
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City-Networks and the EU cohesion Policy 

Tamara Guirao, Coordinator 

Samuel Baylet, Intern  

Autumn 2012 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Conférence des Villes de l’Arc Atlantic –  

10, rue des Dames – 35000 RENNES (France) 

Tél.: +33 (0) 965234166–  

Email: generalsecretariat@atlanticcities.eu 

Web : http://www.atlanticities.eu 
 

mailto:generalsecretariat@atlanticcities.eu


Page 1 sur 11 

 

Introduction: The emergence of City-Networks in the frame of EU integration  

 

Since the early 80’s, in a context of globalization and rapid socio-economic and 

environmental shift, the progress of urban networks has been steady. Thus, urban networks 

have become key actors tackling the sustainability challenges of the 21 st century. From a 

general point of view, an urban network can be defined as a set of towns connected 

between them by shared common objectives, which boost the information flows and the 

implementation of common projects. Research on urban networks as FOCI 1, has mainly 

focused on a center-periphery approach based on economic flows that should involve local 

urban actors within worldwide networks so as to provide crucial resources for urban 

strategies.  

 

Despite the dominance of economic and technological interrelations between cities on the 

existing studies, networking and knowledge sharing concerning sustainable development, 

urban policy and territorial cooperation has raised to become a category in its own right.  

 

Our research focuses on formal city-networks, (for instance, those that enjoy legal existence 

such as CAAC or a long experience such as FAIC) and on non formal multilateral networks. 

Both types have their own resources, their own institutions (General Assembly, Secretariat, 

Presidency...) and are currently in operation. Precisely, this report concentrates on bottom-

up created networks (meaning that they were born from the will of the territories) rather 

than on top-down networks (EU-funded projects) were EU institutions are directly 

involved.  

 

Generally, city-networks aim at: (1) mutual learning (exchange of knowledge, experiences, 

benchmarking, dissemination of strategic information); (2) lobbying (promoting cities’ role 

in political issues and decision making process at national and EU levels, acting as 

knowledge centers); (3) implementing short term or long term project by pooling resources. 

 

Independently of their fields of action, city networks can be classified in reference to two 

main criteria: 

    

Geographical scope: Five types can be distinguished here: (1) regional-national; (2) 

cross-border; (3) transnational; (4) interregional; (5) global. Going deeper, the size of 

the members can also be highlighted (capital, medium, small cities…).  

Organizational structure2: Notwithstanding with the experience of the different 

organizations they can be classified as follows: (1) non-hierarchical relation between 

members; (2) decentralized cooperation; (3) flexible governance structures; (4) highly 

centralized decision-making.  

…………………………………………. 

 

                                    
1
Future orientations for Cities, ESPON & Université Libre de Bruxelles, 2010 Final Report Version 15/12/2010, 

http://www.espon.eu/export/sites/default/Documents/Projects/AppliedResearch/FOCI/FOCI_final_report_20110111.pdf.  
2
 For more information please see : When Europe Hits City Hall : The Europeanization of Cities in the EU Multi-level System, 

Kristine Kern, 2007, http://aei.pitt.edu/id/eprint/7933; Les réseaux de villes, Bercy Colloc, Ministère de l’économie, des 
finances et du commerce extérieur, 
http://www.colloc.bercy.gouv.fr/colo_struct_intercom/guid_lint_2/autr_form/rese_vill.html 
 

http://www.espon.eu/export/sites/default/Documents/Projects/AppliedResearch/FOCI/FOCI_final_report_20110111.pdf
http://aei.pitt.edu/id/eprint/7933
http://www.colloc.bercy.gouv.fr/colo_struct_intercom/guid_lint_2/autr_form/rese_vill.html
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From this standpoint, cities should be considered as the main policy maker, as these 

networks emerged out of their own initiative, in response to sustainable development and 

territorial challenges.  

 

Taking into account the growing importance of the urban dimension in the future EU 

cohesion policy, the first section analyses the role of urban cooperation within the thematic 

and integrated approaches proposed by the Common Strategic Framework (CSF).  

Therefore, as far as smart specialization and territorial integrated approaches are 

concerned, the experience of territorial city-networks has to be pointed out. Thus, the 

second section describes the emergence of transnational and cross-border city-networks as 

innovative tools to implement EU policies.  

To this end, the final section highlights the added value of networking between cities, 

considering the various elements that encourage them to promote local projects with an 

European dimension, enhancing innovation in their governance and cooperating with 

stakeholders at diverse geographic levels.  

 

City-networks within the European cohesion policy  

  

By adopting the Leipzig Charter on Sustainable European Cities3, the EU recognizes the 

important role played by them in social, cultural and economic issues. Thus, the bottom-up 

processes fostered by city-networks in all dimensions of sustainable development must be 

better taken into account. Obviously, EU cohesion policy has fostered urban cooperation all 

over Europe. Further on, regarding the legislative proposals for cohesion policy for 2014-

2020, both cities and integrated urban planning will become a key element. However, the 

future scheme significantly ignores the potentialities of experienced urban networks, 

privileging ad-hoc and temporary groupings such as in URBACT. For instance, the Urban 

Development platform promoted by the European Commission enhances again a top-down 

and restricted approach, rather than supporting existing networks based on long term 

partnership and multiplier effects.  

 

Considering the list of thematic objectives proposed4 the following table shows that city-

networks are already active in such priorities. This non-exhaustive list of networks clearly 

affirms urban cooperation as a true factor in the implementation of EU policies. In this 

context, it should be considered that many city networks have already undertaken tangible 

action on concrete areas of interest for EU cohesion policy.  

 

The following table also shows that one of the most important topics for urban cooperation 

is the environment5. After the study of M.Keiner and A.Kim on transnational city networks6 

in the sustainability area alone, the number of international city-network has increased 

seven times (from 7 to 49) since the 1950s. This specialization in sustainability emphasizes 

the willingness of cities to develop effective urban governance by promoting mutual 

learning processes in their own concerns. 

                                    
3
 http://www.rfsustainablecities.eu/IMG/pdf/LeipzigCharte_EN_cle1d4c19.pdf 

4
 http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docoffic/working/strategic_framework/csf_part2_en.pdf 

5
 For more information on the role of city-network tackling environmental issues please see : The role of City-network in the 

Environmental discourse, Nikita Chiu, 2010, http://www.ecprnet.eu/databases/conferences/papers/854.pdf 
6
 Transnational City Networks for Sustainability, European Planning Studies, MARCO KEINER & ARLEY KIM, 2010, 

http://sustainablecities.ethz.ch/PDF/TransnationalCityNetworks.pdf  

http://www.rfsustainablecities.eu/IMG/pdf/LeipzigCharte_EN_cle1d4c19.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docoffic/working/strategic_framework/csf_part2_en.pdf
http://www.ecprnet.eu/databases/conferences/papers/854.pdf
http://sustainablecities.ethz.ch/PDF/TransnationalCityNetworks.pdf
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City-networks within the European cohesion policy  
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At the same time, the number of networks improving institutional capacity suggests that 

the deficiencies on local implementation and access to financial support are the essential 

bottlenecks to urban sustainability; rather than the lack of scientific knowledge or 

technology.  

 

This decided bet for urban networking is also linked to the complexity of the issues 

related to urban planning. Indeed, to complete such projects, urban planners have to face 

many difficulties, characterized by their multidisciplinarity and their timeframe (long-

term strategies and short and medium-term actions). As a result, many city-networks 

such as FEMP, METREX, Cities Alliance, UCLG… focus on establishing local 

development plans, bringing expertise and knowledge to cities.  

 

Cross-border and transnational networks for a smart cooperation  

 

With the rise of Euroregions, the growing importance of territorial approaches and 

macro-regions within the EU cohesion policy; major cross-border and transnational city-

networks such as MOT, RIET, FAIC, CAAC, UBC, Medcities… are eager to play a 

foremost role7. Moreover, in a context of global crisis, border and peripheral territories 

will be at the heart of the relaunch of the Single Market, contributing to economic, social 

and territorial cohesion for the whole Europe.  

According to the Territorial Agenda 20208, territories that present complementary 

potentials should join forces to explore their comparative advantages together searching 

for polycentric development, thus creating new forms of cooperation and additional 

development potential. In this framework and building on CECICN’s document on Smart 

Cooperation9, cross-border and transnational city-networks’ initiatives can provide 

innovative tools to reach territorial integrated strategies by:  

 
 Rewarding a functional approach of the territory : overcoming administrative 

boundaries and creating efficient forms of implementation 

 Promoting a well-balanced cooperation and partnership between cities of different size 

or even between rural and (peri) urban areas 

 Generating well-organized working structures able to identify common challenges and 

solutions and to define efficient tools such as Euro-cities and Macro-regions 

 Fostering ownership by citizens and civil society, providing for discussion fora and 

feedback to and from the EU level 

 

The table shown above highlights the fact that territorial bottom-up networks are active 

in various thematic areas adopting a joint sectoral and territorial approach, to implement 

integrated initiatives focusing in EU cohesion policy priorities. These networks seem 

more apt to set up long-term projects. For Philippe Lavaud, president of AIRE 19810, 

urban networks are one of the relays for the implementation of EU programs, pulling in 

European policies to the heart of territories. Therefore, Cohesion policy should rely more 

on medium-sized cities exercising real polarities, which are actually a driving force. From 

                                    
7
 CECICN strategic document on Smart Cooperation: http://www.cecicn.eu  

8
 http://www.eu2011.hu/files/bveu/documents/TA2020.pdf 

9
 See note 4 

10
 General Assembly of CAAC in Niort, 2011. Toneta Meeting on City networks.  

http://www.cecicn.eu/
http://www.eu2011.hu/files/bveu/documents/TA2020.pdf
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this perspective, cities’ organizations are placed as intermediate agents and catalysts for 

territorial cooperation, making it more visible for citizens.  

 

Conclusions: Added value of networking  

 

As mentioned before, city-networks have become key actors in promoting urban sustainable 

development across several thematic objectives. Given its contribution on capacity and know-

how and their ability to improve success in concrete projects, more attention and support has 

to be granted to these city-leaded initiatives. 

The bottom-up approach is the first feature of the added value of these networks, creating 

room and tools for cities to act more and more as European policy makers, with the aim of 

enjoying EU integration opportunities while tackling the challenges of the 21st century.    

Networks are constructed of nodes (actors/members/cities) and linkages (information flows, 

projects…). Therefore, networking can be defined as the activities (meetings, exchange of good 

practices, lobbying, common positions...) connecting these nodes11. In this frame, city-networks 

do not limit their operations to the defense of interests, but widen it to include the exchange of 

good practices and know-how. Dialogue and joint initiatives become the preferred mean to 

structure networks and take advantage of the different aspects and specificities of each 

participant of the network. The synergies that are created do not remain in the network 

structure or the partners of a concrete project, but are poured over its members.  

 

“This pooling of know-how and exchange of expertise in unforeseeable and unexpected ways makes 

networks the productive and flexible workshops of the 21st century”12 

 

According to the different studies on the matter, learning from other cities and best practice 

transfer are at the heart of urban cooperation in Europe. Building up urban governance and 

delivering innovative urban services and projects are among the most visible outcomes and 

added value of networking. Moreover, networks facilitate the management of EU structural 

and sectoral funds, overcoming complexity.  

 

In this sense, (territorial) city-networks are privileged tools in order to find European partners 

when preparing EU projects. Thus, many of those projects leaded by cities often result from 

networks’ working groups, studies and mutual learning and the same goes for the partnership. 

Networks like those mentioned in this document have specific expertise in mobilizing their 

members and increase awareness on opportunities. Taking CAAC as an example, a large part 

of the partners of projects like Know Cities13, ANATOLE, TONETA or SUITE, are also 

members of the CAAC and its working groups.  

 

Therefore, the question is not anymore whether networking can be translated into concrete 

action, but rather how EU city-networks can be strengthened. From this perspective, the 

future EU cohesion policy should enhance the added value of urban networking and its 

outcomes, by focusing on existing organisations and their bottom-up approach. To that end, 

special attention should be paid to medium and small sized city-networks, as cooperation is 

the main tool to overcome the difficulties they face.  

 

                                    
11

 Transnational City Networks for Sustainability…, see note 6 
12

 see note 6 
13

 9 out of 15 partners are CAAC members 
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ANNEXE I : Acronyms  

 

 

…………………………… 

 

 

ANNEXE II : City Networks  
 

REDES WEBSITE  Objective 

A Confederação de 

Municípios 

Ultraperiféricos – 

(CMU)  

http://www.cmu-rup.eu/default.htm 
 

Civil Cooperation, which is based on fostering institutional cooperation within 
an area expanded. 
Information Function, which is facilitating the access of municipalities to the 
various channels of participation and distribution of European information 
considered relevant and useful 

Aire 198 
http://www.aire198.org/ 
 

Improving the attractiveness of the towns of the Grand Ouest 
Promoting the evolution and the definition of public policy 

Alliance de Villes 

Européennes de 

Culture 

http://www.commed-
cglu.org/spip.php?rubrique223 
 

Territorial and historical cities to develop sustainably.  

Alliance Villes 

Emploi 

http://www.ville-emploi.asso.fr/ 
 

Organize, and develop the network of Directors of houses of employment. 
Promote employment and mobility. 

 Asociación 

Mundial de 

Grandes Metrópolis  

http://www.metropolis.org/  
« The mission of Metropolis is to assist cities in mutual learning, innovation, 
governance, financial and technical assistance, the international presence and 
the debate ".  

Association des 

Maires de France 

(AMF) 

http://www.amf.asso.fr/ 
 

local liberties support, concrete and permanent support to be elected in the 
daily management, but requires genuine partnership with the state to always 
preserve the best interests of communities and their groups. 

RIET : Red Ibérica de Entidades Transfronterizas 
MOT : Mission Opérationnelle Transfrontalière 
FAIC : Forum of Adriatic and Ionian Cities 
AMF : Association des Maires de France 
RECI : RED Española de Ciudades Inteligentes 

Aire 198 : Aménagement du territoire Initiatives locales et régionales Recherche sur l’Espace en Poitou-
Charentes 
FEMP : Federacion española de municicpios y Provincias) 
CAAC : Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities  
CODCR : Council of Danube Cities and Regions 
UBC : Union of the Baltic Cities 
METREX : European metropolitan regions and areas  
REVES : European Network of Cities and region for the social economy 
REVE European Network Cities and Water 
ECOVAST : The European Council for the Village and Small Town 
CLIP : Cities for Local Integration Policy 
POLIS : Cities and Regions for Better Transport 
CECICN : Conference of European Cross-border and Interregional City Networks 
ICLEI : local governments for sustainability 
LUCI : Lighting Urban Community International 
ACR +: Association of cities and regions for recycling and sustainable resource management 
AIVP : international network of coastal cities 
UCLG : United Cities and Local Governments 

http://www.cmu-rup.eu/default.htm
http://www.aire198.org/
http://www.commed-cglu.org/spip.php?rubrique223
http://www.commed-cglu.org/spip.php?rubrique223
http://www.ville-emploi.asso.fr/
http://www.metropolis.org/
http://www.amf.asso.fr/


Page 7 sur 11 

Association of cities 

and regions for 

recycling and 

sustainable resource 

management 

(ACR+) 

http://www.acrplus.org/contact 

 international network of members who share the common aim of promoting 
the sustainable consumption of resources and management of waste through 
prevention at source, reuse and recycling.  

Association of 

Estonian Cities 

(AEC) 

http://www.ell.ee/862 
 

Representing the interests and protecting the rights of its members in the 
governmental and other institutions, including negotiations with the central 
government. 
Working out the position of the AEC in the issues of local government policy.. 
Dissemination of information to local governments and counselling local 
government officials. 
Providing training for politicians and officials of local governments. 

Association of Local 

Democracy 

Agencies 

(ALDA)  

 

http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/ 

 

promote active citizenship, even in those difficult areas characterised by total 
absence of trust between citizens and authorities 

BALTIC 

METROPOLES 

NETWORK 

http://www.baltmet.org/ 
 

The main goal of the network is to promote innovativeness and 
competitiveness in the Baltic Sea Region by engaging cities, as well as 
academic and business partners, into close cooperation. 

Cités unies France 
http://www.cites-unies-france.org/ United Cities of France brings together French local authorities engaged in 

international cooperation. 

Cities Alliance http://www.citiesalliance.org/  support of City development strategies (CDS) 

Cities for Children http://www.citiesforchildren.eu/  

Cities for Children was initiated by the City of Stuttgart with the support of the 
Robert Bosch Stiftung in 2007. The Network offers European cities the 
possibility to exchange and to develop progressive concepts across national 
borders on how to promote the well-being of children, young persons and 
parents in the urban environment..  

Cities for Local 

Integration Policy 

(CLIP) 

http://www.eurofound.europa.eu/areas/p
opulationandsociety/clip.htm 
  

Representatives of more than 30 European cities, whose common aim is to 
improve the situation of their migrant population, and researchers from top 
research centers will examine strategies for intercultural relations and 
innovative approaches to local policies, religion and democracy in Europe and 
relations with faith communities, as well as good practices of intercultural 
policies for fostering intercultural dialogue and meeting religious needs. 

City Twins 

Association 
http://www.citytwins.org/  

The Association is concentrated on developing cooperation between the 
bordering twinning cities in the following sectors:  
Co-operation between the city administrations. Local industrial development. 
Promotion of labor mobility. Social and health issues 
Border crossing Education and training. Cultural co-operation 

Climat Alliance  http://www.klimabuendnis.org/ 
The member cities and municipalities aim for the reduction of greenhouse 
emissions. Local climate strategies are developed and implemented, especially 
in the energy and transport sectors.  

Climate Action 

Network-Europe 

(CAN-Europe) 

http://www.climnet.org/  
Europe's leading network working on climate and energy issues.(is in the 
Green 10 position paper on lobbying in the EU) 

Conference of 

Atlantic Arc Cities 

(CAAC) 

 
http://www.atlanticcities.eu  

CAAC represents more than 100 local entities and 7 million inhabitants of the 
European Atlantic seaboard.  
This network promotes the role of cities in Europe through the promotion of a 
model for green, attractive and cohesive cities and highlights the specificity of 
the Atlantic Arc.  
 

Conference of 

European Cross-

border and 

Interregional City 

Networks 

(CECICN) 

http://cecicn.eu/ 

Boost territorial cooperation among border cities in Europe and to reinforce 
the message concerning the importance of territorial cooperation. 
 
CECICN involves six cooperation networks that represent more than 500 cities 
in border regions and 37% of European population.  

Conseil des 

Communes et des 

Régions d'Europe - 

CCRE  

 
 http://www.ccre.org 

Seeks to influence the future of Europe by enhancing the contribution of local 
and regional governments, influencing legislation and policies, promoting the 
exchange of information at local, regional and cooperating with these 
partners around the world 

Council of Danube 

Cities and Regions 

CODCR 

http://www.codcr.com/ 

the respect for democracy and human rights, the rule of law, good 
governance, the principles of market economy, social and environmental 
sustainable development, the principles of ethnic and gender equality as well 
as the principle of regional balance. 

Council of Local 

Authorities for 

International 

Relations (CLAIR-) 

http://www.clair.or.jp/e/  

CLAIR was created to promote and provide support for local 
internationalization.  

http://www.acrplus.org/contact
http://www.ell.ee/862
http://www.alda-europe.eu/newSite/
http://www.baltmet.org/
http://www.cites-unies-france.org/
http://www.citiesforchildren.eu/
http://www.eurofound.europa.eu/areas/populationandsociety/clip.htm
http://www.eurofound.europa.eu/areas/populationandsociety/clip.htm
http://www.citytwins.org/
http://www.climnet.org/
http://www.atlanticcities.eu/
http://www.clair.or.jp/e/


Page 8 sur 11 

Eixo Atlántico http://www.eixoatlantico.com/eixo/  
El Eixo Atlántico es una entidad cuya actividad está mayoritariamente 
financiada por las administraciones públicas. Coopération transfrontalière  

ENERGIE CITéS 
 
http://www.energy-cities.eu 

Association of European local authorities aims to promote a local sustainable 
energy policy. CAAC members: Cork, Brest, Rennes, Saint-Nazaire, Nantes, 
Angers, Gijon 

EUROCITIES 
 
http://www.eurocities.eu/main.php 

Our aim is to shape the opinions of stakeholders in Brussels to ultimately shift 
legislation in a way that helps city governments address the EU's strategic 
challenges at the local level.                                                                                 

Europe Forum for 

Urban safety 

(EFUS) 

http://efus.eu/en/ 
 

 We build up links between European local authorities through practices, 
information exchanges, cooperation and training.  

European Cities 

Marketing 

 
http://www.europeancitiesmarketing.com/  

A platform on a pan-European basis for cities to perform better in their 
convention and tourism activities through the exchange of knowledge and 
best practice within a city marketing framework.  

European 

metropolitan 

regions and areas 

(METREX) 

http://www.eurometrex.org/ent1/FR/inde
x.asp  

provides a platform for exchange of knowledge, expertise and experience in 
the field and Metropolitan Affairs proposes joint action on issues of common 
interest. Participates in the metropolitan dimension, policies, programs and 
projects on a European scale.  

European New 

Towns Platform 

http://pilotcities.eu/index.php?option=co
m_content&view=frontpage&Itemid=1 
 

For its members: to work as a platform to exchange information, share good 
practices and implement common projects At the European level: to work as 
an advocacy body to represent the New Towns, promote them and 
strengthen their role on a regional and transnational level 

Eurotowns http://www.eurotowns.org/  
To develop a network of vibrant, inclusive and sustainable medium sized 
European cities which will act as a catalyst for urban innovation, creativity and 
renewal. 

 Federacion 

española de 

municicpios y 

Provincias (FEMP) 

http://www.femp.es/  
combat climate change and the effects of this are derived, which increases the 
vulnerability of their localities and directly affects the population 

Foro 

Iberoamericano de 

Gobiernos Locales  

 http://www.forumdealcaldes.com/  
Reaffirm the commitment of the cities in improving the living conditions of 
our communities and also express the conviction of local governments to 
address an issue as momentous as the "Education for Social Inclusion". 

Forum of Adriatic 

and Ionian Cities 

(FAIC) 

http://www.faic.eu/index_en.asp 
 

The Forum aims to build and develop the economic, social, environmental and 
cultural heritage of the Adriatic and Ionian coastal cities and to collaborate on 
European integration and enlargement. 

Future Cities  
http://www.future-cities.eu/ 
 

aims at making city regions in Northwest Europe fit to cope with the predicted 
climate change impacts 

Global Cities 

Dialogue 
http://www.globalcitiesdialogue.com/  

Mayors of the World for a Global Cities Dialogue on the Information Society" 
and getting actively involved in creating equal opportunities and access for all 
citizens. 

Healthy Cities 

Network  

http://www.euro.who.int/en/what-we-
do/health-topics/environment-and-
health/urban-health/activities/healthy-
cities/who-european-healthy-cities-
network 
 

It engages local governments in health development through a process of 
political commitment, institutional change, capacity-building, partnership-
based planning and innovative projects.  

Internationa 

City/County 

management 

Association (ICMA) 

http://icma.org/en/icma/home  
Its mission is to create excellence in local governance by developing and 
advancing professional management of local government. 

International 

Association of 

Educating Cities 

http://www.bcn.es/edcities/aice/estatique
s/angles/sec_iaec.html  

the common goal of working together on projects and activities is to improve 
the quality of life of the inhabitants, from their active involvement in the use 
and development of the city itself and in accordance with the approved letter 
of Educating Cities.                              

KALEIDOS.  

http://www.coepcongress.com/gate/index.
php?option=com_content&view=article&id
=90&Itemid=1  

Intermunicipal network develops programs that address specific about 
equipment, services and policies of proximity.  

http://www.eixoatlantico.com/eixo/
http://efus.eu/en/
http://www.europeancitiesmarketing.com/
http://www.eurometrex.org/ent1/FR/index.asp
http://www.eurometrex.org/ent1/FR/index.asp
http://pilotcities.eu/index.php?option=com_content&view=frontpage&Itemid=1
http://pilotcities.eu/index.php?option=com_content&view=frontpage&Itemid=1
http://www.eurotowns.org/
http://www.femp.es/
http://www.forumdealcaldes.com/
http://www.faic.eu/index_en.asp
http://www.future-cities.eu/
http://www.globalcitiesdialogue.com/
http://icma.org/en/icma/home
http://www.bcn.es/edcities/aice/estatiques/angles/sec_iaec.html
http://www.bcn.es/edcities/aice/estatiques/angles/sec_iaec.html
http://www.coepcongress.com/gate/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=90&Itemid=1
http://www.coepcongress.com/gate/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=90&Itemid=1
http://www.coepcongress.com/gate/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=90&Itemid=1
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Ligue des villes 

historiques 

 
http://www.ville-
geneve.ch/themes/geneve-ville-
internationale/partenaire-rapprochement-
entre-villes/engagement-reseaux-
villes/ligue-villes-historiques/  

The League of historical cities also works to identify the actions that members 
can take, to safeguard their wealth and their heritage, 

local governments 

for sustainability 

ICLEI 

http://www.iclei.org/  
International association of local governments as well as national and regional 
local government organizations who have made a commitment to sustainable 
development.                                               

LUCI  www.luciassociation.org  

Unique international network bringing together cities and lighting 
professionals engaged in using light as a major tool for urban, social and 
economic development, with a concern for sustainability and environmental 
issues. 

MEDCITIES 
http://www.medcities.org/ 
 

it leads information exchanges and cooperation joint projects for the 
protection of the environment management in the Mediterranean area.                                                

Mission 

Opérationnelle 

Transfrontalière 

(MOT) 

http://www.espaces-
transfrontaliers.org/indexsite.php 
 

facilitate the realization of cross-borderprojects.  
Operational assistance, networking and training, support in defining overall 
strategies and European activities.  

Nordic City 

Network 
http://www.nordiccitynetwork.com/ 

Nordic City Network is a Think Tank of urban and regional planners and 
others, dedicated to developing Nordic cities as attractive, innovative and 
competitive Knowledge Cities. 

Organización 

Iberoamericana de 

Cooperación 

Intermunicipal 

(OICI)  

http://www.valladolidinternacional.es/org
anizacion-iberoamericana-de-cooperacion-
intermunicipal-oici/  

Objective: To contribute to strengthening, expanding and autonomy of the 
municipality and to promote effective integration into the development 
process of their countries.  

POLIS : Cities and 

Regions for Better 

Transport 

http://www.polis-online.org/  

Polis is a network of European cities and regions working together to develop 

innovative technologies and policies for local transport. 
Our aim is to improve local transport through integrated strategies that 
address the economic, social and environmental dimensions of transport.  

QUATTROPOLE http://www.quattropole.org/de/home  

Creating synergetic effects by concrete innovative projects between the cities 
in order to increase attractiveness of the locations.  
Goal: A European Model with Future  
Creation of a virtual European metropolis, to meet the challenges of the 
future, together, in a Europe that is growing together 

Red de Ciudades 

por el Clima  

http://www.redciudadesclima.es/ 
 

Promotion of local policies for sustainable development and climate change.  

 European Network 

Cities and Water 

REVE : 

http://ierpe.eu/articles.php?lng=en&pg=15
7  

Strengthen and enhance exchange of experiences between European Cities in 
terms of innovations in the field of water and in terms of direct citizens’ 
participation in decision-making.  

European Network 

of Cities and region 

for the social 

economy (REVES) 

http://www.revesnetwork.eu/whoiswho.p
hp  educate and communicate the contribution of social economy-based 

partnership for more solidarity-based communities 

TELECITIES 
  
http:/ www.telecities.org      

European Network of local governments working for the development of 
urban areas using new information technologies.  

The European 

Council for the 

Village and Small 

Town (ECOVAST) 

http://www.ecovast.org/  

ECOVAST's membership has grown rapidly, to over 500 members in 20 
countries in East and West Europe. ECOVAST is a membership organisation, 
campaigning for the well-being of the people heritage of rural Europe 
 
 

The European 

network of digital 

cities 

 http://www.villesnumeriques.org/villesnu
meriques/index.htm  
 

The European network of digital cities gathers local actors, territorial 
institutions, the economic organizations and the cultural entities whose 
strategies intend to utilise infotechnologies the tools of conjugated regional 
planning. 

The worldwild 

network of port 

cities AIVP 

http://www.aivp.org/ 
The IACP is an international network of public and private actors involved in 
sustainable development of the coastal city 

http://www.ville-geneve.ch/themes/geneve-ville-internationale/partenaire-rapprochement-entre-villes/engagement-reseaux-villes/ligue-villes-historiques/
http://www.ville-geneve.ch/themes/geneve-ville-internationale/partenaire-rapprochement-entre-villes/engagement-reseaux-villes/ligue-villes-historiques/
http://www.ville-geneve.ch/themes/geneve-ville-internationale/partenaire-rapprochement-entre-villes/engagement-reseaux-villes/ligue-villes-historiques/
http://www.ville-geneve.ch/themes/geneve-ville-internationale/partenaire-rapprochement-entre-villes/engagement-reseaux-villes/ligue-villes-historiques/
http://www.ville-geneve.ch/themes/geneve-ville-internationale/partenaire-rapprochement-entre-villes/engagement-reseaux-villes/ligue-villes-historiques/
http://www.iclei.org/
http://www.luciassociation.org/undefined/
http://www.medcities.org/
http://www.espaces-transfrontaliers.org/indexsite.php
http://www.espaces-transfrontaliers.org/indexsite.php
http://www.valladolidinternacional.es/organizacion-iberoamericana-de-cooperacion-intermunicipal-oici/
http://www.valladolidinternacional.es/organizacion-iberoamericana-de-cooperacion-intermunicipal-oici/
http://www.valladolidinternacional.es/organizacion-iberoamericana-de-cooperacion-intermunicipal-oici/
http://www.polis-online.org/
http://www.quattropole.org/de/home
http://www.redciudadesclima.es/
http://ierpe.eu/articles.php?lng=en&pg=157
http://ierpe.eu/articles.php?lng=en&pg=157
http://www.revesnetwork.eu/whoiswho.php
http://www.revesnetwork.eu/whoiswho.php
http://www.ecovast.org/
http://www.villesnumeriques.org/villesnumeriques/index.htm
http://www.villesnumeriques.org/villesnumeriques/index.htm
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Tonicités  

 
http://www.agape-ped.org/les-
territoires/reseau-de-villes-Tonicites  

Pooling the skills and the economic, cultural and tourism potential its cities for 
the benefit of their citizens and businesses 

UBC, Union of the 

Baltic Cities 
http://www.ubc.net/  

Union of the Baltic Cities is a voluntary, proactive network mobilizing the 
shared potential of over 100 member cities for democratic, economic, social, 
cultural and environmentally sustainable development of the Baltic Sea 
Region. 

Unión de Capitales 

de la Unión 

Europea (UCUE)  

http://www.uceu.org/UCEU.htm  
 the UCEU conducts studies, organises meetings and proceedings inclined to 
promote economical, social and cultural progress of the citizens of the capitals 
of the European Union.  

Villes Internet 
 
http://www.villes-internet.net/  

Internet cities association is designed to coordinate the development and 
animation of a network of citizen Internet players, and particularly of elected 
officials and community workers that animate the public territory. 

 

http://www.agape-ped.org/les-territoires/reseau-de-villes-Tonicites
http://www.agape-ped.org/les-territoires/reseau-de-villes-Tonicites
http://www.ubc.net/
http://www.uceu.org/UCEU.htm
http://www.villes-internet.net/

