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Preamble 

A new co-operation area will be launched within the enlarged European Union that will 

emerge with the approval of the Lisbon Treaty; a new space where matters are to be defined; 

matters such as the new centrality axis and the main lines of cohesion policy. Closely linked 

with these two challenges is the role that peripheral and cross-border territories should play 

in Europe’s construction.  

In this process of change that we are facing, an identity sign remains invariable with the 

passage of time; the original and initial idea of “a Europe without barriers”.  

Those borders, where 37.5% of the European Union population lives, have not yet totally 

disappeared. Those frontiers still persist in European reality. Nowadays there are barriers in 

administrative terms, as a response to the contradictions and legal loopholes that still remain 

between the diverse legislations of Member States, meaning an important handicap for the 

development of cross-border and peripheral territories. Moreover, all these territories are 

marginal with regard to the centrality of the decision making centres.  

Gathered in Santiago de Compostela, a universal city, World Heritage, and birthplace of the 

first cultural itinerary that structured Europe in the middle Ages, The way of Saint James, but 

also a city that has developed its character and strategies of growth within the Euro region 

Galicia-North of Portugal; the hereby signing networks consider as a must that both the 

European Union and the European Commission promote a second generation cross-border 

cooperation that takes into account the major achievements of the cross-border cooperation 

processes boosted by the European Commission during the last fifteen years. Moreover, this 

second generation cross-border cooperation would define and undertake a new political 

initiative for the development of border and peripheral territories starting from 2014, whereas 

an instrument for the economic development of these territories.  

As a consequence, and being conscious of the necessity of fostering these policies in close 

cooperation with the European Commission, the founding networks agree to create a 

CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN CROSS-BORDER AND INTERREGIONAL CITIES 

NETWORKS built on the following FOUNDATIONAL CHARTER. 
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FOUNDATIONAL CHARTER OF THE CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN CROSS-BORDER 

AND INTERREGIONAL CITIES NETWORKS (CECICN). 

By convention amongst its members, the Charter determines the organisation and operating 

rules of the Conference of European Cross-border and Interregional Cities Networks. The 

CECICN Conference is comprised of the gathering of the entities representatives, approving 

the Santiago de Compostela Declaration of April 2010. 

Article 1 – Constitution 

The CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN CROSS-BORDER AND INTERREGIO NAL CITIES 

NETWORKS. 

1. The CECICN is formed by cross-border and interregional networks of cities, dealing with 

cooperation activities between cities and other territories at their specific or general work. 

Article 2 – Objectives 

The Conference establishes as its main objective the encouragement and promotion of a 

strategic framework of cooperation in cross-border and interregional territories and, as 

specific objectives, the following:  

1. The promotion of a space for discussion on interregional and cross-border cooperation, 

as well as the role that cross-border and peripheral organizations must play in the 

cohesion policies at an European scale.  

2. The development of strategies that stimulate cross-border and interregional cooperation 

at an European level in general, and among the members territories, in particular.  

3. The configuration of the dialogue with the European Union and the Commission with the 

aim of collaborating in strategies and priorities designed to the sustainable urban 

development policies, to the development of the cohesion, neighbourhood and proximity 

policies in the context of the European Union’s consolidation process.  

Article 3 – Members 

1. Members:  Every city network with own legal status or at least with five years of 

existence, as well as some previous developed work in the topic of cooperation among 

entities of different countries, will be able to join the Conference.  
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2. Observers:  Any organisation or network based in a Member State of the European 

Union that has carried on works in the field of cooperation, despite of its legal status, may 

be invited to take part as an observer.  

3. The joining of new members takes place with a joining request addressed to the 

Executive Board that will forward it to the Members. These organisations can take part in 

the work of the Conference as soon as they are admitted by the Executive Board. 

Article 4 – Head office 

1. The head office of the Conference is based in the city of Santiago de Compostela. The 

Conference is created by undefined time and it may be dissolved in any time by decision of 

the Executive Board, by a majority of two thirds. 

Article 5 – Organization 

1. The structure of the Conference is formed by the following bodies: 

• Executive Board 

• One President 

• Vice-Presidents 

• One Secretary General 

2. The working language of the Conference is English. 

 

Article 6 – The Executive Board  

1. The Executive Board brings together all the institutions that are members of the 

Conference and it constitutes its maximum body.  

2. The Executive Board is formed by one representative of each network and the Presidents 

of the thematic commissions. Mandates are held for two years and the Board is elected by 

the whole of the members of the Conference. Their post as members of the Executive Board 

can be renewable.  

3. On a proposal from Presidency, Vice-presidencies and Secretary General, the Executive 

Board defines orientations for the Conference and decides, through resolutions and general 

declarations, the actions to be performed by the Conference.  

4. Each member network possesses one vote. 

5. The Executive Board will meet at least twice per year.  

6. Executive Board chooses its President and its Vice-Presidents. 

7. Executive Board chooses the Secretary General.  
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Article 7 – The Presidency and Vice-Presidencies   

1. Presidency and Vice-Presidencies exercise the political Management of the Conference. 

They guarantee the compliance of the resolutions adopted by the Executive Board and 

coordinate the Works of the Conference.  

Article 8 – The President  

1. Executive Board chooses the President of Conference, for a two year mandate, 

renewable.  

2. To be elected, the candidate must be a person proposed by a practising member of a 

Conference’s member institution.  

3. The President represents the Conference. 

Article 9 – The Vice-Presidents 

1. Other members are the Vice-Presidents.  

2. The Vice-Presidents represent the Conference in absence of the President. 

Article 10 – The Secretary General 

1. The Secretary General is responsible for the correct functioning of the Conference. 

His/her main responsibilities are 

a. Administrative and financial Management of the Conference.  

b. Guarantee the correct functioning of the Conference; 

c. Provide support to the Presidency and the ruling bodies of the Conference. 

2. The General Secretary is appointed by the Executive Board.  

Article 11 – Cooperation with other organisations 

1. So as to facilitate active collaboration between the Conference and other institutions that 

pursue similar or complementary objectives, the Conference may grant some of them an 

“Associated Organisation” status. These associated organisations may nominate 

representatives to participate at Conference meetings but they can not vote.  

2. The Presidency of the Conference is free to sign cooperation agreements with 

organisations susceptible to contribute to the achievement of the goals of the Conference. 

These agreements shall be ratified by the Executive Board.  

3. The Executive Board is free to decide about joining other institutions, should it benefit its 

objectives. This joining must be accepted by 2/3 of members of the Executive Board.   
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4. So as to boost agility in decision making process, there will be two kinds of agreements: 

the operative ones, to set up actions foreseen in the Plan of Action, and fundamental 

agreements, which modify the structure of the Conference. Operative Agreements can be 

signed by the President while they are not ratified by the Executive Board and Fundamental 

Agreements depend on the Executive Board exclusively. In any case, members of the Politic 

Commission will be informed before of the signature of the Operative Agreements. 

Article 12 – Final Article 

The Secretariat of the Conference will propose to the Executive Board, in a three month’s 

deadline, a functioning model, legal scope and articles of association.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


