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Changes at the CAAC! 

The General Assembly in Chester in June 2007 ratified 
a number of organisational changes within the CAAC. 
Congratulations first of all to Mr Xosé António Sánchez 
Bugallo, Mayor of Santiago de Compostela, who was elected 
President of the Conference by this General Assembly. 
The Executive Bureau was also re-elected in part, 
and we welcome Cardiff and Rennes as new vice-presidencies. 

There have been changes at the General Secretariat too. Having worked for the Conference for five 
years, Marie-Ange Orihuela has left her post as Director to take up new challenges elsewhere. 
It is largely thanks to her activism and her devotion that the CAAC has grown, and we wish her all 
the best in her new responsibilities. 

Alongside these internal changes, new priorities have emerged for the CAAC. Our lobbying action 
to achieve recognition of the contribution made by the cities to the European Union’s objectives 
adopted at the Lisbon and Göteborg summits (competitiveness and sustainable development) has borne 
fruit, with as a corollary new instruments being made available for the cities. In order to justify 
this recognition, the Conference now needs to use all its creative resources to imagine and develop 
innovative projects.  

There is no lack of challenges to be taken up. Among these, in the face of the increasingly evident effects 
of climate change, which sometimes have disastrous consequences for local populations, the integration 
of sustainable development objectives into territorial policies has become essential. For the Atlantic Arc, 
which has one of the richest natural heritages and resources in Europe, opting for environmental 
excellence could even form the basis for its development. The cities have a decisive role to play 
in this context. 

This is why Mr Bugallo has made sustainable urban development a priority of his term of office 
at the head of the CAAC. As he explains in our “point of view” (p. 8), he is determined to develop 
a joint strategy at Atlantic level.  

In this issue of the news bulletin you will also find the usual 
columns, an update on European news, calls for proposals 
recently published by the European Union, latest news 
from the CAAC working groups, and details of forthcoming 
events in the member cities. 

Have a good read! 

Fabien Mesclier 
CAAC General Secretariat 

 

In the centre, Mr Sánchez Bugallo, the 
CAAC’s new President. 
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European information 

Adoption of the Leipzig Charter and EU territorial agenda 

As expected, the Informal Council of EU 27 Ministers responsible for urban development and territorial 
cohesion, held in Leipzig on 24-25 May, adopted the Leipzig Charter on sustainable European cities 
and the territorial agenda of the EU. These two documents advocate strengthening the involvement 
of Europe’s cities and regions in the EU decision-making process by taking greater account 
of their diversity and identity, and giving them an active role in boosting employment and growth. 

- The territorial agenda of the European Union argues the benefits of pursuing an integrated 
territorial development policy. It calls for more cooperation and networking on territorial aspects 
in the future including on issues such as sustained economic growth and labour market policies, 
networking among urban regions and a modern understanding of urban and spatial development 
involving a broad range of regional and local players. 

- The Leipzig Charter on sustainable European cities argues that an integrated urban planning 
approach is a prerequisite for the sustainable development of European cities. Its key themes 
concern strategies for upgrading the urban fabric and for enhancing local economies and labour 
markets, clean urban transport and the integration of migrants. 

The General Secretariat drafted a reaction to these two documents, which was sent to the German 
Presidency of the EU in preparation for the Leipzig meeting. This document will shortly be available 
on the CAAC website. 

For further information, see: 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/07/705&format=HTML&aged=0&lang
uage=FR  
New European Commission guide to European funding for cities 

The European Commission took the opportunity of the Leipzig meeting to present its new guide 
to European aid for cities. The first part presents cohesion policy for 2007-2013; the second part 
describes the urban dimension of other EU policies and specifies the relevant financial resources. 
The guide is therefore a valuable information tool, which will also prove useful in drawing up project 
proposals. 

For further information, see: 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/07/704&format=HTML&aged=0&lang
uage=FR  

Green Paper on urban transport 

The Commission is due to adopt its Green Paper on urban transport on 25 September. This is expected 
to cover issues such as making public transport more attractive, use of green vehicles by public 
authorities, the setting up of transport management systems, the integration of different means 
of transport, etc. A wide public consultation will be organised, open until the spring of 2008, 
and a concrete action plan will be adopted in autumn 2008. 

As you will remember, a number of CAAC cities responded to the European Commission’s internet 
consultation carried out as part of the preparation of the Green Paper. The Conference’s Transport 
and Accessibility working group, chaired by Nantes Métropole, also drew up a joint contribution which 
was sent to the European Commission. 

The European Commission adopts the 4th cohesion report  

On Wednesday 30 May the Commission adopted its fourth cohesion report. This presents a detailed 
analysis of the situation of the regions in terms of GDP, productivity and employment, lists 
the challenges that will face Member States and their regions in the future, and makes an initial 
assessment of the impact of European cohesion policy for the programming period 2000-2006 
and of the preparations for the new period 2007-2013. At her press conference, Commissioner Hübner 
recalled the main challenges that the cities and regions will have to face over the coming decades. 
These are closely linked to regional policy, i.e. demographic decline, globalisation, and climate change. 
Lastly, the report asks 17 questions which are intended to spark off discussion within and outside 
the European institutions on the follow-up to cohesion policy after 2013.  

For further information, see: 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docoffic/official/reports/cohesion4/index_fr.htm  
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The European Urban Audit 

This initiative consisted in collecting data relating to more than 300 variables concerning quality of life 
in European cities. The resulting “State of European cities report” comprises the fullest available survey 
on European cities. Based on a unique collection of urban statistics, it provides an in-depth analysis 
of a wide range of demographic, economic, and social data. It also provides information on other topics 
such as education levels, civic involvement, and the environment. 

Link to the “State of European cities report”: 
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/studies/pdf/urban/stateofcities_2007.pdf  

Intercultural cities: governance and policies for diverse communities 

This is a Council of Europe programme, aiming to enhance and support community efforts to make 
the best of cultural diversity. 

The Intercultural Cities programme will study successful experiences in a range of cities in Europe 
(and possibly beyond) and harness this experience to inform and shape structures, policies and practice 
in other cities through mentoring and good practice exchange. In addition to the exchanges, good 
practice will be disseminated by means of an annual Intercultural Cities fair, and through publications 
and the internet. 

Deadline date for applications: 30 September 2007 

Contact: Irena Guidikova - Tel: + 33 (0)3 88 41 32 19 - irena.guidikova@coe.int  

Culture 2007 Programme: Call for proposals — EACEA/23/07, strand 1.2.1 cooperation measures 

The programme encompasses the cultural sector as a whole and aspires to stimulate synergies leading 
to a sustainable cultural cooperation at European level, by means of promoting transnational mobility 
of people working in the cultural sector, transnational circulation of artistic and cultural works 
and products, and intercultural dialogue. 

Community co-financing will be provided for sectoral or cross-sectoral cultural actions of a shorter 
duration and smaller scale, which aim at exploring avenues for longer-term cooperation among cultural 
operators. Each cooperation measure must involve at least three cultural operators from three different 
countries participating in the Programme. Community co-financing must be between EUR 50,000 
and EUR 200,000. Projects must have a duration of maximum 24 months.  

Deadline date for submission of applications: 31 October 2007 (date as postmark or courier service 
stamp). 

LIFE + : First call for proposals – Autumn 2007 : draft calendar 

 

2007 project selection Period 

Application guidelines and forms published Mid/late September 2007 

Submission of proposal to national authority  30/11/07 

Member State submission to Commission  15/01/08 

Evaluation of eligibility criteria 16/01/08 until 15/02/08 

Evaluation of selection and award criteria 16/02/08 until 30/04/08 

Provisional long-list of projects 01/05/08 

Revision of project proposals 01/05/08 until 15/07/08 

Project long list submitted to the LIFE + Committee 15/07/08 

LIFE + Committee meeting 31/07/08 

Signature of grant agreements  16/10/08 until 30/11/08 

Earliest possible starting date for projects 1/1/2009 

Calls for Projects/Proposals 
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TTrraannssppoorrtt  aanndd  AAcccceessssiibbiilliittyy  

- The fruits of cooperation with the regions of the Atlantic Arc 

“Contribution from the Atlantic cities and regions to the Atlantic Area Operational Programme, territorial 
cooperation objective, under the 2007-2013 cohesion policy”. This joint contribution aimed to identify the first 
draft projects appropriate for co-financing under the Operational Programme (OP) and thus help 
to shape the content of the programme on the basis of the project ideas collected. The contribution 
advocates two main priorities for future projects: “the maritime dimension and intermodality”, 
and “mobility, a factor in attractiveness”. 

This document was sent to the drafting committee. It’s positive impact is reflected in the fact 
that a large number of its proposals are to be found in the final version of the OP, submitted 
for validation to the European Commission.  

The working group has also begun discussions with the CPMR Atlantic Arc Commission’s Air 
Transport working group on its possible participation in a study on air transport in the Atlantic area. 
The aim of the study is to look at how coordination between regions in their relations with air 
companies, especially the low-cost airlines, could be improved, and to attempt to get the various 
regional airports to agree on an Atlantic strategy. The cities, through the intermediary of Nantes 
Métropole, have taken part in the first stage of this project: an analysis of existing airport resources 
within the Atlantic area.  

- Joint contribution to the Green Paper on urban transport 

The working group chaired by Nantes Métropole has also been actively involved in the preparation 
of the Green Paper on urban transport launched by the European Commission in January 2007. A draft 
joint contribution was prepared and sent to the European Commission. This included innovative 
proposals such as the idea of setting up a European agency for urban transport and sustainable 
mobility. This agency would bring together under one roof legal, technical and scientific expertise 
notably concerning the preparation of common standards, innovation, and research, and would aim 
to become a veritable resource centre for key actors in this field, to develop partnerships via exchanges 
of experiences and transfer of competence, and to promote the leverage effect of urban transport 
and sustainable mobility. 

For further information, contact Olivier Bessin olivier.bessin@nantesmetropole.fr  

 

EEccoonnoommiicc  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  

The group is successfully implementing the work programme agreed in 2006 in Figueira da Foz. Three 
meetings have taken place since Donostia-San Sebastián took over the presidency: on 21 November 
2006 in San Sebastián, on 13 April 2007 in Lisbon, and on 28 June in Chester. At these meetings, 
the priorities outlined at the General Assembly in Figueira da Foz in 2006 have been developed 
in greater detail. 

Priority 1: Knowledge and conceptualisation of economic development  

The first step is to identify and define key factors in economic development, so that they can be 
incorporated into local policies. Although the same terms are used in the different countries, they do 
not always have exactly the same meaning. The group is therefore working on the preparation 
of a glossary of local development terms, the first results of which were presented at the end of June 
in Chester. 

Priority 2: Identification of projects developed by CAAC cities 

This has been carried out by Gijón and Sevilla Global. A questionnaire was sent to all member cities 
in order to collect the information. The first results from the questionnaire were presented 
at the General Assembly meeting in Chester. From the information provided by the nine cities 
that responded, it is clear that the majority of projects fall under the Interreg initiative. 
Other programmes cited include EQUAL, Urbal and @lis. 

…/… 

Working Groups 
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Priority 3: Search for funding instruments and cooperation project proposals 

Donostia-San Sebastían first of all sent out a questionnaire to determine the areas in which city 
members would like to work together in the framework of this group. Among the responses received, 
the social economy (or “third sector”), SMEs, urban observatories and clusters emerged as the most 
popular areas. 

With a view to the new European programmes due to be implemented over the period 2007-2013, 
Donostia-San Sebastián has undertaken to identify those most likely to be used by members 
of the group to fund a project. The programmes most likely to correspond to the projects developed 
by this group are the Progress programme, CIP, the Seventh Research Framework Programme (FP7) 
and the new Interreg IVB. 

Lastly, at the working group’s meeting in Chester on 28 June, Donostia-San Sebastián submitted 
to the cities a list of cooperation projects for which partners, including potential lead partners, were 
being sought. 

Contact: Lorea Hernández: lorea_hernandez@donostia.org   

CCuullttuurree  aanndd  HHeerriittaaggee  

Since the change of presidency in June 2006, the group, now chaired by Lisbon, has focused its action 
on two main projects: the proposed roving exhibition entitled Atlantic cities, gateways 
to globalisation, and the meeting of museum curators from around the Atlantic Arc. The group has met 
twice since 2006. 

Lisbon: 13 April 2007  

- Proposed roving exhibition. The high level of attendance at this meeting reflected the cities’ strong 
interest in this project. First of all the synopsis prepared by Rennes was discussed. Contributions 
to this document had been received before the meeting from Eurocité Basque and Lisbon. A group 
of French cities (Nantes Métropole, Rennes and Brest Métropole) had offered to finance the feasibility 
study in order to get the project off the ground and operational as soon as possible. Lisbon offered 
to create a website/blog to facilitate exchanges of ideas and discussions between the cities taking part 
in the project. 

- 1st meeting of Atlantic Arc museum curators. This meeting, organised at the initiative of Rennes, will take 
place on 5 October 2007 at the Champs Libres arts centre. The aim is to provide a unique framework 
for dialogue among the curators, and also to envisage exchanges of works of art, public relations 
strategies, etc., and to facilitate the emergence of joint projects such as, for example, the roving 
exhibition mentioned above.  

For further information, contact Francis Ribemont, Director of Rennes’ Art Museum: 
museebeauxarts@ville-rennes.fr  

Chester: 28 June 2007 

- Proposed roving exhibition. Further progress on this project was made. The General Secretariat 
presented a provisional list of cities interested in taking part in the project. The list indicates the cities 
that wish to contribute to funding the feasibility study and those that do not. It was decided 
that additional cities could join the project even once it had begun. Rennes volunteered to draw up 
specifications for the feasibility study and present these in the Autumn. It is also planned 
that a scientific council will meet in Rennes on 5 October, to coincide with the 1st meeting of Atlantic 
Arc museum curators. 

- 1st meeting of Atlantic Arc museum curators. Mr Ribemont extended once again the invitation 
of the Mayor of Rennes, Mr Hervé to the CAAC cities to take part in this meeting. He then outlined 
the agenda. The morning session would permit the curators to familiarise themselves with the Atlantic 
Arc and to discuss opportunities for closer collaboration. A presentation would also be made of EU 
funding instruments that could be applied to for support for joint initiatives. The afternoon would be 
organised in the form of workshops: one on projects for exhibitions that could be developed within 
the Atlantic Arc, one on museum-related professions, and one on museums and their public. 
Mr Ribemont concluded by inviting the cities present to pass on this invitation to the museums 
in their city. 

Contact: Ana Silva Dias: ana.silva.dias@cm-lisboa.pt  
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UUrrbbaann  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  aanndd  PPoorrtt  cciittiieess 

The group’s meeting in Chester on 28 June was an opportunity to review the progress made 
by the group in its activities since Coventry took over the presidency. Two questionnaires had been sent 
out to member cities to consult them on, firstly, the areas on which they wished to work 
in the framework of this group and, secondly, on what projects could be developed with other CAAC 
members. This consultation carried out by Coventry revealed four priority areas on which the cities 
wished to work together: 

 - Sustainable urban development: Avilés, Coventry, Rennes, Vigo, Brest and Lisbon 

 - Re-development of urban centres: Faro, Lisbon, Vigo and Rennes 

 - Community engagement: Faro and Lisbon 

 - Prevention of chemical accidents: Brest 

At the meeting in Chester a presentation was also made of the LIFE + programme. The first call 
for proposals under this programme will be published in September 2007. 

Lastly, Coventry presented a project on sustainability in the automotive supply chain, for which the city 
is seeking project partners.  

Contact: Jenni Venn : Jenni.Venn@coventry.gov.uk  

Sustainable Promotion of Atlantic Areas (SPAA) - Interreg IIIB Atlantic Area Project 

Three meetings have taken place since the last news bulletin was published: 

- Chester - WiHCC/SPAA Task Force (22/11/2006): The role of water in shaping and promoting the identity 
of a place 

The aim of this meeting, which brought together representatives of the WiHCC (Water in Historic City 
Centres) and SPAA projects (both funded by the Interreg IIIB programme) was to discuss the respective 
approaches in terms of marketing strategy, brand marketing and communications strategy aiming 
to render the cities more attractive to tourists, workers and businesses. Experts on these questions 
had the opportunity to exchange their points of view during a series of presentations, discussions 
and workshops. 

- Viana da Castelo (Portugal) - 22 & 23 February 2007: Meeting of the SPAA project steering group and working 
groups 

The Valimar meeting was the last one before the project’s Final Conference. It provided an opportunity 
to examine the progress that had been made in relation to the action plan. It was noted with satisfaction 
that preparation of the Toolkit, the economic impact study and the pilot projects developed 
by each partner had nearly all been completed. There was also a discussion about the Final Conference 
and the respective responsibilities of the various partners in preparing this event. Lastly, participants 
were able to discuss possible future collaboration, in particular under the future “Atlantic Area” 
transnational cooperation programme. 

- Chester - 28 June 2007: Final Conference of the SPAA project 

Chester, as lead partner, organised the Final Conference of the SPAA project, held on 28 June 2007. 
This conference had two objectives: to present the project’s results and to discuss future partnerships 
which could be developed under the new European cooperation programmes. During the first part 
of the Conference, Chester (UK), Limerick (IE), Ourense (ES) and Valimar (PT) gave presentations 
of the pilot projects for urban marketing which they had developed over the two years of the project 
(for example, Limerick’s “Street Ambassadors” programme, Valimar’s thematic routes, Chester’s 
Charisma card, the Ourense Rally, etc.). Another aim of the SPAA project was to create a “Toolkit” 
of best practice in urban marketing, based on the experiences of partner cities and flagship examples 
from cities around the world. Finally, the last aim of the project was to carry out an economic impact 
study, to assess the impact of the activities developed by the partners in terms of employment 
and economic growth. 

…/… 
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The second part of the Conference provided an opportunity for those present to reflect on and discuss 
possible future partnerships. Participants were able to take part in speed networking sessions, 
i.e. a series of exchanges between a limited number of project developers, in order to make contacts 
and to discuss the possibilities of working together. In parallel, participants were also able to attend 
presentations of case studies and experiments carried out by other cities, with a view to exchanging best 
practice as well as identifying possible areas of interest for future partnerships. It became clear 
in particular that for the vast majority of the cities sustainable development was a key theme 
for cooperation, since it covers a broad range of issues including tourism, urban transport, and culture, 
on which partnerships could be developed. 

The role of the CAAC in this project has above all been to disseminate information about the project 
and promote it across the network. The CAAC has been supported in this task by the city of Burgos, 
which was Vice-President of the Conference when the project was launched. Burgos also took part 
in the Final Conference, making a presentation of its candidature to be selected as European Capital 
of Culture in 2016. 

Contact: Alexander Melbourne a.melbourne@chester.gov.uk 

 

Point of view: our commitment to sustainable development 
By Xosé Antonio Sánchez Bugallo, President of the CAAC, Mayor of Santiago de Compostela 

There is widespread agreement now that our present way of life is unsustainable and contributes 
to climate change and to the using-up of natural resources. It is therefore a matter of urgency for us all 
to take action, in particular at the scale of the cities which have considerable room for manoeuvre 
in this area. The increasing number of initiatives being developed at local level illustrates local 
politicians’ growing awareness of these issues. However, to really change things, we need to be 
ambitious and step up our efforts. 

In this context, the CAAC has a role to play. As you know, I have made sustainable urban development 
one of the priorities of my term of office at the head of the CAAC. The relationship between 
environment and development has always been a complex one. Environmental conservation can often 
hold back development, and inversely economic development often has negative externalities 
in particular in terms of impact on the environment. The idea is therefore to reconcile the two elements 
in a political project which makes the protection and enhancement of the environment an engine 
for growth in the Atlantic area. The success of this approach necessarily implies good governance, 
involving all the stakeholders in territorial development, in particular through close collaboration 
between the Regions and the States. 

1- A commitment to environmental protection is not only necessary but can be a means to develop 
and enhance the Atlantic area 

Protecting our natural heritage: although their impact is less important than in much of the European 
territory, the Atlantic area is subject to significant environmental pressures. It suffers 
from the consequences of the increasing urbanisation of coastal areas, the concentration of industrial 
activities in fragile areas such as estuaries, the development of industrial wastelands and agricultural 
fallow land, maritime and industrial risks, etc.1 Taking action to protect the Atlantic Area’s 
environmental heritage and its natural resources is therefore a priority for the Atlantic cities. 

Making the most of the Atlantic area’s assets: The “environmental assessment” of the Atlantic Arc 
is more positive than for example that of the Baltic Sea or the Mediterranean. Unlike these two sea 
basins, the Atlantic Ocean remains relatively unpolluted and its resources – although declining 
and sometimes threatened – are still abundant. For the most part, the coastal areas are still protected 
and over-urbanisation has been avoided. Lastly, the characteristic features of the cities are their medium 
size and population density and their strong political commitment to maintaining a quality of life 
widely considered to be among the best in Europe. 

While integrating the major challenges linked in particular to globalisation, it is on these assets, which 
make the Atlantic area so attractive, that our political project must be based. 

                                                 
1 Atlantic Spatial Development Perspective (ASDP), November 2005, p. 91 

Points of View 
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2- A new direction for cooperation within the Atlantic Arc 

A new political project: after all the work that went into the preparation of the cohesion policy, 
it is important that the CAAC now moves forward from a phase of making demands to a phase 
of making and implementing proposals. The European Union now recognises the role played 
by the cities in the growth and competitiveness of Europe, and has provided new instruments to help 
them develop this role. It is important therefore that we demonstrate the added value of concerted 
action by developing innovative and ambitious projects based on the objectives set by the European 
Union. This will also put us in a favourable position in the negotiations on the future cohesion policy. 

Rallying the Atlantic players: just like the CAAC, other Atlantic cooperation organisations 
such as the Atlantic Arc Commission, the RTA (network of Economic and Social Committees) 
and the AC3A (network of Atlantic Arc Chambers of Agriculture), etc., need to find a new direction 
with the way the European Union is evolving and the emergence of new priorities. In this context, 
this project could be used to rally the different cooperation structures around a common and structural 
project for the Atlantic area. 

Involving the States: unlike other areas (in particular the Baltic and the Mediterranean), the States 
that comprise the Atlantic area participated in the preparation of the transnational cooperation 
programme, but have abandoned their involvement in the implementation phase. This situation 
explains the lack of strategic projects and the abundance of “small-scale” projects with a hypothetical 
added value. The States should on the contrary have a role as instigators and help to shape projects 
that have a truly structuring impact on the Atlantic area. 

3- Seizing the opportunity of a favourable European and national agenda 

Integrating the Lisbon and Göteborg objectives: in the face of the global challenges of globalisation 
and climate change, the Lisbon Summit (2000) and the Göteborg Summit (2001) laid down ambitious 
objectives on the one hand in terms of growth and employment, emphasising research, innovation, 
and new technologies, and on the other hand on sustainable development, focusing notably on four key 
areas: climate change, transport, public health, and natural resources2. The cities can play a decisive role 
in integrating these objectives in urban policies. A number of European programmes are available 
to help them to do this (FP7, LIFE +, Jeremie, Jessica, etc.).  

Making the most of the Leipzig Charter and the territorial agenda3: these documents illustrate 
the shared commitment of the Member States to creating a common political framework for territorial 
policies. The territorial agenda aims to strengthen the territorial cohesion of the European Union. 
In this perspective, it identifies six “territorial priorities”, including “strengthening polycentric 
development and innovation through networking of city regions and cities” and “strengthening 
ecological structures and cultural resources as added value for development”. In parallel, the Leipzig 
Charter, which complements the territorial agenda, aims to promote sustainable urban development. 

It is the responsibility of the cities to develop and implement these strategic objectives at the local level. 
In this framework, by developing a joint action plan at the Atlantic level, the CAAC has the opportunity 
to play a leading role at European level. In return, the member cities will benefit from expertise 
and good practice from this experience and positive effects in terms of image. 

4- Political commitment is a prerequisite 

This is an ambitious project and its success will depend heavily on the unfailing political support 
of politicians from the CAAC cities. The first and essential step will be to obtain a commitment 
on sustainable urban development from all the member cities through a political document signed 
by all. As President of the Conference, I will be the first to promote this step, but I hope I will be able 
to count on your support, which is the essential basis on which we can build our action. It’s up to us! 

Xosé António Sánchez Bugallo 
Mayor of Santiago de Compostela 

President of the CAAC 

 

                                                 
2 These objectives have been developed in a number of texts some more binding than others (EU sustainable development 
strategy, Green Paper on urban transport – to be published, Green Paper on climate change, etc.). 
3 These documents were signed by Ministers in charge of spatial planning in Leipzig on 23-24 May 2007. The CAAC has also 
written a paper reacting to the Leipzig Charter. 
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5-6 October - 1st meeting of Atlantic Arc Museum Curators, Rennes 

Rennes city council is organising the 1st meeting of Atlantic Arc Museum Curators – under the Atlantic 
Arc Museum Exchange – on 5/6 October at the Champs Libres. This meeting will provide 
an opportunity for the curators to discuss their profession and examine opportunities for working 
together within the Atlantic Arc through joint projects, exchanges of works of art, etc. 

1str Iberian Congress on refrigeration and hydrogen with renewable energies, Burgos - 24-
26 September 2007 

This REHYER congress will be a meeting-place for scientists and technicians working in the renewable 
energies sector in research centres, universities, the public sector and industry, interested in the various 
aspects of solar refrigeration and hydrogen generation from renewable sources. 

Website: http://www2.ubu.es/rehyer2007/ - Contact: Mario Sanjuan estudio@burgosciudad21.org  

WaterfrontEXPO 2007, Lisbon – 2-4 October 2007 

The theme of this conference is “Sustainable waterfront development”. Information about 
the conference is available on the following website: 

Website: http://www.waterfrontexpo.com/expo/2007lisbon  

Porto – Kick-off of the “Porto in the future” programme to encourage partnerships between business 
and education 

The municipal council of Porto presented the Porto de Futuro (Porto in the future) programme on 27 April 
this year. A cooperation agreement has been signed between 17 of the city’s schools, a number 
of businesses located in the greater Porto area (Toyota Caetano Portugal, SA; Waters Douro and Paiva; 
Auto Swedish, Lda; Symington Family Estates, Wines, Lda; SC Sociedade de Consultadoria, SA (Sonae); 
Mota-Engil, SGPS; Cerealis, SGPS, SA; BA Vidro, SA; Sogrape Vinhos, SA; Unicer-Serviços de Gestão 
Empresarial, SA; BIAL - Portela e Cª, SA; RAR - Sociedade de Controle (Holding); IBERSOL, SGPS; 
Porto Editora, Lda; EFACEC Capital SGPS, SA; CIN), and the education authority of Norte region. 
The aim of the programme is to bring the worlds of work and school, which historically have developed 
separately, closer together. 

Rennes - Les Champs libres: Temporary exhibitions – May-November 2007 

- Peuples– Photographs by Pierre de Vallombreuse - 29 May to 30 September 2007 

- Voyager en couleurs – Early colour photographs from Brittany (1907–1929) – From 10 July 

- Travailler du chapeau – Hatters and milliners - 18 May to 10 November 2007 

- Le corps et ses images - 12 June to 1 September 2007. 

For further information on the temporary exhibitions, see www.leschampslibres.fr - Contact: 
Tel. + 33 (0)2 23 40 66 00 - contact@leschampslibres.fr  

Brest Métropole - Safer Seas – 9-12 October 207 

This second Safer Seas conference, an international event devoted to the issues of maritime security 
and safety, will take place in Brest from 9 to 12 October 2007 at the Le Quartz conference centre. Plenary 
sessions, workshops and a trade show will be organised over the four days. 

Several hundred participants, from the major global maritime locations, are expected to attend 
this conference, which will focus on three key themes: strengthening maritime safety policy, stepping 
up action against marine pollution, and maritime security and safety in the face of new threats. 

For further information, see www.saferseas-brest.org. Registration: sandra.bourdon@sopab.fr - 
Tel. +33 (0)2 98 33 95 36 - Fax +33 (0)2 98 33 95 50 

Dates for your Diary 



 
Conférence des Villes de l’Arc Atlantique 
6, rue Saint-Martin - 35700 RENNES (France) 

http://www.atlanticcities.eu– E-mail : secretariat@arcat.org – Contact : Fabien Mesclier 
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The IMAPS projects 

The IMAPS project (Integrated Management of Port Cities) addresses the issue of integrated 
management of port cities, which are confronted with three major problems:  

� Decline in traditional activities (military activities, fisheries, shipbuilding) 

� Industrial, maritime and land-based risks 

� Pollution resulting from urban, port, and agricultural activities. 

The IMAPS team (made up of 7 European cities: Brest, Cadix, Constantza, Gijón, Matosinhos, Tarente 
and Wight) is involved in a number of actions on these issues, including the management of industrial 
and maritime risks, and the integrated management of coastal areas, in compliance with new EU 
regulations: SEVESO II (management of industrial risks) and ICZM (Integrated Coastal Zone 
Management in the area of the environment). 

For further information about the project, see www.imaps-interreg.net - Contact: Michel Morvan : 
+ 33 (0)2 98 33 52 20 - michel.morvan@brest-metropole-oceane.fr  

Limoges: forthcoming cultural events 

- Festival international des Francophonies 2007: 25 September to 7 October 2007 

This is the 24th annual festival celebrating the French language in all its diversity, and includes a variety 
of events: meetings, conferences, debates, theatre performances, concerts, poetry reading, etc. 

For further information, see www.lesfrancophonies.com - Contact: + 33 (0)5 55 10 90 10 

- International Festival of newspaper cartoons: 29 September to 7 October 2007 

For further information, see www.st-just.com/salon-humour.html - Contact: + 33 (0)5 55 09 20 19 

 

AIRE 198 (Angoulême 
La Rochelle, Niort, Poitiers) 

Angers 

Avilés 

Bordeaux 

Brest Métropole Océane 

Burgos 

Caen 

Cap l’Orient 

Cardiff 

Chester 

Conférence des Villes de Bretagne 
(Observer) 

Cork 

Coventry 

Donostia - San Sebastián 

Dos Hermanas 

Eurocité Basque Bayonne-San 
Sebastián (Network of French and 
Spanish cities) 

Exeter 

Faro  

Federación Asturiana de Concejos 
(FACC)  

Figueira da Foz 

Gijón 

Jerez de la Frontera 

La Coruña 

Las Palmas de Gran Canaria 

Limoges 

Lisboa 

Nantes Métropole  

Porto 

Rennes et Rennes Métropole 

Saint-Nazaire 

Santiago de Compostela  

Santa Cruz de Tenerife 

Sevilla 

Viseu 

Vigo 

 

 

List of Member Cities and Networks  


