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Meeting in La Rochelle on the occasion of the XVI General Assembly, the members of the Conference of 

Atlantic Arc Cities adopt the following Final Declaration: 

1. Atlantic Arc Cities are pleased by the smooth running of the European Urban Agenda and they: 

a) Rely on the good offices of the Dutch presidency of the European Union that should lead to the 

signing of an Urban Pact in May 2016 

b) Want to recall the importance of the urban dimension in growth strategies, especially in macro-

regions and maritime strategies 

c) Believe that the Agenda should be sensitive to the diversity of urban models 

d) Request that the bottom-up perspective to be strengthened in the Agenda, so that cities can 

participate directly, the various urban networks are included and the prospect of citizens is reflected. 

e) Remember that urban acquis is also composed of the political documents of city networks, such as 

the Charter of San Sebastián of the CAAC. 

2. Concerning the instruments identified by the European Urban Agenda, the Atlantic cities would like to 

complete them as follows: 

a) The better regulation must be accompanied by a substantial simplification effort 

b) The best financing must achieve economies of scale, including territorial cooperation between cities 

that share a geographical área  

c) Better knowledge needs to include geographical networks of cities as the CAAC in the relevant 

Monitoring Committees (INTERREG, Atlantic Maritime Strategy), the network of urban 

development and other forms of partnership. 

d) The three instruments should be increased with a fourth, better governance. The Urban Agenda 

must implement multilevel governance and facilitate citizen participation in European policies. 

3. Considering the importance of the seventh report on cohesion expected in 2017 and the first post 2020 

legislative proposals expected in 2018, the Atlantic cities want to convey their concern about the future of 

cohesion policy. So, they want to stress that: 

a) The way out of the crisis goes through greater solidarity at European level and promoting critical 

mass in development projects. Both factors demonstrate the relevance of cohesion policy as a 

catalyst for change.  

b) The three dimensions of cohesion (social, territorial and economic) are essential. That is why the 

2016-2019 Strategic Plan of the CAAC will revolve around these axes 

c) An abandonment of the principle of cohesion and its practical application may cause a breakdown 

of the European project and greater mistrust of citizens regarding the impact of EU policies 

d) Multilevel governance and related principles of subsidiarity, proportionality and additionality imply 

that future negotiations on the cohesion policy should allow for decision-making power of cities 

e) The massive participation in territorial cooperation programmes such as SUDOE or POCTEP 

demonstrates the relevance of INTERREG for the Atlantic stakeholders. However, the difficulties 

encountered in programs such as NWE or Channel must be overcome to avoid an expulsion effect 

that causes inefficiencies. The delay in the launching of the Atlantic Area program should be 

mitigated with an operational call. 

4. Against this backdrop, the Atlantic cities engage to cooperate among themselves and with other 

institutions to achieve a coherent development of this geographic area. 

 

 


