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Landscapes, changing skies which inspired Turner, the 

Celtic settlement, History and traditions forged the strong 

identity of these lands placed along the Atlantic Ocean. Saint-

James way, ports which opened towards America, from 

Seville to Lisbon, Nantes to Bristol, in fact parallel stories 

were woven over time.  

At the vanguard of the European Union, Atlantic 

façade cities remain at the forefront of maritime policies. 

Lisbon hosts the European Agency for maritime safety, Vigo 

the Fisheries Agency whilst the first sea motorway links 

Gijon to Saint Nazaire. 

Next June 17th and 18th, we will be celebrating in 

Rennes the tenth anniversary of the Conference of Atlantic 

Arc Cities. In 2000, at the initiative of Edmond Hervé, then 

lord mayor of Rennes, several cities and urban networks in the Atlantic decided to join 

their forces around the values of cooperation and solidarity. 

Today, 30 cities and networks, CAAC members, call for a EU recognition of an 

Integrated Strategy for the Atlantic Arc as formulated in the Charter adopted in 2008 San 

Sebastian. Beyond the institutional approach that is theirs, cities of the CAAC would like 

to involve citizens in a participatory and pluralistic space. 

Indeed, an Integrated Strategy for the Atlantic Arc should have an urban and 

citizen’s dimension so as to allow a balanced and polycentric European space. A strategy 

based on current priorities, development of new energy, and development of the green 

economy which generates new jobs to the service of citizens. 

 

Philippe DuronPhilippe DuronPhilippe DuronPhilippe Duron    

CAAC PresidentCAAC PresidentCAAC PresidentCAAC President    

DéputéDéputéDéputéDéputé----Maire de Caen (FraMaire de Caen (FraMaire de Caen (FraMaire de Caen (France)nce)nce)nce)    
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ANATOLE: The importance of local production in cities 

 

In comparison to an economy based on production 

exported abroad, a proximity economy seeks to 

produce and develop goods and services within a 

specific area, based on the needs of the people living 

within. 

 

AC3A, the association of agricultural chambers of commerce 

from within the Atlantic Arc City Conference has set up a 

project under the title Atlantic Networks’ Abilities for Towns to 

Organise Local Economy (ANATOLE).  

Co-financed by the European Union – ERDF, on the Atlantic Area Programme, 

ANATOLE Project seeks to analyse strengths and weaknesses of aspects relating to 

proximity economies in order to draw up, alter the appropriate diagnosis, proximity 

economy engineering under the auspices of the region’s cities. ANATOLE therefore 

seeks to grant cities a coordinating role, using new and innovative proximity 

economy organisational methods. The project brings together rural operators, 

organisations which mediate between producers and cities, and the cities or other 

regional bodies from the Atlantic Arc.  
 

20+10: 2010, the year of the Atlantic Arc 
 

A very special year for the Atlantic Arc. On the 17th 

and 18th of June 2010, the Conference of Atlantic Arc 

Cities and the Atlantic Arc Commission will be 

holding a Joint General Assembly in Rennes, France 

to mark the 20th Anniversary of the AAC and the 10th 

anniversary of the CAAC.  

Both CAAC and AAC have been working last year in order to draw up a specific 

strategy for the Atlantic Arc which represents a new conception of regional policy as 

a vector in the coordination of the various funds and existing policies within our 

macro-region, allowing large-scale synergies to be developed. A channel of dialogue 

has been opened between the Commission and the European Parliament, as well as 

with the Regions Committee and the Spanish presidency of the EU. Taking 

advantage of the presence of all these bodies, the General Assembly will be the main 

event which will promote this strategy, as from both the point of view of the Atlantic 

Strategy and the ambitions of both organisations, this meeting marks an important 

step forward.  

 

 

Investir dans notre futur commun 

Projet N°2009-1/080 

Priorité 4 – Objectif 1 
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The Camino de Santiago - Way of St. James: uniting, integrating and inspiring 

people since the Middle Ages 

 

One of the geographical lines which best defines 

the Atlantic region, the Camino de Santiago or 

Way of St. James is at the heart of the 

SANTIAGO-UNE project. 
 

2010 is year of considerable importance for the city 

of Santiago de Compostela, the focus of the Project, 

as the city is celebrating its “Año Santo Jacobeo” - 

the Holy Compostellan Year (whenever July 25, 

the Saint’s day, falls on a Sunday) - something 

which will not be repeated until 2021. 
 

The highlight of this project will be in Santiago de 

Compostela on Europe Day - the 9th of May 2010, 

with the active presence and participation of all members.  
 

On the 7th of May a pilgrimage from all the cities will arrive in Santiago. On the 8th 

there will be a Science Day with a number of respected speakers and experts related 

to the project’s subject manner. On the 9th, Europe will be centre stage in what has 

been planned as a Cultural Day. The cities which will be walking together to 

Santiago Narni and Assisi from Italy, Santiago do Cacem from Portugal, Rennes from 

France, Córdoba from Spain and Regensburg from Germany. Throughout the project 

there will be numerous events taking place in other cities, with a view to involving as 

many people as possible.  

In times such as these, typified by a crisis of identity, there is a desire to increase 

awareness of the Camino as a promoter de values and unity, a foundation stone upon 

which European history, cultural heritage and its very conscience have been built. 
 

UDITE and the CAAC draw up a collaboration agreement 
 

UDITE - the European Federation of Local Government Chief Executives - is an 

umbrella organisation of professional associations from 10 countries at present: 

Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Portugal, 

Sweden and the United Kingdom. UDITE’s main objective is to develop exchanges of 

information and expertise as well as to enhance the role and functions of local 

authorities in Europe.  
 

After a meeting between the presidencies of the networks, the CAAC and UDITE 

will work together as part of a collaboration agreement promoted by the city of 

Cardiff. Both parties will cooperate on a strategic alliance with a view to promoting 

and encouraging an exchange of ideas and expertise between the two organisations 

and its members in order to find synergies at an urban level. 
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The Donostia - San Sebastián Employment Stimulation Plan provides 1,463 jobs  

Fomento de San Sebastián, the company 

responsible for ensuring the sustainable 

economic development of Donostia, has 

announced that in 2009 it created a total 

of 1,463 jobs as the result of an 

Employment Stimulation Plan which was 

initiated in order to alleviate the effects of 

the recession and halt increasing 

unemployment. 

A fifth of the positions created were the fruit of a Job Fair held in June and Fomento 

San Sebastian’s traditional intermediary work. This initiative, entitled Europe Invests 

in your Future and which has the support of some twenty public and private agencies, 

was 50% co-financed by the European Social Fund (POPV 2007-2013), as well as by 

INEM, by the Basque Regional Government, the Provincial Government and by 

Fomento de San Sebastián. It is worth highlighting the type of employment contracts 

that have been signed, within the PIE framework. Aware of the highly temporary 

nature of the measures are typically adopted, the majority of these contracts are for a 

minimum of six months, thus guaranteeing stable employment for nine months. This 

Employment Stimulation Plan has received widespread backing  and consensus, 

with a total of 25 companies and organisations signing up to this municipal initiative, 

ensuring a significant level of collaboration and involvement from the sector in order 

to best stimulate the local labour marketplace, thus contributing to the established 

objectives.  

Ultra-Peripheral Regions - the wind off the Atlantic:  
 

The nine Ultra-Peripheral Regions (UPRs) of the 

European Union are the Azores, the Canary Isles, 

Guadalupe, French Guayana, Madeira, Martinique, 

Reunion, Saint Martin and Saint Barthélemy. Given 

the clear Atlantic connection that exists, the city of 

Las Palmas de Gran Canaria serves as a nexus from 

which to put forward the UPR perspective before the 

Atlantic Arc Cities Conference and the European 

Union.  
 

It should be remembered that all these regions and their cities share certain common 

problems, and aspirations within the framework of the European Union. The 

majority are islands or archipelagos, are situated far from the European continent, 

largely depend on outside supplies and, as a result of these factors, have a unique 

relationship with the countries to which they belong. 
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Atlantic ports - An instrument for convergence 

 

 

 

The cities of Gijón and Brest are 

working together in order to design 

strategies which will permit the 

exploitation within an Atlantic 

context of the opportunities offered 

by the region’s ports. 

 

 

 

 

The 2009 European Maritime Day will be held in Asturias in mid-May. Recently 

acknowledged by the Council of Europe for its European dimension, the city of Gijon 

will be organising a seminar on the relationship between cities and ports as an 

instrument of convergence, through the region’s mayors and mayoresses. With the 

support of the Atlantic Arc Cities Conference, the event will take place on the 20th of 

May, with representatives attending from the cities of Brest, Porto, Gdansk and 

Göteborg.  

 

Within this context and as part of the backing being given to an integrated Atlantic 

Arc Strategy, Brest will be coordinating a working group looking into Atlantic port 

cities within the CAAC. The aim is to define the influence of ports within the 

development of an Atlantic Space and its cities, as well as linking up to other areas, 

such as climate change and regional heritage. The group will be developing "on the 

ground" reflection which will include the various agents required in order to ensure 

synergies, establish good practices and future courses of action. 

 

Sustainable Urban Development: Leipzig Charter 

 

The project LC FACIL, initiated in 2009 and financed by the programme URBACT II, 

has for objective to build an European reference mechanism on a comprehensive, 

sustainable and solidarity urban development, on the base of the recommendations 

of the Leipzig Charter. Rennes Métropole is part out of the 8 European cities that, 

directed by the city of Leipzig, exchange with Member states on this question. 

Rennes Métropole associates CAAC in this approach, in coherence with the action 

plan approved by the latest General Assembly. 
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Knowledge - A tool for the future for local governments 

 

 
 

The concept of a Knowledge City has come about this century in the world’s most 

advanced societies and seeks to study the relationship that exists between 

knowledge, innovation and development. A Knowledge City is a geographical area 

in which there is a society organised around itself and its main economic and social 

agents with a common purpose: to take part in the development of an economy 

based on knowledge which is orientated toward interpreting what is happening 

beyond its own local frontiers in order to be able to observe and act in accordance 

with the transformations which take place on a national and international level so 

that clear directives and guidelines can be established with a view to creating wealth, 

employment and quality of life within the local setting.  

 

Co-financed by the European Union – ERDF, on the Atlantic Area Programme, Know 

Cities project was the fruit of a period of reflection on common strategies and 

processes of cooperation within the new world stage of the knowledge economy, a 

process developed within the framework of the Atlantic Arc Cities Conference. The 

Know Cities initiative has a budget of some 3 million euros, and focuses on situating 

Atlantic cities at the cutting edge of the so-called Knowledge Cities. 

 

The aim of the project is to establish an innovative methodology which will stimulate 

and facilitate access and transition to a knowledge economy in the medium-sized 

towns and cities taking part, as a strategy aimed at making transnational cooperation 

easier in common areas relating to sustainable urban development. The aim is also to 

promote the creation of a Knowledge and Innovation Network which makes it 

possible to transfer information regarding municipal management and technological 

/ innovation material. 

Investir dans notre futur commun 
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Quality Certification for Figueira da Foz sardines 

 

At the Nobre dos Paços Fair organised by Figueira da Foz City Council on 8 April, an 

official ceremony was held to award a quality certification to the Portuguese sardine 

landed in Figueira da Foz. The ceremony was chaired by the State Secretary for 

Fisheries and Agriculture and attended by the Mayor of Figuera, the Director of 

Fisheries and Aquaculture and a number of leading figures from the fisheries sector. 

The Cooperative of Fish Producers of the coast of Centro managed the whole 

certification process. 

 

This certification is especially important for Figueira da Foz and its long tradition of 

sarding fishing, for the expected positive effects in this specific sector of the fishing 

economy and to guarantee the level of quality achieved. 

 

A Coruña 

AIRE 198 (Angoulême La Rochelle, 
Niort, Poitiers) 

Angers 

Avilés 

Brest Métropole Océane 

Caen 

Cap l’Orient 

Cardiff 

Cherbourg 

Chester 

Cork 

Coventry 

Donostia - San Sebastián 

Dos Hermanas 

Eurocité Basque Bayonne-San 
Sebastián (Network of French & 
Spanish cities) 

Faro  

Figueira da Foz 

Gijón 

Jerez de la Frontera 

Las Palmas de Gran Canaria 

Limoges 

Lisbon 

Nantes Métropole  

Porto 

Rennes et Rennes Métropole 

Saint-Nazaire 

Santander 

Santiago de Compostela  

Seville 

Vigo 

Contact:  

Tamara Guirao-Espiñeira 

Conférence des Villes de l’Arc Atlantique 

6, Rue Saint-Martin - 35700 RENNES (France) 

http://www.atlanticcities.eu  

E-mail: aacities@gmail.com  

List of member cities and networks 
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