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Innovation at the service of a low-carbon economy
For many years, Brest is committed in European
dialogue, particularly bringing about its support
for the integrated maritime policy.
Fully aware of the essential role of the Atlantic
Maritime Strategy, Brest Métropole Océane,
territory of projects, encourages this approach
coordinated by the European Union.
It is therefore logical that Brest seized the
opportunity to host the French Atlantic Forum on
29 and 30 October. It will also have the pleasure of
receiving in parallel the General Assembly of the
Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities, a network
which has watched over the specificity of our
maritime cities for a long time.
'Innovation at the service of a low-carbon economy' the
topic for this forum, fits fully into the Europe 2020
strategy, making innovation the engine for a blue
growth.
It is also a development axis that mobilizes the players in marine sciences and technologies
present on our territory around marine renewables, sustainable maritime transport or maritime
safety for many years. These topics will be at the heart of this French stage of the Atlantic Forum
exchangesthe last week of October.
Looking forward to meeting you in Brest!. See you soon.

M. François Cuillandre
Mayor of Brest. President of Brest Métropole Océane.
Leader of CAAC Commission of Sustainable Urban Development

PLEASE REGISTER FOR THESE EVENTS HERE: www.atlanticcities.eu
……………………………..

Atlantic Port Cities met in Nantes
Coinciding with the 13th World Conference of Cities and Ports organized by the AIVP and which
took place this year in the Atlantic Cities of Saint Nazaire and Nantes, the Conference of Atlantic
Arc Cities held the meeting of its Port Cities working group, piloted by the city of Saint Nazaire.
The meeting was celebrated on 21 June afternoon in Nantes Métropole so as to discuss the
position of the Atlantic Port Cities before the Atlantic Strategy. Following the success of the
meeting of November 2011, on this occasion the selected topics were marine renewable energies,
the project Portonovo and a formal Declaration of the Working Group to be adopted at the
General Assembly in Brest.

Santiago de Compostela: an integrated strategy against residues
Santiago-Centro Foundation, the town of Santiago
de Compostela and Sogama have initialled a
cooperation agreement through which agree to join
forces in a common front: the preservation of the
environment and improvement of the well-being
and quality of life of the neighbourhood of the city.
Thus, these three entities will fight against one of
the main threats: residues, and more specifically
against the negative effects that has high
proliferation of non-biodegradable plastic bags for
single use in the environment.
Therefore, Santiago-Centro, through the approximately 145 entities attached to it and located in
the Ensanche area, will proceed to the distribution of 30,000 recycled paper bags, reusable and
recyclable, baptized with the slogan "Contigo, ata o fin" (With you till the end). The goal is that both
merchants and consumers abandon the excessive use of plastic bags and commit fully to reuse, a
gesture which, no doubt, will bring significant environmental benefits, contributing to saving
energy and raw materials. The campaign to run will not be limited to a mere distribution of
ecological bags, but it will encourage the owners of the establishments to carry out informative
and formative actions aimed at customers that will recall the importance of minimizing the
production of waste, through a responsible consumption, and extend the useful life of products
through their maximum use, actively participating in the mechanisms of selective collection. In
addition, the City Council will assume the development of environmental workshops aimed at
the population in general, and school children in particular.

Cork is on the move for electric cars
Cork City Council is to benefit from EU funding to buy
hundreds of electric cars and develop possible “smart
energy zones” throughout the city. A total of €1.5 million
will be shared between Cork City Council, Trinity College,
ESB and Dublin’s local authorities to develop electric
transport plans in Ireland’s two largest cities. The move is
part of an EU-wide electromobility initiative called Green
eMotion.
This initiative will deliver a total of more than €24 million to selected regions across all member
states in a bid to develop know-how and share experience on exchanging petrol and dieselfuelled private transport to the more environmentally-friendly electric car.
The Green eMotion project is part of the European Green Cars Initiative (EGCI) that was
launched within the context of the European Recovery Plan. It supports the achievement of the
EU’s ambitious climate goals, such as the reduction of CO2 emissions by 60 percent by the year
2050. EGCI supports the research and development of road transport solutions that have the
potential to achieve sustainable as well as groundbreaking results in the use of renewable and
non-polluting energy sources.
Overall, about 2,000 electric cars and 3,500 charging stations will be rolled out across Ireland in a
partnership between industry, manufacturers, local authorities and universities.
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Carbon Lite Cardiff:
Cardiff Council is aware that climate change is one
of the greatest threats to environmental, social and
economic sustainability facing the world today.
Rising global temperatures will bring changes in
weather patterns, rising sea levels and increased
frequency and intensity of extreme weather events.
Globally there may be severe problems in regions
that are particularly vulnerable. Acting now is
paramount to adapt to climate change and to
reduce the risk by reducing the contribution to
greenhouses gas emissions.
Cardiff Council, in partnership with other major employers and organizations in the city, is
committed to make Cardiff a Carbon Lite City. To help progress, some of the major employers
and interested community groups in the city have formed a Carbon Lite Cardiff Partnership.
Together they have produced a Carbon Lite Cardiff Action Plan, which outlines actions to reduce
our carbon emissions and prepare for the changes climate change will bring. The Action Plan
includes both mitigation measures (reducing our emissions) and adaptation actions (preparing
for likely changes). The purpose of this Plan is to ensure that all those who play a part in the city
are aware of the challenges afforded by climate change and are galvanized into action by means
of a central guiding plan.
The Carbon Lite Cardiff partnership has also signed the EU Covenant of Mayors, committing the
city to go beyond the objectives set by the EU for 2020, reducing our city-wide CO2 emissions by
at least 20%.

Lisboa: Smart metering for Efficient Decisions
The Lisboa E-Nova can nowadays provide a means for diagnosing that helps in the reduction of
electricity consumption. Under the PPEC-Promotion plan of Electrical Energy efficiency 20112012, the project Smart metering for Efficient Decisions has as main objective to promote the
improvement of efficiency in electricity consumption through awareness of users for their
electricity consumption, by providing real-time information (through the installation of remote
metering systems of electricity consumption and query via the internet in 250 homes and 10
buildings), including raising awareness and disseminating good practices in the area of energy
efficiency. The project comprises the selection of participants, their awareness, the
characterization of their situation and the development and design of implementation of remote
metering solutions.
Participants simply need to have Internet access at
home and allow the installation of a smart meter
(provided by ISA-Intelligent Sensing Anywhere) in
the control panel. It is a small unit, with full
security guarantee, which will measure their
electrical consumption. The unit will present
energy consumption in real time, allowing acting
immediately when this value seems excessive. This
display provides also other information, such as the
cost of electricity and the room temperature and
does not require any installation, as it works
wireless.
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ATLANTIC AREA
This section takes a look at progress made in different projects which Atlantic cities form part of, jointly financed
with the support of the European Union - ERDF and the European Atlantic Area programme.

IMAGINAATLANTICA: International Conference in December
IMAGINAATLANTICA aims to create an Atlantic area
cluster focused on new image technologies and their
application in the innovative digital promotion of Atlantic
Heritage. The projects long term aim is the creation of the
IMAGINAATLANTICA
Promotion
Agency
whilst
developing experimental activities.

The first IMAGINAATLANTICA International Conference will be held on 13 and 14 December
2012 in Angoulême (France). This event will bring together institutional representatives (local
elected representatives, national representatives, MEPs, European Commission) and expert
specialists on the issue of the role of the image technologies as a vector of development of
territories.
It will also be a highlight in the consolidation of the links between creative territories of the
Atlantic Arc.
Please visit and follow: http://www.imagina-atlantica.eu // @ImaginaAtlantic

ANATOLE, key project of the Atlantic strategy
During the Atlantic Forum, which will run between September and March 2013, the actors of the
Atlantic territories, collaborating with the European institutions, will establish an Action Plan to
implement the Atlantic Strategy from 2014.
This strategy, born as maritime, must lead to a territorial approach of the cooperation in the
Atlantic Arc; with the aim to develop a more intelligent, sustainable and inclusive territory, in
accordance with the principles of the 2020 EU Strategy and the
future cohesion policy.
Atlantic Cities have been working on “Economy of proximity”
(short delivery chains), based on the direct exchange between
producers and consumers in the same territory. When it is
managed by cities, it strengthens not only the local economy, but
food security, biodiversity and agricultural and fisheries sectors’
employment.
Regarding these objectives and the willingness to strengthen the
consistency of the Atlantic Strategy with the three dimensions of Cohesion, as defined by the
Lisbon Treaty (territorial, social and economic), ANATOLE is an indispensable tool for the future
of the Atlantic Arc.
Please visit and follow: http://www.anatoleproject.eu // @anatoleproject
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Know Cities: Transnational Meeting in Sevilla (Spain)
The Know-Cities project, leaded by Fomento de San Sebastián will meet in Sevilla on 22nd and
23rd November 2012. The project's objective is to implement an innovative methodology of
modeling through a coaching-mentoring that encourages urban momentum and facilitates access
and transition to the knowledge economy to medium and small cities of the Atlantic Arc. This
meeting will serve for the presentation of the reports in coaching activity and an introduction in
the mentoring activity. Sevilla will serve as an on-site benchmark concerning the positioning
of strategic sectors in local economy, the dynamics of industries in crisis time, the UniversityBusiness cooperation and knowledge-intensive services.
An observatory of attraction and a local innovation system will be also presented, together with
evaluation and communication activities.
Please visit and follow: http://www.knowcities.eu // @KnowCities

EUROPE FOR CITIZENS
This section takes a look at progress made in different projects which Atlantic cities form part
of, jointly financed with the support of the European Union – EACEA. This communication
reflects the views only of the author and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use
which may be made of the information contained therein

TONETA analyses the Atlantic Sustainable Urban Development
The project TONETA, driven by the Conference of Atlantic
Arc Cities (CAAC) and led by Gijon in the framework of
the Europe for Citizens programme, counts on the
cooperation of CAAC cities and also involves, Cardiff, the
Association of Municipalities of the Vale do Ave (AMAVEGuimaraes), and AIRE 198 (Niort, Poitiers, La Rochelle,
Angoulême). The main aim of TONETA is to give the
transnational cooperations in the Atlantic Area a clear
urban dimension, translating the subsidiarity principle into
daily language; so active European citizenship shall
become reality.
EU and Atlantic values will be at the basis of every action and will constitute the cross-cuting tool
to ensure ownership of the results. It cannot be ignored that the countries of the Atlantic Arc have
felt the effects of the current recession to a greater degree, and the local authorities are thus
witnessing how their capacity to react is reduced. The exchange of best practices, projects that
reach scale economies and wide involvement of civil society are sine qua non conditions to
overcome the crisis. This exchange of good practice has been crystalised in a report that
summarises the relation between urban Atlantic initiatives and the thematic objectives of the
future EU cohesion policy.
The report can be consulted at the blog of the project:
TONETA BLOG (click here)
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List of member cities and networks
A Coruña

Cherbourg

Rennes et Rennes Métropole

AIRE 198 (Angoulême La Rochelle,

Cork

Saint-Nazaire

Niort, Poitiers)

Donostia - San Sebastián

Santander

Faro

Santiago de Compostela

Gijón

Sevilla

Avilés
Brest Métropole Océane
Caen
Cap l’Orient
Cardiff

Las Palmas de Gran Canaria
Lisboa
Nantes Métropole

Contact:
Tamara Guirao-Espiñeira
Conférence des Villes de l’Arc Atlantique
Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities
10, rue des Dames — 35000 RENNES (France)
- Web: http://www.atlanticcities.eu - Blog: http://atlanticcities.wordpress.com/
– E-mail: generalsecretariat@atlanticcities.eu
PLEASE FOLLOW, SHARE AND EXCHANGE WITH US CLICKING AT THESE LINKS:

Facebook § LinkedIn § RegioNetwork § Twitter
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