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"Atlantic Cities, engines for European development"
On 3rd and 4th July,
Welcome to Saint-Nazaire.
Located in the mouth of the Loire, Saint-Nazaire
is a small arrowhead in the Atlantic Arc, the line
running from Ireland to Portugal, including the
UK, France and Spain.
Born of the transatlantic line and the
shipbuilding industry in the nineteenth century,
Saint-Nazaire is the central city of a
metropolitan area of more than 115,000
inhabitants. Moreover, Nantes / Saint-Nazaire is
the first port of the French Atlantic coast. It is
also a land of culture: a bold and strong
industrial culture diversified in many varied
and innovative trades, port and seaside culture,
… an Atlantic Culture developed thanks to the
many woven links, especially between the cities
of the Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities since the
birth of the network in 2000.
You will discover a city that has many advantages: twenty sandy beaches bordering the
ocean, a regained submarine base and its flagship, the Escal'Atlantic facility.
Away from major European traffic routes, the Atlantic Arc cities have every interest to assert
their territorial specificities of concrete innovations to the European institutions in
sustainable development, like support for EMR (Marine Renewable Energies) the
development of motorways of the sea or even the concept of "Smart Cities". These topics will
be discussed widely on July 3, 4 and 5 July, in an essential perspective for CAAC, the citizens
perspective. Focused on the future of the Atlantic Arc, the General Assembly will be a
studious and friendly appointment labelled by "Green Capital Nantes 2013" not to be missed,
to perpetuate the friendship between our brave cities.
From the port of Saint-Nazaire, I wish you a good journey across the Atlantic Arc to join us.

Joel Batteux
CAAC vice-president
Mayor of Saint-Nazaire
President of Saint-Nazaire Agglomeration

Aviles: European Award for Innovation in Public Administration
Last October 26, 2012, the Secretariat of the
Conference of Atlantic Arc cities sent the
monthly newsletter with the open
European calls. Among them was the
European Award for Innovation in Public
Administration. Seven months later, we are
pleased to announce that Avilés, CAAC
member and President of the Commission
of Cohesive and Attractive cities, was
nominated among the runners-up.
Avilés was in competition with projects of Helsinki (Finland), Haut-Rhin (France),
University of Ljubljana (Slovenia), Stockholm (Sweden) and Islington in London. Also, the
price ceremony took place in another city of CAAC: the Irish city of Cork, in June 6th, in the
context of the European week of innovative regions.
This initiative aims to promote the initiatives of the different administrations in Europe. The
City Council of Avilés was selected as a finalist in the category "Citizens” for the Initiative"
CONTRASTS: Social commitment in the territory of Avilés”, for the implementation and
development of the internal rules for the integration of social criteria in public procurement
of the Town Hall. Prize winners are selected on the basis of four criteria: economic impact of
their initiative, relevance against the challenges faced by society, originality and ease of
replication idea, and how it is intended to use the prize money.

Cherbourg, film city: 50 YEARS of Umbrellas
In 1963, Jacques Demy turned the
umbrellas of Cherbourg, first fully sung
film in the history of Film and Palme d'Or
in Cannes in 1964. Fifty years later, the
town of Cherbourg-Octeville celebrates
the event and organizes a series of events
from May to October: exhibitions,
intimate street theatre, guided tours,
flashmobs, photo call, film festival...
The city thus creates a discovery journey in the footsteps of Jacques Demy across ten flagship
locations of the film: shop, railway station, former station Esso, the Italian theatre, the Court
Marie... A journey to be launched on 15 June. Cherbourg-Octeville, this year will offer the
opportunity to dive or plunge into the atmosphere of the film which will be broadcast on many
occasions. For instance, guided tours will be followed by a free screening! Looking forward to
seeing you in Cherbourg!
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The European Commission visits Sevilla to see the progress as Smart City
Last May, Sevilla received the visit of the
Coordination Unit for Research and
Technology for Energy of the Directorate
General for Energy and Transport of the
European Commission.
As Sevilla was the only European city to win
three nominations in the Smart City Energy
Topic, in this visit Seville presented these
winning projects.

Thus, the Corporation for Municipal Enterprises (CEMS) with support from the City Smart
Cluster, a national group that promotes innovative initiatives in the field of intelligent cities, has
organized two working days in which various municipal offices, public agencies and
autonomous bodies have shown the representative of the European Commission's the projects
and initiatives that will be shortly launched in the city in terms of energy efficiency.

Week of Innovative Regions held in Cork
The Week of Innovative Regions in Europe (WIRE)
Conference series, financed under the FP7
Capacities Research Potential work programme, is
now recognised as a key element in facilitation of
the European regional agenda. The conferences
have generally succeeded in bringing together
regional, national and European stakeholders
including public organisations, policymakers,
research communities and enterprises to address,
develop and progress key topics of interest to the
community.
The three-day conference, Week of Innovative
Regions Europe IV (WIRE IV), was organised in
Cork, Ireland during Ireland’s Presidency of the
European Union, the first week of June 2013. The
WIRE IV will focus on regional aspects relevant to
the final stages of the Horizon 2020 design and
legislative process and will be positioned
primarily as an implementation focussed activity
in the context of the Cohesion Policy 2014-2020
.and Europe 2020
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Lisbon, an Atlantic urban project in crisis time
On 27th and 28th June 2013, Lisbon,
will receive the International Seminar
Atelier Projet Urbain 44, Lisbonne, Un
Projet Urbain en temps de crise,
organized by the French Ministry of
Equality of Territories and Habitation,
with the collaboration of the Lisbon
City Council.
The event will address how a city can
lead a strong strategy and not always
popular and ambitious projects such as
the reduction of the place of the car,
making it in a sober manner and in
times of crisis.
Atelier Projet Urbain proposes site visits to work currently in progress in the city. Architects
and those responsible for these interventions in the territory will discuss the policies, tools
and projects that have helped a regenerated city learn how to make a little go a long way. For
registration you can visit the seminar website on: www.projeturbain44lisbonne.com

Saint Nazaire: Active Citizens For Atlantic Europe
Funded
by
FRASECOPE,
an
EU
awareness device of the region Pays de la
Loire, Active Citizen For Atlantic Europe
(ACxAE) is a project of the Saint Nazaire
Agglomeration.
ACxAE aims to encourage and to more
actively
involve
citizens
in
public action and share the challenges of
European Atlantic Strategy, strengthening
the dialogue between European citizens
and the institutions of the European Union.

Based on the experience of active participation of the inhabitants of Saint Nazaire and Avilés,
the project aims to give a stronger community and civic dimension to the member cities of
the CAAC in the General Assembly of Saint-Nazaire. Also, to better involve citizens, the
project will create a web platform on the shared vision of Europe with citizens and local
players. Because cities are places of awareness of European issues, the exchange platform
will aim to address in particular the urban dimension of the future cohesion policy in a
"bottom-up" approach. The challenge is to involve citizens in the reflection usually reserved
for elected representatives and specialized technicians -. Feel free to send your ideas and
contributions to the Secretariat of the CAAC!
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Brest will host the Civitas Conference in 2013
Between the 30th of September and the
2nd of October Brest will welcome the
CIVITAS Forum 2013, an annual event
bringing together representatives of
CIVITAS Forum Network member
cities including their politicians and
technical experts, and supporting cities
to introduce ambitious transport
measures
and
policies
towards
sustainable urban mobility.
The Brest conference will be the 11th edition of the forum, placing this city alongside several
quarters of Europe including Vitoria-Gasteiz, Funchal, Malmö, Krakow, Bologna, Kaunas,
Burgos, Nantes, Rotterdam and Graz. Although the series started in 2003, this will be the first
time ever that the annual CIVITAS forum is hosted by a non-demonstration city, eager to
present its achievements in terms of sustainable urban mobility to the CIVITAS community.
Over the past 20 years, Brest metropolitan area has been involved in a progressive redesign
of its mobility system, being proud of the results and solutions found to improve quality of
life of its citizens and enhance sustainable transport in the area.

Nantes, invited to the Atlantic Arc Festival in Gijon

If you are travelling to Asturias
from the July 27th to August 4th,
we recommend you to check out
the Atlantic Arc Festival to
participate in the activities you
like and live this international
encounter.

This Atlantic Arc Festival is based on dance and theatre, literature, audio-visual arts,
traditional culture, music, sea, nature and countries and cities from the Atlantic Arc.
The best gastronomy from our countries will be on this festival. Today the maritime link
with Nantes places Gijon in a privileged position as backbone of new ways of trade between
those countries and the Northwest of the Iberian Peninsula through the motorways of the
sea. In both cases, the port has been the engine of growth. In addition, similar trades like
metallurgy and tobacco knit closely together both cities.
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Asturias will be the star at the Interceltic Festival
At the center of the celebration this year, Asturias has
a living musical tradition, great vocal and
instrumental diversity. The bagpipe, gaita in the
country, is considered to be a genuine national
instrument. The Festival will take place from the 2nd
till the 11th of August. The Lorient Interceltic Festival
was born 43 years ago out of the will of its founders to
contribute to Breton music and culture and to open
woven to Celtic nations, both in the Islands (Scotland,
Wales, Cornwall, Isle of Man, Ireland) but also in the
North of Spain (Galicia and Asturias).
This has given the Festival a particular place among Breton festivals, but also internationally,
insofar as it was able create a venue featuring Brittany alongside other nations and thus to
forge a new exchange concept: interceltism.

EUROPEAN PROJECTS: THE ROLE OF CITIES

ATLANTIC AREA

Investing in our common future

This section takes a look at progress made in different projects which
Atlantic cities form part of, jointly financed with the support of the
European Union - ERDF and the European Atlantic Area programme.

KnowCities Closing Seminar: A look to SmartCity Strategies
This seminar aimed to introduce and discuss
aspects of the 2020 strategy and its reflection in the
new funding period 2014-2020. It covered case
studies of European cities that are acting as urban
drivers and solutions proposed by technology
companies; from a participatory prism open to the
general public allowing rich discussion with
national and international experts. This conference,
held on May 28 at the Kursaal, was part of the
closing seminar of the project KnowCities, led by
Fomento San Sebastián and composed of a
partnership of 11 European cities. The aim of the
project has been to seek a common urban
methodology to work as a city of knowledge.
In addition, on May 29 the event continued with the presentation of good practices in the city
of Donostia-San Sebastián selected by international experts, like the candidature of European
Capital of Culture 2016 and the SurfCity Cluster.
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NEA2: Atlantic water sports games in Portugal in 2013
The Atlantic water sports
games
("Atlantic
Games»
www.jniea.eu) were created in
1995. This sporting event held
annually - usually late July - in
a different region of the
Atlantic façade of Europe, the
Portugal, Spain, France, Great
Britain or Ireland
The event is placed under the authority of an International Committee (French association
law of 1901 created in 1996), composed of representatives of the nautical sports movement
from different regions. This Committee sets the rules, decides the sites of different editions...
Held without interruption since 1995, the Atlantic watersports games have a new dynamic
since 2007 (Brittany). The last editions were held successively in Getxo - Bilbao (Spain) in
2008, in Viana do Castelo (Portugal) in 2009, in Santander (Spain) in 2010, in Bideford (U.K.)
in 2011, in Quiberon (France) in 2012. The 2013 edition will be hosted by the city of Viana do
Castelo, Norte Portugal, from 14 to 19 July, on the following sectors: sailing, surfing, kite
surfing, rowing, surf lifesaving, kayaking, open water swimming, finswimming. 400
sportsmen of the whole European Atlantic area are expected. The games are recognized by
the sports federations and part of the regional games of the ISA.

IMAGINA ATLANTICA: CREATIVE EXCHANGES IN THE ATLANTIC ARC
On the second week of May, 25 students of the
Arts School Antonio Failde (Ourense) visited
the Image Pole of Angoulême. Four Portuguese
young professionals completed the group, as a
result of a local competition. The Iberian
delegation visited the House of Authors and the
Museum of Comic, as well as three Image
colleges and three Animation studios.
Moving on, the project is now preparing an
International Conference, which will take place in Ourense (Galicia) on June 27th and 28th
under the title: “Creative Territories: Improving our heritage.” The aim of this event is to
gather international actors around a context where ICT’s play a primordial role. The
program is composed by political representatives working on the issue as well as experts on
animation and comic like Alberto Vázquez, Luís Carreira and Santy Gutiérrez. Several
workshops will complete the two-day conference Registration and programmes are available
here:
http://planificacion.depourense.es/territorioscreativos/index.php/en/inicioo
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EUROPE FOR CITIZENS
This section takes a look at progress made in different projects which
Atlantic cities form part of, jointly financed with the support of the
European Union – EACEA. This communication reflects the views only of
the author and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use
which may be made of the information contained therein

TONETA closed in Guimaraes
After the debates between
city representatives and
young people, TONETA
partnership has realised
that sport is essential to
reach its goals so they
organized a meeting in
Guimaraes (Portugal) last
May.
.
Guimaraes is the European Capital of Sports 2013 and Cardiff will be the same in
2014. As 9th May is Europe’s Day and the General Assembly of the Atlantic Regions
was hold in Porto on 16th and 17th May, TONETA partnership decided to organise
its meeting in 17th and 18th May in Guimaraes. Representatives of the Sport Sector of
the Atlantic Area were given the opportunity to discuss about the future of the
Atlantic Arc and the current EU call on Sports.
List of CAAC members
A Coruña

Cork

Nantes Métropole

AIRE 198 (Angoulême La Rochelle,

Donostia - San Sebastián

Port Nantes- Saint Nazaire

Niort, Poitiers)

Faro

Rennes et Rennes Métropole

Gijón

Saint-Nazaire

Las Palmas de Gran Canaria

Santander

Lorient Agglomération

Santiago de Compostela

Lisboa

Sevilla

Avilés
Brest Métropole Océane
Caen
Cherbourg

Curator and contact:
Tamara Guirao-Espiñeira, Coordinator
Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities
10, rue des Dames – 35000 RENNES (France)
Tél.: +33 (0) 965234166–
Email: coordinator@atlanticcities.eu
Web : http://www.atlanticities.eu
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