http://www.eurocite.org/
http://www.eurocite.org/
http://www.ayto-doshermanas.es/
http://www.donostia.org/
http://www.corkcity.ie/
http://www.cuc-cherbourg.fr/Pages/accueil.htm
http://www.cardiff.gov.uk/
http://www.caplorient.com/
http://www.ville-caen.fr/
http://www.mairie-brest.fr/
http://www.ayto-aviles.es/
http://www.ville-angers.fr/
http://www.aire198.org/
http://www.aytolacoruna.es/

