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Contribution from the Conference 

of Atlantic Arc Cities 

on the future 2020 Strategy 

The Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities (CAAC) has expressed its support for the initiative 

taken by the European Commission with the publication of the working paper 

on the forthcoming Strategy 2020 programme. From an Atlantic and urban perspective, 

this proposal should in fact be a first step towards a definition process for the Strategy 2020 

programme which should meet with the broadest possible agreement and coordination, 

as a result of its extended timeframe and more concrete proposals. 

Within this perspective, as far as Atlantic cities are concerned, this first consultation proposes 

a series of crucial axes which serve to facilitate reflection, to which the C.A.A.C would like 

to add the following commentaries: 

1. This document has been drawn up and published within a context which is marked 

by a recession that is not only economic in nature, but which also has significant social 

environmental repercussions. In spite of being a great leap forwards in the process 

of European integration, the Lisbon Strategy has not been swift enough in providing 

adequate responses to the crisis, with the current situation underlining the necessity 

for greater coherence in terms of the strategic planning of European policy. 

2. In the medium term, the ongoing policy of austerity and restrictions imposed upon 

resources should suggest a perspective dominated by economies of scale and synergies 

which maximise the results obtained from the steps to be taken, bearing in mind not only 

the international and European context but also one which contemplates the local 

and regional situation. Likewise, the crisis is not only a warning that calls for more 

awareness. It should be regarded as a starting point and not as a future horizon in itself. 

3. In the view of the Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities, a new strategy is needed - one 

that does not fear change - in order to avoid inertia and to promote flexibility and forward-

planning. The approach should also change shifting from broad policy lines to local good 

practice, taking advantage from the existing potential and boosting exchanges in a way 

that avoids dispersal and improves efficiency. 

4. From a standpoint of multilevel governance, the new strategy should guarantee 

representative participation, actively including local and regional involvement as well 

as the participation of citizens, as well as civil society organisations, that have played a major 

role during the crisis while their resources are not only not growing, but decreasing. 

→ The low degree of involvement in the Lisbon Strategy, not only of the regional 

and local level but also in terms of European citizens, has had a notable influence 

on results; a factor which this approach should take into account when drawing up, 

implementing and assessing Strategy 2020. 

→ Given that Strategy 2020 implies a completely new conception of European funding 

and policy, it should strive to encourage and strengthen compatibility and coherence 
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with national, regional and local policies, facilitating the involvement of the private 

sector, and establishing as a starting point a system of priorities set in place by a wide 

range of sources. 

→ The simplification of administrative procedures may contribute not only to economic 

efficiency but also to ensuring greater participation. Increasing criteria in procedures 

and checks may discourage potential stakeholders.  

5. In order to fully learn the lesson of this triple crisis, we must seek to re-establish 

the balance between the three central pillars (economic, social and environmental) without 

overlooking the territorial aspect. These strands are essential to achieving the goals 

of integration, jobs and sustainable development that the EU has set for itself. 

→ As an initial stage, it will be necessary to effectively apply a cross-sectoral approach 

to the various components of European programmes and policy.  

6. From a Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities perspective, the Strategy 2020 model might be 

preceded by the corresponding integrated spatial strategies, not only those approved 

for the Baltic and Danube regions but also those yet to be outlined for outlying areas such 

as the Atlantic. These regional strategies could serve as a method of assessment 

and as a definitive proposal for an Integrated Strategy on a European scale. 

7. The new strategy should recognise that economic growth does not in itself guarantee 

either heightened respect for the environment or social and territorial cohesion. 

→ Where the Atlantic Arc cities are concerned, the environmental aspect is crucial. 

The environmental pillar warrants special attention, because the results of the last 

Copenhagen Conference on climate change call for clear guidelines to be adopted 

in this field, above all, at a local level, with proposals which are not merely preventive 

but which also focus on adaptation and mitigation. 

→ Social cohesion is not achieved solely through the implementation of employment 

policies. In order to avoid the undesirable effects of social exclusion, the new strategy 

should consider the needs of the most vulnerable sector of the population - not purely 

the effects of the recession, but also the implicit reconversion it entails. This axis could 

be for example a sector of economic activity or a source of employment, development 

and social insertion. The objective therefore is not only to create “green” but also 

“pink” employment - pink referring here to professionals who attend to the needs 

of vulnerable sectors of the population and who facilitate, among other things, 

the conciliation of work and family life.  

→ The EU institutions need to retain the lessons learned from the crisis which prove 

that cohesion policy is fundamental to respond to external shocks. Moreover, CAAC 

insists in an increasingly integrated cohesion policy to ensure the cohesive, balanced 

and competitive development of Europe as a whole. 

→ Cohesion policy, through ESF, gives still an essential boost for the implementation 

of local policies. Besides acknowledging the need for ascribing funds to new countries, 

old member states will find it difficult to alleviate a sudden absence of ESF. Especially 

in the current context, cities are still facing problems connected with employment 

and insertion and they ask not only for the permanence but also for a more direct 

participation.  



-3- 

8. As the majority of the world’s and Europe population now live in cities, urban areas 

concentrate energy use as well as knowledge economy production and innovation. 

Moreover, as said above, many of the social inclusion issues facing Europe will be felt most 

keenly in cities.  

→ Therefore, the 2020 strategy should guarantee a greater emphasis on an urban focus, 

as a measure which will ensure greater European geographical cohesion. European 

Strategy, policy and funding programmes need to reflect the strong urban dimension 

implied by the challenges facing Europe over the next 10 years and acknowledge 

that cities are and will be best placed to deal with many of these issues.  

→ In response to the principles of the European Territorial Agenda, and from 

a standpoint of polycentric development, a territorial balance should be ensured 

between the cities which comprise the European space. Similarly there should also be 

a balance between urban and rural areas. 

→ As a source for the drawing up policies, we should take advantage of good local 

practices, especially the results obtained from ongoing programmes such as URBACT 

and successful experiences such as URBAN.  

9. Faced with the risk of increasing the distance between EC and the individual, the new 

strategy should seek to re-establish the individual as a participant, a protagonist 

and the recipient of the whole European Community process. Identifying the citizens 

with the European Union is a basic issue in European integration. This integration 

is encouraged by the cities through communication and direct participation strategies 

that may be transferred to other levels in a view of visibility and legibility, through feedback, 

between EU and citizens.  


