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We are interested in your opinion! 

This year just beginning should be placed 
under the sign of consultations. 

- At EU level first of all, the Commission has included 
in its work programme for 2008 a number of issues 
of interest to the cities for which consultations 
and debates are to be organised. Firstly, 
the consultation on the Green Paper on urban 
mobility is open until 15 March 2008. The “Transport 
and Accessibility” working group, chaired by Nantes 
Métropole, is working on a response. The review 

of the EU budget, organised at the request of certain Member States, will also take place this year, while 
discussions on the future cohesion policy after 2013 will continue. Lastly, the Green Paper on territorial 
cohesion is due to be published in September (see this month’s “Point of view”). 

While these consultations are not intended to give rise to EU decisions, they are still important, 
as the issues addressed will help shape the medium-term future of Europe. 

- Within the CAAC too, a reflection has been launched on the new directions the Conference will be 
taking on the theme of sustainable development. Participants at the Executive Bureau held 
on 17 December 2007 in Rennes debated the Conference’s future strategy in this field on the basis 
of a note prepared by the General Secretariat entitled, “Green Cities, a driving force behind 
the attractiveness of the Atlantic Arc”. In addition to giving a new direction to the Conference’s 
activities, this document proposes a reorganisation of the working groups. For those of you who have 
not yet had a chance to share your views, these are valuable and will be welcome1.  

In parallel, San Sebastián, chair of the “Economic Development” working group, has asked Ms Tamyko 
Ysa, Professor at the Department of Business Policy at the ESADE Business School in Barcelona, 
to analyse the structure and functioning of the CAAC in order to see what possible improvements 
could be made to the way in which the network functions. 

� Concerning these two studies, a questionnaire will also be sent out to all the member cities 
during February, and will be followed up by a telephone contact. 

You will receive further information shortly. These consultations are very important for the life 
of the Conference, as they give us a better idea of the opinions and expectations of its members. 
We therefore invite you to take time and reply carefully to these various requests for information, 
so that the interpretation of the results can be the fruit of as wide a concertation as possible. 

Have a good read! 

Fabien Mesclier 
CAAC General Secretariat 

 

 
 

                                                 
1 The note will be sent out together with the minutes of the Rennes Executive Bureau meeting. 
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Signing of the Treaty of Lisbon, 13 December 2007 

The Treaty of Lisbon was signed by the Heads of State or Government of the 27 Member States 
on 13 December 2007. In addition to the advances made in terms of democracy (a strengthened role 
for the European Parliament, a stronger voice for citizens thanks to the Citizen’s Initiative, etc.) 
and greater efficiency to enable a 27-State Europe to function properly, the following are some 
of the new points which are of particular interest to the cities. 

- Territorial cohesion: Provisions on cohesion policy in the new Treaty are to be found as today 
under Title XVII (Articles 158 to 162) now entitled “economic, social, and territorial cohesion”. 
The principle of “territorial cohesion” is mentioned for the first time in Article 3 of the Treaty 
on European Union (TUE) on the objectives of the EU, alongside economic and social cohesion. 

- The subsidiarity principle: Article 5 of the new Treaty now makes reference to local and regional 
powers: action by the Union is only justified if its objectives cannot be sufficiently achieved 
by the Member States, “either at central level or at regional and local level”. 

- Regional and local self-government: Article 4 paragraph 2 in the new Treaty recognises the principle 
of regional and local self-government. It indicates that the European Union shall respect the national 
identities of the Member States “inherent in their fundamental structures, political and constitutional, 
inclusive of regional and local self-government”. 

For further information: http://europa.eu/lisbon_treaty/index_en.htm 

Open Days 2008 - from 6 to 9 October 

The theme of the 2008 edition of the Open Days is “Regions and cities in a challenging world". Through 
this, four key questions will be examined: research and innovation in the regions, sustainable regional 
development and climate change, cooperation and networking/exchange of good practice, 
and the future of European cohesion policy. 

The regions and cities have until 5 March to submit their applications. They need to create a partnership 
involving members from at least five different Member States. 

For further information, see: http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/conferences/od2007/index.cfm 

The “Blue Book”: an integrated maritime policy for the European Union 

Adopted on 10 October 2007, this document, accompanied by an action plan, presents the European 
Commission’s vision for an EU integrated maritime policy. In particular, the “Blue Book” proposes 
the implementation of a maritime transport space without barriers, an integrated network for maritime 
surveillance, the promotion of a European network of maritime clusters, a European marine 
observation and data network, and a strategy to mitigate the effects of climate change on coastal 
regions. 

For further information, see: http://ec.europa.eu/maritimeaffairs/subpage_en.html#press 

Enlargement of the Schengen area to nine new States 

This enlargement concerns the countries that joined the EU in 2004, with the exception of Cyprus. 
The member countries of the Schengen area share the same visa regulations, as well as access to a police 
data base on criminals and stolen cars. However, while membership of this area does permit free 
movement of persons inside it, it does not imply the lifting of restrictions on the free movement 
of workers, still in force in certain states with regard to the countries that joined in 2004. 

Programme of the Slovenian Presidency of the EU  

Slovenia, which has held the presidency of the EU since 1st January 2008, has chosen to focus its action 
on launching the new Lisbon cycle for growth and employment, on energy and climate change, 
and on relations with the Western Balkans.  

In the field of regional policy, priority attention will be given to subsidiarity, the implementation 
of the “Territorial Agenda” adopted in May 2007 by the Ministers in charge of regional policy, 
the European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation (EGTC) and the future of cohesion policy. This last 
issue will be the theme of a conference organised on 7 and 8 April, looking at the why and how 

European news 
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of such a policy. On 19 June, DG Regional Policy in collaboration with the Committee of the Regions 
and the Presidency will organise a conference to take stock of the creation of the EGTC. 

For further information, see: http://www.eu2008.si/en/index.html 

The European Commission’s “Energy-Climate” package 

The Commission presented its “Energy-climate” package on 23 January. This aims to achieve 
the ambitious objective of reducing greenhouse gas emissions by at least 20% between now and 2020. 

Each country is supposed to contribute to the strategy on the basis of its wealth (measured in per capita 
GDP). The richest countries will have to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions, while countries 
in the process of economic development will be allowed to increase their production, within limits. 
The key measure in this package is the idea of making the most heavily polluting industries 
in the European Union pay for “permits to pollute” after 2013; these have been free of charge up 
until now. The Commission also wants to adopt a proposed directive to implement the Community 
target of 20% of EU energy production from renewable sources (share of total consumption) between 
now and 2020. Lastly, although much criticised, the Commission is maintaining the target of a 10% 
share of fuel consumption to come from biofuels between now and 2020. 

Interreg IVB Atlantic Area Cooperation Programme 

On the occasion of the launching seminar of the programme, organised by the new Managing Authority 
Norte Portugal Region on 14 December 2007 in Porto, the following timetable was communicated: 

- 17 March 2008: Launch of the first call for projects 

- 12 May 2008: Closure of the call for projects 

- 27 June 2008: Selection of projects. 

A “projects fair” is also available on the programme’s web site. 

For further information, see: www.coop-atlantico.com. 

Next call for proposals under the “Intelligent Energy” Programme: February 2008 

Under the next call for proposals, to be published at the end of February, 50 million euros will be made 
available to project promoters, supporting up to 75% of eligible project costs. 

The “Intelligent Energy” programme aims to promote initiatives in favour of energy-saving 
and development of renewable energies in Europe. It provides funding for projects related to clean 
transport, energy efficiency, creation of local energy agencies, etc. 

For further information, see: http://ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent/call_for_proposals/index_en.htm 

Launch of the ESPON 2013 Programme and first calls for proposals 

The new ESPON 2013 programme was launched in Brussels on 21 January 2008. At the launch event, 
four calls for proposals and expressions of interest were opened. 

The following themes are included in the call for proposals on applied research projects (this is not 
an exhaustive list): 

- Cities and urban agglomerations: their functionality and development opportunities for European 
competitiveness and cohesion; 

- Demographic and migratory flows affecting European regions and cities; 

- Climate change and territorial effects on regions and local economies; 

- Effects of rising energy prices on regional competitiveness; 

- Territorial impact assessment of policies. 

The deadline for submitting proposals and expressing interest in these calls is 22 March 2008. 

For further information about all the ESPON calls for proposals, see: 
http://www.espon.eu/mmp/online/website/content/programme/1455/1496/1502/index_EN.html 

Calls for projects / Calls for proposals 
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URBAN-NET Programme: First call for proposals open from 15 January to 15 April 2008 

The URBAN-NET project addresses issues of urban sustainability in Europe. Its overall aim 
is to increase cooperation and coordination between European Member and Associated States through 
networking and collaboration on joint research activities. URBAN-NET is funded by the European 
Commission’s 6th Framework Programme under the ERA initiative. 

To achieve its objectives, URBAN-NET has opened a call for proposals for research projects on urban 
sustainability which will run from 15 January to 15 April 2008. Researchers from universities, research 
institutes and other research agencies from Bulgaria, Cyprus, France, the Netherlands, Portugal, 
Romania, Sweden and Turkey, are invited to develop project ideas and make contact with a view 
to submitting joint proposals. 

For further information, see: http://www.urban-net.org/researchcall2008/index.html. 

““TTrraannssppoorrtt  &&  aacccceessssiibbiilliittyy””  

- Green Paper on urban transport 

As part of the consultation phase in preparation for the Green Paper, the working group chaired 
by Nantes Métropole drew up a joint contribution which was submitted to the Commission. This was 
a very successful operation, since the principal proposal made in this document has been taken up 
in the Green Paper, i.e. the idea of creating a European agency for urban transport and sustainable 
mobility, which will bring legal, technical and scientific expertise under one roof, aiming to constitute 
a veritable centre for resources and exchanges for key actors in this field through a European 
observatory on urban transport. 

The next step is the reaction to the Green Paper, the consultation on which is open until the end 
of March 2008. In this context, a proposal will be sent out to members at the end of February. 

Nantes Métropole, as member of the Eurocities network working group on energy and climate change, 
is also proposing that CAAC members become involved in actions organised by this network 
on these issues, with the aim of drawing up a joint declaration and action plan. CAAC members 
will also be able to take part in various events being organised on these issues, notably the Sustainable 
Cities Forum in Lyon at the end of 2008, and a seminar on energy and climate change due to take place 
in Nantes in November. The Bureau members expressed their interest in taking part in these different 
initiatives. 

For further information, contact Olivier Bessin: olivier.bessin@nantesmetropole.fr 

““EEccoonnoommiicc  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt””  

The group is successfully implementing its work programme, agreed in 2006 in Figueira da Foz. 
Two meetings have taken place since the General Assembly in Chester last June. 

→ In Dos Hermanas on 22-23 October 2007. This meeting continued the work begun since 2006. 
The glossary of economic development terms initiated by Donostia-San Sebastián, to which Rennes 
and Faro in particular have made a major contribution, is being finalised. Donostia-San Sebastián also 
invited Tamyko Ysa, Professor at the ESADE Business School in Barcelona, to make a contribution 
on the added value of working in a network. Her presentation was very much appreciated 
by participants, and the group is therefore now looking at how Ms Ysa’s work could be used 
to improve the organisation and functioning of the CAAC. Gijón is also continuing to work on its study 
of European projects developed by the member cities during the recent programming periods. Lastly, 
participants discussed the preparation of new projects to be submitted under the various calls 
for proposals. 

→ In Porto on 13 December 2007. The following projects, being prepared by the working group, 
were discussed at this meeting: 

� Santiago de Compostela (Interreg IVB): Intelligent cities study. This project aims to carry out a case 
study applied to the CAAC and then implement the model of intelligent territories (creativity, 
innovation, local networking, etc.) through pilot projects. Contact: 
bmendozac@santiagodecompostela.org 

Working groups 
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� Gijón (Interreg IVB): NewExcellence – Atlantic network to consolidate new centres of excellence. 
Transforming potential innovation centres into real international-level centres of excellence. Contact: 
eirodriguez@gijon.es 

� Donostia-San Sebastián (Interreg IVB): Support for internationalisation and innovation 
in the process of succession of family enterprises at local level. This project aims to encourage 
the economic development and competitiveness of the Atlantic Arc cities by supporting SMEs 
during their succession process, helping them to meet the challenges of innovation, 
internationalisation, transnational cooperation, and methods of financing. Contact: 
lorea_hernandez@donostia.org 

� Dos Hermanas (Interreg IVB): SILCA: Système d’Innovation Locale pour les Villes Atlantiques 
(local innovation system for the Atlantic cities). Working together to implement a local innovation 
system for the cities so as to create for each city the conditions under which agents on their territory 
– enterprises, research centres, funding agencies, and local authorities – can cooperate and innovate. 
Contact: mtarancon@doshermanas.es  

� Seville (Interreg IVC): Interregional European cooperation on entrepreneurship and start-ups. 
This project aims to boost Europe’s economic modernisation and competitiveness by promoting 
entrepreneurship and start-ups across Europe, in particular in fields linked to innovation 
and the knowledge economy. Contact: pmaestre@sevillaglobal.es 

The group’s next meeting will take place in Lorient on 9 and 10 April 2008. 

For further information, contact Lorea Hernández: lorea_hernandez@donostia.org   

““CCuullttuurree  aanndd  HHeerriittaaggee””  

This group is continuing its work on the roving exhibition project “Atlantic cities, gateways 
to globalisation”. The group has met twice since the last General Assembly in Chester: 

� In Rennes, on 5 October 2007. Organised at the initiative of Mr Ribemont, Director of the Musée 
des Beaux-arts de Rennes and Mr Le Maguet, Director of the Musée de Bretagne, this meeting took place 
at the Champs Libres arts centre. Whereas up until now the group’s meetings had essentially been 
attended by technical staff, it was the aim this time to bring together the curators of the museums 
interested in the project for a joint discussion on the content of the exhibition. First 
of all a presentation was given by Marie Salomé, representative of the Relais Culture Europe, 
on possible EU funding to encourage Europe-wide cultural programmes. The discussions 
then focused on the content and organisation of the exhibition (feasibility study, financing, size 
of the exhibition, number of stages, etc.). The meeting concluded with a decision to set up a scientific 
committee in charge specifically of reflecting on the content of the exhibition. 

� In Bordeaux, on 7 December 2007. This meeting, which was held in the Musée d’Aquitaine 
at the invitation of its Director, Mr Hubert, brought together the scientific committee 
of the exhibition for the first time, to pursue the reflection on its content. The participants noted 
in particular the broad scope and complexity of the theme, and agreed therefore on the need 
to widen the composition of the committee to include academics and Atlantic Arc specialists. 
They also underlined the importance of clarifying the situation with regard to the legal 
responsibility for the exhibition project. In principle the city of Rennes would be legally responsible, 
while the task of project development would be assigned to the Musée de l’Europe in partnership 
with the scientific committee. 

The next meeting will take place in Santiago de Compostela in May 2008. 

Contact: Ana Silva Dias: ana.silva.dias@cm-lisboa.pt  
 

““UUrrbbaann  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  aanndd  PPoorrtt  cciittiieess”” 

In order to find out on which areas the cities wanted to work, and on which they could develop joint 
projects, Coventry, which has chaired this group since June 2006, sent two questionnaires 
to the members. As a result of this consultation four priority themes were identified: 

 - Sustainable urban development 
 - Re-development of urban centres 
 - Community engagement 
 - Prevention of chemical accidents. 
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On the basis of these responses, Coventry has focused on two themes in particular: sustainable urban 
development and the re-development of urban centres. Two projects are being proposed by Coventry 
on these themes: the first aims to develop performance indicators to measure, firstly, to what extent 
the transformation of urban centres can contribute to the city’s sustainable development and, secondly, 
to compare the contribution made by urban planning policies to sustainability targets. The second 
project aims to develop sustainable transport systems using alternative energies and efficient energies 
specifically adapted to the unique features of historic city centres.  

Coventry plans to organise a meeting of the working group in March 2008. 

Contacts: Paula Deas: paula.deas@coventry.gov.uk & Rebecca Young: rebecca.young@coventry.gov.uk 
 

The signing of the Treaty of Lisbon on 13 December 2007 materialised the recognition of the objective 
of “territorial cohesion”2 as one of the EU’s priorities, alongside economic and social cohesion. At last, 
we might be tempted to say, since this concept has been at the centre of the demands of the local 
and regional authorities, including the CAAC.  

But just how the concept of territorial cohesion will be translated in policy terms still remains 
an unknown factor. That is why it is important now to come up with a tangible content for this concept, 
which remains quite abstract, and to reflect on what means Europe must implement in order to give 
it real operational scope. 

The absence of a translation of the concept of territorial cohesion in policy terms 

The definition of the concept remains incomplete, since there is as yet no “official” interpretation of it. 
The following definitions nonetheless help to give us some clear outlines, at least on a theoretical level. 

- For Philippe Doucet3, the term refers to a principle of equity and “spatial justice” reflected 
in particular in incentive measures introduced for the benefit of disadvantaged territories. The concept 
also finds an echo in the territorial dimension of European policies, to the extent that these contribute 
to the objective of cohesion. Lastly, the fact that the concept is integrated alongside the objectives 
of cohesion policy supposes that in addition to the criteria of prosperity, it is necessary to take account 
of the specific features unique to each territory (urban, rural, mountainous, coastal, island, peripheral, 
etc.). 

- Michel Delebarre, the current President of the Committee of the Regions, considers 
that the meaning of the term extends over and above the simple identification of territories presenting 
specific handicaps. In addition to this geographical dimension, which is of course necessary, he adds 
the need to take account of objectives of sustainability and solidarity. 

- Ambroise Guellec, Member of the European Parliament and rapporteur for the Fourth Cohesion 
Report, stresses that territorial cohesion should permit equality of opportunity for all European citizens 
irrespective of where in the European territory they live. 

It is from this lack of precision in the definition of the concept that difficulties arise concerning 
how to translate it in policy terms on the European scale. Territorial cohesion is closely linked to spatial 
planning policies, and this is a competence that remains largely within the remit of the States. 
The relative failure of the European Spatial Development Perspective (ESDP)4 the objective of which 
was to ensure “a sustainable balanced development of the European territory which respects 
its diversity” is eloquent. With no real binding power, the ESDP had only a small impact on European 
and national policies and was soon replaced by the new priorities that came out of the Lisbon strategy. 
Lastly, within regional policy, the territorial aspect of cohesion has up until now simply been 
an implicit objective in opposition to the economic and social dimensions. 

This situation can also be explained by the fact that concrete action at the European level has been 
hindered by the lack of indicators able to measure the disparities in development that could be imputed 
to specific geographical circumstances, and therefore enabling quantified targets in terms of territorial 
cohesion to be set. However, the studies carried out by the European Spatial Planning Observation 
Network (ESPON) are today beginning to overcome this deficiency. 

                                                 
2 The principle of territorial cohesion now appears in the Treaty on the European Union (TUE) under Article 3 devoted 
to the objectives of the Union, where it completes the principle of economic and social cohesion. 
3 Doucet, Philippe, “Cohésion territoriale de l'Union européenne - La gestation ambiguë d'un ambitieux projet politique”, 
article in Les Cahiers de l'Urbanisme, N°64, June 2007, p. 6-11, Namur, Ministère de la Région wallonne DGATLP / Mardaga. 
4 For further information, see http://europa.eu/scadplus/leg/en/lvb/g24401.htm. 

Point of view: territorial cohesion once again at the heart of the European debate 



 
Conférence des Villes de l’Arc Atlantique 
6, rue Saint-Martin - 35700 RENNES (France) 

http://www.atlanticcities.eu– E-mail : secretariat@arcat.org – Contact : Fabien Mesclier 
7 

Conférence des Villes de l’Arc Atlantique 

A key challenge in maintaining an ambitious European project 

Through its underlying principles, the objective of territorial cohesion contributes to the achievement 
of an ambitious, more equitable, European project that will provide greater democracy and better 
results. More equitable first of all, because by promoting the balanced development of the European 
territory, it helps reinforce equality of opportunities between the territories and therefore between 
the citizens of Europe. Taking specific territorial features into account implies seeking the most 
appropriate decision-making level, hence the importance given to issues of governance, in particular 
concerning the implementation of the subsidiarity principle. And lastly, the concept of territorial 
cohesion reinforces the model of a more concrete Europe, with tangible results enabling the population 
to better perceive how the Union works for them. 

These points all argue in favour of an ambitious cohesion policy to be used as a priority instrument 
in achieving this objective. However, nothing can be taken for granted yet; since the arguments 
in favour of a re-nationalisation of this policy will not fail to rear their head once again when 
the negotiations begin on the future programming period after 2013. The coming months will therefore 
be decisive, since they will provide the input for the CAAC’s reflections on how to come up 
with a tangible content to the objective of territorial cohesion. 

A favourable timetable 

- Implementation of the territorial agenda. Adopted by the Ministers in charge of spatial planning 
of the 27 Member States, under the German presidency, the First Action Programme has been drawn 
up by the Portuguese presidency. It is the Slovenian presidency that will have the task of launching 
the implementation of this agenda. 

- Green paper on territorial cohesion. The European Commission has announced the publication 
of this Green Paper in September. It will provide an updated analysis of the disparities observed 
across the European territory and will kick off the debate on how best to take account 
of the territorial dimension in the EU’s policies and programmes. A public consultation will be 
opened. 

- The budget review. This is due to take place in 2008-2009. The aim of this review is to debate 
the function and distribution of the European budget. Although it is not intended to reach concrete 
decisions, the review should help to launch the discussions on the new challenges facing the Union 
and their implication on the reform of the EU budget. It will therefore be an opportunity 
to formulate proposals concerning the allocation of funding to the territorial cohesion objective. 

The recognition of the concept of territorial cohesion in the Treaty of Lisbon is an essential step forward 
which must be welcomed. It is now up to us to act so that this new objective does not remain a dead 
letter but rather becomes one of the key values for the future of the European project. 

Fabien Mesclier 
CAAC General Secretariat 

30 January/10 February 2008, SANTA CRUZ DE TENERIFE: Santa Cruz de Tenerife carnival. 
Organised by Santa Cruz de Tenerife City Council, this festival has become one of the most popular 
in Europe, bringing together carnival-lovers from all over the continent. In 1980, it was officially 
awarded “International tourist interest” status. For further information, see: www.carnavaltenerife.es 

January/March 2008, SANTA CRUZ DE TENERIFE: 24th Canary Islands Music Festival. This festival 
has been in existence since 1985 and has already welcomed many celebrities from the world of music. 
Thanks to a seamless organisation, the public’s response was immediate and our clement climatic 
conditions – it’s one of the major winter festivals – have also contributed to the success of the event. 
All these elements come together to make this Canary Islands rendezvous a very important moment 
for all the top names in music. 

The festival is held mainly in the two capitals of the Canary Islands archipelago, Las Palmas de Gran 
Canaria and Santa Cruz de Tenerife, with a series of concerts in the other islands. For further 
information, see www.festivaldecanarias.com or contact: info.festival@canariasenred.com 

1-6 February 2008, SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA: Carnival 2008. The annual carnival festivities 
will take over the streets, with events taking place all day long. Parades of decorated lorries, drama 
and dancing organised by neighbourhood groups, schools, friends, and fancy dress competitions. 

Forthcoming events 
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On 6 February, there will be the ritual burning of “Mr Meco”, a Carnival character who each year 
represents a satiric theme related to the festival. 

1-6 February 2008, AVILÉS: ANTROXU, the Carnival of Avilés. The Carnival of Avilés will take place 
from 1 to 6 February 2008. This is one of the most popular and best-known carnivals in Northern Spain. 
A large number of activities are planned, and numerous inhabitants as well as tourists take part 
in the fancy dress parades. The bars and restaurants also join in the fun. On Saturday 2 February, 
the high moment of the Carnival is the “International River Descent of the rue Galiana”! 

16-20 February 2008, SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA: Gastronomy fair - Santiago 2008. 
This is a congress for the agri-food industry, catering and restaurant professionals. Throughout 
the weekend, food and wine lovers will be able to visit the fair and see demonstrations by celebrity 
chefs, taste wines and food, watch shows, or take part in workshops for children. In the city, the cinema 
programmes, theatre shows and exhibitions are organised on the theme of good food. Venue: Santiago 
de Compostela Congress and Exhibitions Hall. 

25-26 February 2008 - BRUSSELS: Second annual conference on “Regions for economic change – 
sharing excellence” 

At this conference, more than 500 participants from regions all over Europe will examine 
how European regional policy and its instruments can help regions to learn from one another 
and translate network outputs into action through mainstream policies and programmes. 

9-11 April, CORK (Ireland): Energie-Cités Annual Rendezvous and General Assembly. The Gijón 
local energy agency, financed by the “Intelligent energy in Europe” programme, will take part 
in the 13th Annual Rendezvous of Énergie-Cités which will take place in Cork (Ireland). 
On this occasion, Gijón will present its actions in the field of energy. For further information, see: 
www.energiagijon.es ; http://www.energie-cites.org/-Conferences-  

18/19 March 2008, COVENTRY: Midlands Manufacturing Show. RICOH Arena. This exhibition offers 
an opportunity to see the latest innovations in industrial technology and production techniques. 
For further information, contact Alex Dickson: Alex.Dickson@coventry.gov.uk - Reservations: 
www.industry.co.uk/Midlands/  

Holy Week in AVILÉS and the “El Bollo” festival. Holy Week in Avilés is without doubt the most 
important in all Asturias. It is different from the other festivals organised elsewhere in Spain, while 
combining religious celebrations and other processions with a very interesting tourist dimension. Easter 
Sunday and “El Bollo” Monday symbolise the arrival of spring. These festivals are deeply rooted 
in Asturian tradition. “El Bollo” refers to a traditional cake made in Avilés that families offer each 
other and which is well known to visitors. On Monday 24 March, “El Bollo” day, many people 
including thousands of Avilés’ inhabitants, join together to share their meal in a street party. The young 
and not-so-young celebrate fraternity in the parks, squares and streets of the city centre. For further 
information, see: www.avilescomarca.info and www.aviles.es 

28/30 March 2008, AVILÉS: BICA 2008. Avilés province property fair for the property, housing 
development and construction sectors, etc. Venue: Palacio de Camposagrado. 

5/6 April 2008, AVILÉS: SALDO-STOCK trade fair. Venue: Magdalena exhibition centre. 

11-13 April 2008 - BORDEAUX: Third edition of the AGORA biennial 

A veritable urban forum, the AGORA biennial is devoted to architecture, town planning, and design, 
and brings together professionals and amateurs interested in the evolution of the city 
and its construction.  

As part of this year’s event, an exhibition entitled “Alert!” presents the sustainable development 
challenges facing architecture and design, which call for new ways of conceiving our living spaces, 
to make them environmentally-friendly and energy-saving. 

Link: 
http://www.bordeaux.fr/ebx/portals/ebx.portal?_nfpb=true&_pageLabel=pgSomRub11&classofcont
ent=sommaire&id=9343 

Contact Olivier Mauret: o.mauret@mairie-bordeaux.fr 

30 April/3 May 2008, SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA: Ascension Festival 2008. The feast 
of Ascension takes place during May and young people always take an active part. Events are therefore 
specially organised with the young in mind, but the more traditional aspects are not forgotten 
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with Muiñeira Day (traditional Galician dancing), Children’s’ Day, the Feast of the Elders, the Alameda 
orchestras, theatre productions, street events, etc. 

May 2008, AVILÉS: FORMEMPLEO. Trade fair on training and employment for young people, 
families, education and training professionals, organisations and enterprises. Venue: Avilés Chamber 
of Commerce. For further information, see: www.avilescamara.com 

8/9 May 2008, SANTA CRUZ DE TENERIFE: 11th Santa Cruz entrepreneurs’ fair. Organised 
by the Santa Cruz de Tenerife Development Company, this is the rendezvous for all entrepreneurs 
who want to kick off a project and/or directors who want to expand their company. For further 
information, see: www.sociedad-desarrollo.com - Contact: Alicia Barber abarber@sociedad-
desarrollo.com 

5 June 2008, COVENTRY: Seminar on public sector relocation from 15.30 to 18.30 in the Jaguar 
Lounge, RICOH Arena. This seminar will present Coventry to public sector bodies – what the city can 
offer them, its success stories, and opportunities for such bodies to relocate to Coventry. For further 
information, contact: Kate.Hammond@coventry.gov.uk.  

9-10 June 2008, SEVILLE: International meeting on city-shopping projects 

Sevilla Global, in collaboration with the Employers Trade Confederation of Andalusia, (Confederación 
Empresarial de Comercio) is organising an international meeting on city-shopping projects on 9 and 10 
June 2008. The aim is to analyse the future prospects for the trade sector, especially concerning 
the “Open Shopping Centres”, a support structure for small traders as opposed to supermarkets, 
international experiences in city-shopping projects, and the creation of synergies between tourism, 
trade, leisure and culture to boost the open shopping centres.  

The meeting also aims to set up a fixed international network of agents from the trading sector 
with a view to developing cooperation projects. Any interested cities, as well as actors linked directly 
or indirectly to the trade sector, are cordially invited to take part in this event. 

For further information, contact Pedro Maestre, Sevilla Global: Tel.: +34 954 46 75 55 - 
pmaestre@sevillaglobal.es 

15-20 June, Zaragoza-Bilbao-Gijón (Spain): Gijón welcomes the 16th CIDEU Congress (Ibero-
American Centre for Strategic Urban Development). The main themes of this congress will be climate 
change and urban sustainability. 

For further information, see: http://www.gijon.es/Contenido.aspx?id=39747&area=108&leng=es 
http://www.cideu.org/site/especial/CongresoSostenibilidad/congresbienvenida.php  

26-29 June 2008: the BORDEAUX wine festival 

In order to offer thousands of French and foreign visitors four unforgettable days, the Bordeaux Wine 
Festival will take place in the heart of the city on a surface area of over 12 hectares. Thanks to a Tasting 
Pass, visitors will be able to savour a huge variety of wines from Bordeaux and its region at one 
location. And thanks to a Vineyards Pass, they can visit the Gironde wine country with its amazing 
chateaux and beautiful landscapes. 

Guest of Honour 2008: Saint-Petersburg. 

http://www.bordeaux-fete-le-vin.com/fr/infos_pratiques.html 

4/6 July 2008, COVENTRY: Godiva Festival. With an exciting programme of rock, pop, hip-hop, 
and folk music, comedy, a human circus and whole variety of entertainment, it’s not difficult to see 
why the Godiva Festival attracts more than 75,000 visitors each year. For further information, 
see: www.godivafestival.co.uk 
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DUBAI INTERNATIONAL AWARD FOR BEST PRACTICES TO IMPROVE THE LIVING 
ENVIRONMENT: Gijón will take part under the UN-HABITAT programme. Gijón’s application 
concerns its sustainable mobility campaign, entitled “En bus por la Gorra” (free bus travel for children 
under 13) and the municipal housing enterprise’s action on housing (grants to facilitate access 
to housing). For further information, see: http://dubai-award.dm.gov.ae/ - Contact in Gijón: Enrique 
Rodríguez Martín, eirodriguez@gijon.es - internacional@gijon.es, nuevosproyectos@gijon.es  

OPENCITIES Project, CARDIFF 

Cardiff is a partner in this British Council project. The project aims to explore the extent to which 
immigration can contribute to a city’s success. By making links between the new migrant population 
(first and second generation) and other actors who help make cities successful, the project aims to draw 
up a catalogue of good practice and a set of guidelines for urban policies. Cities would thus be able 
to make more effective use of the potential of these new populations and facilitate their integration. 
The other partner cities are Dublin, Belfast, Madrid, Bilbao, Vienna, Malmö, Sofia and Düsseldorf. 
The project runs until 2010. 

FOMENTO DE SAN SEBASTIÁN installs a WIFI zone the whole length of the sea-front promenade 
at Donostia. San Sebastián now has a WIFI service network of more than 500,000 m2 covering the three 
beaches and extending from one end of the sea-front promenade to the other. With this latest extension, 
which came into operation at the end of last year, the WIFI zone has doubled in the city’s public areas. 
The strategy of Fomento de San Sebastián is not limited to the development of the network, which will 
see its coverage further extended in order to offer Internet access to all the city’s inhabitants 
and its visitors. It also aims to open up this space to municipal services, developing enterprises, distance 
working, e-learning, tourism, culture and city-wide mobility. 

FOMENTO DE SAN SEBASTIÁN and the CINeSPACE project. Fomento de San Sebastián, technology 
centres, private enterprises and European cities are working together on the creation of an interactive 
prototype – new on the market – for access to and transmission of data linked to tourism marketing 
and cinema production. This is the CINeSPACE project, set up thanks to the European Union’s 
6th Framework Programme, and coordinated by San Sebastián. After eighteen months’ work and half-
way through the project, the development of the prototype is well under way and since the last week 
in January its applications are being tested. 

FOMENTO DE SAN SEBASTIÁN will put into practice an operational programme of the Basque 
Country European Social Fund, 2007-2013. The Operational Programme of the Basque Country 
European Social Fund (2007-2013) was adopted on 17 December 2007. The Autonomous Community 
will receive EUR 61.104,788 of grant for actions aiming essentially to develop a spirit of entrepreneurship 
and to improve the adaptability of enterprises in the framework of employment, social integration, 
and equal opportunities. Fomento de San Sebastián will take part in the programme through actions 
aiming to encourage the social integration of disadvantaged groups. 

AIRE 198 (Angoulême La Rochelle, 
Niort, Poitiers) 
Angers 
Avilés 
Bordeaux 
Brest Métropole Océane 
Burgos 
Caen 
Cap l’Orient 
Cardiff 
Chester 
Conf. Villes de Bretagne (Obs.) 

Cork 
Coventry 
Donostia - San Sebastián 
Dos Hermanas 
Eurocité Basque Bayonne-San 
Sebastián (Network of French & 
Spanish cities) 
Exeter 
Faro  
Figueira da Foz 
Gijón 
Jerez de la Frontera 

La Coruña 
Las Palmas de Gran Canaria 
Limoges 
Lisboa 
Nantes Métropole  
Porto 
Rennes et Rennes Métropole 
Saint-Nazaire 
Santiago de Compostela  
Santa Cruz de Tenerife 
Sevilla 
Viseu 
Vigo 
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