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Response from the Conference of Atlantic Arc 
Cities to the European Commission's public 

consultation regarding an integrated maritime 
policy for the Atlantic Ocean basin 

 

The Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities (CAAC) salutes the European Commission's initiative 
to inquire as to an integrated maritime policy for the Atlantic Ocean. The CAAC currently brings 
together over 30 cities and city networks from the European Atlantic coast, and our network intends 
to promote the interests of the Atlantic cities and those of other cities in general at Community level, 
with the aim of favouring a balanced and polycentric organisation of the European territory. 

This document intends to be not only a response to the above mentioned consultation, but also 
an account of the views and reflections of our network on the European Atlantic Strategy. Moreover, 
this document gathers together and expands the different thought-provoking papers, issued 
individually or together with the Atlantic Arc Commission. 

In their awareness that cities determine the quality of life, in San Sebastián in 2008, the Atlantic cities 
decided to actively tackle climate change, and approved the “Atlantic Charter of San Sebastián 

for sustainable urban development - green, attractive and solidarity-based cities”, in which a series of points 
were listed for the sustainable development of the Atlantic cities 

This Charter not only highlights the essential role of cities in the development of the Atlantic Area, 
but also demonstrates the fact that its objectives can act as a reference to the urban dimension 
in an integrated strategy, as they are described in EU Territorial Agenda and in the Leipzig Charter. 
A strategy that the Atlantic cities requested back in 2008 in the fifth chapter of the Charter 
of San Sebastián, which aims to develop more open, efficient and ambitious cooperation, 
by improving the governance of cooperation, extending the participation of Atlantic Area cities 
in global economy networks related to knowledge and maritime economy. 

This Chapter proposes integrated cooperation, which includes all stakeholders, because in the same 
way that a city is more than a city council, the Atlantic Area also has various actors that must be 
taken into account when promoting efficient, polycentric, cohesive, coherent, proportional 
development that respects the principle of subsidiarity. 

Likewise, it is requested to utilise cooperation as a means to carry out innovative actions, within 
a more open and effective point of view which not only enables an improvement in consultation 
between the Atlantic actors but also reinforces cooperation beyond the Atlantic Area. 

In line with this demand which was formulated in 2008, supported by preliminary studies like 
the Atlantic Area Development Scheme and inspired by the examples of the Baltic Sea Strategy 
and the Strategy for the Danube region, the Atlantic cities, together with all other Atlantic 
stakeholders call for an integrated strategy to be drawn up specific to their geographical area. 
CAAC’s proposal for an Atlantic Arc Strategy is a multi-level governance model based 
on the potential of this area, so as to allow the transition towards a green economy, whilst relying 
on Atlantic assets. 

Within this context, the CAAC reflects these objectives in its action strategy as well as in the demands 
transmitted to European institutions, with the aim of reaching a system of enhanced cooperation 
which will permit the full development of the Atlantic Arc. 
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1. Definition of the Atlantic Arc 

The CAAC integrates those cities which "participate in or are interested in the dynamics" 
of the Atlantic Arc. Therefore, cities which do not belong to the current Operational Programme, 
such as Las Palmas, Limoges, or Coventry, identify themselves with the challenges 
and opportunities presented by the Atlantic Arc. In this regard, the CAAC proposes an operative 
definition of the Atlantic Arc, adapted to its priorities and desires, which make it possible to face 
complex and multidimensional situations. This definition cannot be restrictive and must avoid 
an artificial differentiation between the interested parties. 

This functional definition must be based on the following components: 

- The idea of "gate" as opposed to that of periphery 

The Atlantic Arc is not only Europe's maritime sea front, but also the point of connection between 
it and the rest of the world. With connectivity being a greater challenge in this area, actions 
in the Atlantic Arc must be routed towards the total fulfilment of its role as transmitter. Thus, 
an Integrated Maritime Strategy must not only take into account the Atlantic Arc's maritime 
and international dimension, but also safeguard the synergies that permit a coherent development 
of the hinterland. 

- Effective use of the current initiatives: 

The Atlantic Arc is an active environment, where different cooperation processes take place 
at different levels. The definition of Atlantic Arc must be built from these experiences, which are 
the ones that give it its meaning. Networking is basic, because these actions depend on the strong 
implementation of joint action and exchange. Thus, the current initiatives must evolve towards 
a profitable pooling of resources that will have an efficient impact on the whole Area. 

- The modelisation of the system 

The current processes of cooperation present needs of visibility and reinforcement. Cooperation 
and exchange must not only be limited to isolated actions and be restricted in time, but they must 
also determine specific processes. It is necessary to consider a flexible structure which will regroup 
these processes in a systematised and coherent manner, permitting their reproduction, 
their capitalisation and the resulting scale economies. 

2. The content of the Communication: global dimension 

The global content of the Atlantic Arc Communication should be based on two major axes: 

- An integrated development model 

A European strategy for the Atlantic Arc should create the conditions and mechanisms that permit 
an integrated development of this Area. This integrated development must be built 
on the opportunities offered by the Atlantic Arc in matters such as the environment and climate 
change, maritime economy, accessibility and transportation, the knowledge economy, the local 
economy and heritage, clearly identified by the Atlantic actors.   

Special emphasis should be placed on the "green" dimension of the economy. Thus the proposal 
for an economic model based on the valuation and strengthening of nature's services, 
the generation of employment and the design of market policies, appropriate for accelerating 
the transition to a green economy. This model must not be limited to economic development, 
but should defend innovation, attractiveness, environmental excellence, energy efficiency 
and social cohesion and diversity, as well as cultural identity. 
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Likewise, the model must allow for a greater level of action in order to reinforce the synergies 
of transnational and European scope. With the purpose of ensuring the continuity and feasibility 
of the model, it must take into consideration the moment when it will be put into operation 
and, therefore, be inscribed into future European policies, so as to guarantee its coherence with key 
initiatives, such as TEN-T, the Framework programme, the measures on Climate Change 
and Energy, etc… Likewise, the prevailing role of the policy of cohesion, especially 
that of territorial cooperation must have its true reflection in the European Strategy for the Atlantic 
Arc. 

- A multi-level governance model: 

A European Strategy for the Atlantic Arc must be based on a model that integrates a bottom-up 
perspective of governance, which assesses the local resources and increases participation 
at the local level, based on benchmarking that is both transferable and demonstrative. 

A European Strategy for the Atlantic Arc should, in terms of governance: 

- Permit the definition of a multi-level concept of governance that is more precise 
and, therefore, more operative, in the light of the Treaty of Lisbon; 

- Facilitate the response to the requests formulated by the totality of groups 
and their associations, through the consolidation of its participation in the views, 
and in the elaboration of its policies. 

Both of these principles translate into the acknowledgement by the local and regional authorities 
as true partners in a dynamic process of construction and implementation of the European 
policies. Likewise, it is essential to stimulate the start-up and/or the development of the multi-level 
agreement mechanisms. 

Likewise, it must be taken into account that for citizens, cities are the primary point of contact 
with European policies. The citizens' identification with the European Union is a basic challenge 
in European construction and it is promoted by the cities through communication strategies 
and direct participation. When setting a European Strategy for the Atlantic Arc, it is necessary 
to reinforce the conscience of belonging to a European area, in an urban application 
of the principle of subsidiarity. 

3. An Atlantic (European) context that is increasingly more urban 

Cities are the element that defines territorial cohesion in Europe and the driving force 
for sustainable development. Cities and urban agglomerations, because of their population, 
the jobs they concentrate, the metropolitan dynamics and the innovation they impulse, play 
an important role in regional development.  

Being the primary level of contact with citizens, they are faced with the major challenges caused 
by the recession, such as unemployment, poverty and social exclusion. At the same time, 
the configuration of the local governments and their size, do not allow cities to offer the proper 
response. 

Documents such as the European Territorial Agenda, the Leipzig Charter or the Covenant 
of Mayors, defend at European level, the importance of cities in the construction of Europe's 
future. In addition, as is stated in the Treaty of Lisbon, territorial cohesion must be at the centre 
of European politics. Thus, the Strategy 2020 should not only provide a way out of the recession, 
but also the balanced development of Europe's territories; providing for intelligent, sustainable 
and inclusive growth. The Declaration of Toledo from May this year (Spanish Presidency 
of the EU - 2010), strengthens the bonds between these different European initiatives and appeals 
to a more prominent role for cities, highlighting the "urban dimension" in the politics of cohesion, 
as a driving force for the growth of the EU. 
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Diagram 1: Member Cities of the Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities 2010 - Created internally1 

 

In this context and despite their diversity, the cities of the Atlantic Arc must respond to common 
challenges from an economic, social, cultural or environmental perspective: 

- A peripheral situation within an enlarged Europe, which must be countered through 
the application of the concept of territorial cohesion whilst developing accessibility and inter-
communication, enhancing its role as a maritime gateway in a globalised world. 

- The maritime dimension of our regions, as an economic development opportunity 
and an environmental challenge in light of the need to protect the natural environment which 
is characteristic of the Atlantic and until now has been relatively well preserved; 

- An urban network composed of mainly medium-sized cities which on their own cannot 
effectively develop their projects before those responsible at European level; 

- A common cultural heritage as, due to a comparable history which is often linked, the cities 
of the Atlantic Arc share a strong cultural identity that should be further exploited. Culture 
is also perceived as an excellent means of involving citizens in the Atlantic project. 

Likewise, it cannot be ignored that the countries of the Atlantic Arc (especially Spain, Portugal 
and Ireland) have felt the effects of the current recession to a greater degree, and the local 
authorities are thus witnessing how their capacity to react is reduced. 

The Atlantic cities, aware of the fact that their peripheral situation and their average size 
called for a greater effort to obtain full development, decided to join together into a network 
(the Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities - CAAC) in the year 2000. In 2008, before the recession 
became a reality, the Atlantic cities prepared the Charter of San Sebastian, which reflects the urban 
challenges of the area and proposes common initiatives, proposing a green economy 
as an alternative. As a main challenge, the Atlantic cities proposed common means and resources 
to balance the economic competitiveness of cities and environmental sustainability. 

                                                 
1 See appendices for a list of  CAAC members in 2010 
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4. The Atlantic Arc: green and urban 

The Atlantic coast is characterised by a high level of preservation and attractiveness. 
The rich Atlantic biodiversity is, possibly, less threatened than the rest of the European continent, 
but extreme phenomena due to climate change, such as the Xynthia, Klaus or Becky storms, show 
that both prevention and adaptation measures are equally necessary. Likewise, the economic 
importance of the environment in the Atlantic Arc (the "Green Arc") entails a series 
of opportunities and hazards that must be handled, such as the value of maritime assets, 
the increasing littoralisation of urban development and natural and technological hazards. 

Diagram 2: SWOT Analysis: Atlantic Cities and climate change 

 
In fact, the sea represents a worldwide challenge for economic, social and cultural development, 
for safety and sustainable development. The recovery and preservation of this exceptional 
environment contributes to the attractiveness and influence of the Atlantic cities. 

As mentioned in the Covenant of Mayors and also acknowledged in former international 
meetings, the local level is the most effective in the fight against climate change. For this reason, 
the Atlantic cities strive to serve as examples in initiatives involving the environment. 
As an example, we must mention Vitoria Gasteiz and Nantes Métropole, which have recently been 
selected as European Green Cities, an award which has been given only four times.  

In addition to adaptation and mitigation measures, the proposals revolve around renewable 
energies and energy efficiency in areas such as building, urban sprawl and public transport. 
A compact urban proposal is suggested, which will prevent cities from sprawling and allow urban 
regeneration. Accessibility and land-sea integration are key themes. 

Within the CAAC, the Atlantic cities have created a work group on Climate Change, whose 
framework proposes measures to arouse citizens' awareness. The aim is to achieve a paradigm 
shift where the accumulation of small gestures will give way to a substantial reduction 
of emissions, the boosting of citizen participation and adoption. 
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The network's joint action is headed towards promoting a two-way dialogue between the Atlantic 
cities and the Covenant of Mayors, relying on the signing of the CAAC as a type 2 supporting 
structure. Because the relative deindustrialization of some Atlantic cities does not allow them 
to sign the Covenant of Mayors, this agreement should help to find synergies among them 
and other European cities in the fight against climate change and thus facilitate the exchange 
of good practices. Likewise, it would allow for a dialogue that would encourage citizen 
participation and integrate the focus of the Atlantic cities in European politics. 

Diagram 3: Atlantic Cities and European climate strategies2 

 
Cities that participate in EU local climate strategies: 

1 Aire 198, Nantes Métropole, Burgos, Donostia San Sebastian, A.M. Porto, C.I. Baixo Mondego, Cork 

2 
Basque Eurocity, Brest Métropole Océane, C.U. Bordeaux, Caen, Quimper Communauté, Rennes Métropole, 
Diputación De Sevilla, Jerez de la Frontera, Santander, A.M. Lisboa, C.I. Algarve,  Viseu, Cardiff 

3 

C.C. Val d'Ille, Coulaines, Mûrs- Erigné, Saint Juvat, Areatza, Bilbao, Diputación de Cádiz - Huelva and Segovia, 
Pamplona, C. I. Comurbeiras, C.I. de Tras-os-Montes, C.I. do Alto Alentejo, C.I. do Oeste, C.I. do Pinhal Interior Norte, 
C.I. Leziria-Tejo, C.I. Regiao de Aveiro, Cabeceiras de Basto, Esposende, Gouveia, Marvao, Porto de Mos, Santiago do 
Cacém, Vendas Novas, Dublín, Birmingham, Glasgow, Manchester 

4 
Angers, Cap l'Orient, CBC, Cherbourg, Limoges, Saint Nazaire, A Coruña, Avilés, Dos Hermanas, Gijón, Las Palmas 
de Gran Canaria, Santa Cruz de Tenerife, Santiago de Compostela, Vigo, Chester, Coventry 

5 Bath, Preston 

6 Vitoria Gasteiz, Bristol 

                                                 
2 Own research from EU sources - For visibility reasons, some cases in Spain, France and Portugal are represented only at NUTS III level – 
See appendices for disaggregation.  
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5. Sustainable development: proximity and knowledge 

The Atlantic cities strive for green public areas, the regeneration of abandoned urban areas, 
the diversification of economic activity, the promotion of the use and development of renewable 
energies and clean transportation, as well as promoting accessibility and opportunities 
for education that give way a greater social inclusion. To do so, the instruments have been 
identified: the local economy and the knowledge economy. 

Local Economy: 

Local economy, based on allowing the direct exchange between producers and consumers in one 
same territory can be an adequate tool for the economic and social development of the Atlantic 
cities. These must outline the order of the economy of proximity, facilitating its full development 
and become involved in the direct distribution channel as direct consumers. 

The local economy presents opportunities to reflect on the sustainable development of the Atlantic 
area regarding governance, agriculture, fisheries, climate change and transportation. In the first 
place, within a context of reforms of the common European politics of agriculture and fishing, 
this instrument puts forward a new market organisation that can contribute to the adaptation 
of these sectors to a new environment. It is important to take into account that direct distribution 
contemplates a more sustainable type of production and distribution of goods which reduces 
their carbon footprint and the impact of human activity on the environment. 

The local economy has undeniable effects on the primary sector, such as the maintenance 
and creation of employment and the reinforcement of products' added value. Moreover, 
it is necessary to take into account the population's health dimension that this type of market 
promotes. An appropriate gouvernance system should follow-up these initiatives.  

The knowledge economy: 

To strengthen the economy and maintain the quality of life, Atlantic cities look for innovative 
methods that allow for the better use of the potential and complementariness among the cities. 

So as to completely assume knowledge economy and society, the main aspects are to promote 
R&D, innovation in the field of science (especially maritime) and public-private partnerships 
that foster technology transfers. Thought must be given to accompanying the development of true 
regional poles of excellence, representative of an urban society. Economy diversification would be 
strengthened by the enhancement of metropolitan functions, thus ensuring the necessary 
requirements for transfers of knowledge. These initiatives should reveal to be useful 
for the business sector and promote its renewal through start-ups and spin-offs of the maritime 
economy.  

The aim is to achieve cities that have directed their productive apparatus towards products 
and services that require a high added value and of course knowledge. Atlantic cities aspire 
to become world competitive centres through integrated networks that facilitate a bottom-up 
approach in the design, implementation and evaluation of the policies. Based on excellence plans 
of sustainable urban development, the strategy is the drafting, experimentation and validation 
of models of quality and knowledge management methodologies applied to local 
and transnational management, to improve the competitiveness of Atlantic cities. 
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6. Accessibility, mobility and contactability 

Accessibility continues to be the sine qua non condition to achieve a full and integrated 
development of the Atlantic Arc. This area, entrance to Europe, continues to be faced 
with a peripherisation of the territory which blocks exchanges and synergies with the rest 
of the continent. 

In the same way, for the central-peripheral two-way connection to become real, the Integrated 
Strategy cannot be limited to the coastal areas. The initiatives to be undertaken in the field 
of transportation must ensure the viability of the fluxes in the interior of the Atlantic regions, 
involving cities as connection nodes. 

If the cities must be the nodes that facilitate the accessibility of the territories, the urban nuclei 
must be able to permit a fluid circulation of goods and people throughout their interior. Thus, 
a full and coordinated urban mobility with the rest of the modes must be encouraged. 

Diagram 4: Contactability between European Cities - Source: FOCI project (Future Orientation for Cities) ESPON 2010 

 

Contactability from town to town for a day return by train between a chosen list of metropolitan areas 
between 5.00 and 23.00 (based on the train timetables) 
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In this regard, the concept of contactability gains great importance. Contactability is understood 
as the possibility to move from one city to another, attend a meeting and be able to return 
to the city of origin on the same day. As shown in the FOCI Project (Future Orientation for Cities – 
ESPON 2010), this contactability is quite reduced within the Atlantic Arc. Atlantic Arc Cities 
This not only contributes to a weakening of exchanges between the different actors, but it reduces 
the attractiveness of the region towards investors. Currently, in contactability terms, the real 
distance between Atlantic cities is significantly higher than geographical distance.  

In the same regard, thought must be given to improving the connections of the ports and the port 
cities with the hinterland. The composition of the Atlantic Arc causes the maritime activities to be 
concentrated in the coast and does not give way to land-sea and sea-land synergies to carry 
forward to the interior. Once again, the role of cities as nodes becomes clear, signalling the need 
for an interurban organisation to organise the efficient circulation of goods. The responses 
by the port Atlantic cities to this situation have been based on the search for a joint planning 
between port and city which, in a way, returns the sea to the citizens. 

Diagram 5: European port container system and key regions for logistics with the hinterland 
Source: Economic analysis of the European seaport system. Report serving as input for the discussion on the TEN-T 

policy. ITMMA – University of Antwerp 2009 

 

The Atlantic port cities: 

Atlantic port cities are faced with problems regarding the integrated and rational management 
of port areas and infrastructures. They are also responsible, together with various others according 
to the cities, for coastal management, marine safety and protection, the knowledge 
and preservation of the marine environment and the coast, the management of maritime 
and industrial hazards, the fight against maritime pollution, the naval concept, construction 
and maintenance including the dismantling of ships, navigation, the exploitation of marine energy 
resources, and the exploitation and recovery of marine biological sources and the durability 
of maritime tourism. 
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Diagram 6: SWOT Analysis. Atlantic Port Cities 

 

The actions carried out by the port cities mainly consist of seeking opportunities for development. 
By reusing abandoned land in ports and taking advantage of the new areas, new companies have 
been created. The regeneration of abandoned port land has represented their integration within 
the city in accordance with sustainable development and aiming for an improved image. 
These actions contribute to improving the quality of the port areas, developing opportunities 
for sustainable maritime tourism and cultural promotion. All this has been achieved thanks 
to the liaison between the different private and public, regional and state actors, a link that has 
made it possible to finance the costly investments for the ports' reconversion. It is worth pointing 
out the diversification of the port activities and the recovery for civil use of the abandoned port 
sites, thanks to the creation of centres of excellence that bring together R+D and the private sector. 
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7. Citizen dimension: expand the scale 

The Atlantic Arc, structured among other lines by the Way of St. James, shares a common culture 
("the Celtic essence"), a common history (covenants, wars and mutual invasions), a long history 
of trade, beginning with copper in the era of the Phoenicians, followed by the fishing tradition, 
until the more recent salt industry. One must also not forget that the Atlantic cities have, for many 
centuries, been entrances to Europe for discoveries. It is worth highlighting that it is this shared 
identity and its reflection which creates unconscious bonds between the citizens of the different 
countries. The common history, the heritage, the geography, determines the Atlantic identity, 
and is elements that not only facilitate cooperation, but also make the exchange quite natural. 

In the same way that a city is more than just a city council, the Atlantic cities are aware 
that the processes have a main protagonist: citizens. In this regard, the proposal for an Integrated 
Strategy for the Atlantic Arc would be incomplete if people were not its protagonists. It is hence 
proposed that the social dimension be strengthened within a framework of sustainable 
development that favours the well-being of the population, under the principles of solidarity, 
cohesion and citizen’s participation. 

The Atlantic cities are very aware that the current development indicators do not fully reflect 
the day to day reality. As indicated by the OCDE and the Committee of the Regions, GDP 
is an indicator of production. Measurement of regional and urban development should take 
into account the specific characteristics of a European territory. Examples are accessibility, 
contactability, education resources, employment, climate change impact, etc...  In this regard, 
the proposal is based on using the research already carried out in the Atlantic Arc as a starting 
point to choose the most appropriate indicators to measure the Atlantic's sustainable development, 
using the Charter of San Sebastían as the roadmap to define an Atlantic "index of development". 
This index, similar to the United Nations HDI, will not only make it possible to measure progress, 
but also propose initiatives for improvement resulting from a thorough knowledge of the reality. 

Finally, it is held that for a network to really be complete it needs to depend on the citizens' 
participation. The aim of the Atlantic cities is to function as a liaison, and make it possible 
for Europe to reach its citizens, acting as intermediary with European institutions, and allowing 
for full participation at Atlantic level and in Europe, through activities that encourage dialogue 
and awareness. In this sense, to guarantee that citizens can make the project for an Integrated 
Strategy for the Atlantic Arc their own, the CAAC proposes that participation be conducted 
through local action groups, based on the fruitful models of the Leader, Farnet and Urbact 
programmes. Coordinated by the cities, the ALAG (Atlantic Local Action Groups) must be 
representative of the civil Atlantic society and guarantee a bottom-up perspective within 
the Strategy.  

8. Conclusions 

When the CAAC was created, the cities of the Atlantic Arc strived to encourage synergies 
and boost cooperation to contribute to the emergence of an area of solidarity and development 
of projects. The aim was also to achieve a voice in Europe that not only promoted their interests, 
but that also promoted a balanced and polycentric development of the European territory. 

Thus the Atlantic Arc is defined as an inter-city area of cooperation, in key matters such 
as exemplary behaviour concerning the environment, sustainable and innovative economic 
development, the reinforcement of social cohesion and heterogeneity, the development of a more 
open, effective and ambitious cooperation, the updating of the shared identity of the Atlantic cities 
and their maritime inheritance; with the sole aim of turning the cities into more influential 
and attractive places through their interconnection.  
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Our Atlantic cities are by nature open to the world. Not only are the port cities open to the sea, but 
the interior line that marks the Way of St. James has turned the Atlantic Arc into Europe's 
backbone. During an era of globalisation, this openness is an asset that balances our position 
of relative displacement from a strictly continental perspective. The idea is to make this change 
of perspective visible: from the sea, we are the entrance to Europe, by following the Way 
of St. James we can get to Brussels.  Moreover it's not only concentrated in the cities; the aim is also 
the internationalisation of the higher education centres, and obtaining support for international 
investigation networks. 

As we can see in the following map, Atlantic cities are very active as far as participation 
in European projects is concerned. The programmes INTERREG III and IVB Atlantic Area have 
been examined and, since 2007, programmes such as URBACT, INTERREG SUDOE, Culture, 
Research, Intelligent Energy Europe, etc… Over 120 active cities have been found, of which 5% 
are or have been lead partners in the Atlantic Area Programme, participating (2%) or not (3%) 
in other programmes, and 50.5% are or have been partner in this same programme, participating 
(14%) or not (36.5%) in other programmes. 25.5% participate in the Urbact programme, with 4.6% 
of the lead partner cities, 14.7% of cities that are only partners of Urbact and the rest are Urbact 
partner cities that also participate in other programmes. The rest, 19%, participate as partners 
in the mentioned European programmes.  

Diagram 7: Participation of Atlantic Area Cities in EU programmes3 

 

                                                 
3 Own research from EU sources - See appendices for a complete list 
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Likewise we must bear in mind that the Atlantic cities have been networking for years, 
on a national level (AIRE 198, Asturian Federation of Councils, for example), on a cross-border 
level (the MOT, the Eixo Atlántico, the Eurocities of Bayona- San Sebastián and Chaves-Verin), 
on a transnational level (the Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities) and even on a transatlantic level 
(the relations between the Conference and the North West Virginia Commission). In this regard, 
the CAAC has taken a step forward, creating, together with the Baltic, Mediterranean, Adriatic 
cities, the MOT (Cross-border Operational Organisation), RIET (Iberian Network of Cross-border 
Entities), CECICN (Conference of European Cross-Border and Interregional City Networks), 
a platform that groups together more than 500 cities that are essentially bordering and peripheral. 

Diagram 8: CECICN member cities 
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Therefore, the Atlantic cities defend an integrated perspective. An integrated perspective 
whose aim is the development of a network made up of multiple actors, the promotion of logical 
schemes such as clusters, and the interaction between different governance levels. This multilevel 
and association governance must be feed on different and complimentary types of knowledge 
and socioeconomic actors, both public and private, universities, educational and research centres, 
companies, the civil society and citizens. 

The Atlantic cities defend the need to promote an integrated maritime and inland urban 
development, where economic growth, environmental excellence, social mix, improvement 
of infrastructures and Atlantic culture and tourism are brought together in government structures 
that are adapted to the diversity of these matters. 

It is on these bases that the Atlantic Arc can do more to exploit its specific nature and define 
its maritimity. As the different European "urban" documents since 2007 show, the integrated 
approach in the development policies of the cities, consists on considering the city as a key point 
in the achievement of the objectives, framed within a territorial perspective, and its strategic 
potential for an urban development that is more intelligent, more sustainable and socially inclusive 
in Europe. 

The Atlantic cities have the necessary potential to carry out local development plans that are 
coherent with the European 2020 Strategy. It is therefore understood that the integrated 
development model of the Atlantic Arc comprises networking with other cities, with other 
government levels and with the interested actors. The idea is to create a model that takes 
advantage of the common resources and synergies available during this period of financial 
recession, with the aim of obtaining the necessary means and knowledge for its development 
and thus achieve the sustainable city of the future. 

As the corresponding commissaries revealed in September, the future of the cohesion policy 
requires a greater coordination of the different sections that form it. Likewise, it must be taken 
into account that the territorial dimension, as is established by the Treaty of Lisbon, must 
determine the future of European programming.  

The Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities considers that a Maritime Strategy should represent a step 
towards a more ambitious project for the whole Atlantic Arc. The importance of the debate 
on macro regions should not be minimised nor be isolated from this initiative. 
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APPENDIX 1 

 

LIST OF CITIES AND CITIES 

NETWORKS MEMBERS 
OF THE CONFERENCE OF ATLANTIC 

ARC CITIES 

- November 2010- 

----------- 

ESPAGNE/ESPAÑA/ESPANHA/SPAIN Avilés  
Donostia-San Sebastián 

Dos Hermanas 
Gijón 

Jerez de la Frontera 
La Coruña 

Las Palmas de Gran Canaria 
Santander 

Santiago de Compostela 
Sevilla 
Vigo 

FRANCE/FRANCIA/FRANÇA/FRANCE Angers 
Brest (Communauté Urbaine) 

Caen 
Cap l’Orient (Communauté d’Agglomération) 

Cherbourg (Communauté Urbaine) 
Limoges 

Nantes Métropole 
Rennes et Rennes Métropole 

Saint-Nazaire 

IRLANDE/IRLANDA/IRELAND Cork 

PORTUGAL Faro 
Figueira da Foz 

Lisboa 
Porto 

ROYAUME-UNI/REINO-UNIDO/UNITED-KINGDOM Cardiff 
Chester 

Coventry 

RÉSEAUX DE VILLES/REDES DE CIUDADES / 
REDES DE CIDADES/CITIES NETWORKS 

Aire 198 
(Angoulême, Niort, La Rochelle, Poitiers) 

Eurocité Basque Bayonne-San Sebastián 
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APPENDIX 2 – Atlantic Cities and EU Climate Strategies 

2.1 Atlantic Cities and EU climate Strategies 

Map 
San Sebastian 

Charter 
Covenant of Mayors CIVITAS 

France 

Angers Angers     

AIRE 198 

AIRE 198 
(Angoulême, La 
Rochelle, Niort, 

Poitiers) 

Grand Angoulême § La 
Couronne (see 2.2 

table) 
La Rochelle 

Basque Eurocity Basque Eurocity Bayonne, Irun (ES)   

Brest Métropole 
Océane 

Brest Métropole 
Océane 

Brest Métropole 
Océane 

  

C.C. Val d'Ille   
C.C. Val d'Ille and 

some boroughs (see 2.2 
table) 

  

C.U. Bordeaux Bordeaux 
C.U. Bordeaux and 

Bordeaux 
  

Caen Caen Caen   

CAP L'Orient CAP L'Orient     

Cherbourg Cherbourg     

Conference of Brittany 
Cities (Rennes 
headquarters)4 

See note below     

Coulaines   Coulaines   

Limoges Limoges     

Mûrs- Erigné   Mûrs- Erigné   

Nantes Métropole Nantes Métropole Nantes Métropole Nantes Métropole 

Quimper Communauté 
Through Conference of 

Britanny Cities 
Quimper Communauté 

§ Quimper 
  

Rennes Métropole 
Rennes and Rennes 

Métropole 

Rennes Métropole and 
some boroughs (see 2.2 

table) 
  

Saint Juvat   Saint Juvat   

Saint Nazaire Saint Nazaire     

                                                 
4 Dinan, Guingamp, Lamballe, Lannion, Loudéac, Plérin Ploufragan, Saint-Brieuc, Fougères, Rennes, Rennes-Métropole, Redon, Saint-Malo, Vitré, Brest, C. 
U. Brest,  Carhaix, Châteaulin, Concarneau, Douarnenez,  Guipavas, Landerneau, Morlaix,  Plougastel-Daoulas, Quimper, Quimperlé, Auray, Hennebont, 
Lanester, Lorient,  Ploëmeur, Ploermel,  Pontivy,  Saint-Ave, Vannes 
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Map 
San Sebastian 

Charter 
Covenant of Mayors CIVITAS 

Spain 

A Coruña A Coruña     

Areatza   Areatza   

Avilés Avilés     

Bilbao   Bilbao   

Burgos Burgos Burgos Burgos 

Diputación de Cadiz 
(Cadiz headquarters) 

  
See 2.2 table (Jerez not 

included) 
  

Diputación de Huelva   See 2.2 table   

Diputación de Segovia   See 2.2 table   

Diputación de Sevilla 
(Sevilla headquarters) 

Sevilla 
See 2.2 table (Dos 
Hermanas not 
included) 

  

Donostia-San Sebastian 
Donostia-San 
Sebastian 

Donostia-San Sebastian 
Donostia-San 
Sebastian 

Dos Hermanas Dos Hermanas     

Gijon Gijon     

Jerez de la Frontera Jerez de la Frontera Jerez de la Frontera   

Las Palmas de Gran 
Canaria 

Las Palmas de Gran 
Canaria 

    

Pamplona   Pamplona   

Santa Cruz de Tenerife Santa Cruz de Tenerife     

Santander Santander Santander   

Santiago de 
Compostela 

Santiago de 
Compostela 

    

Vigo Vigo     

Vitoria-Gasteiz   Vitoria-Gasteiz Vitoria-Gasteiz 

United Kingdom 

Bath     Bath 

Bristol   Bristol Bristol 

Birmingham   Birmingham   

Cardiff Cardiff Cardiff   

Glasgow   Glasgow   

Manchester   Manchester   

Chester Chester     

Coventry Coventry     

Preston     Preston 
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Map 
San Sebastian 

Charter 
Covenant of Mayors CIVITAS 

Portugal 

A. M. de Lisboa  Lisboa See 2.2 table   

A.M. do Porto Porto See 2.2 table Porto 

C. I. Comurbeiras   See 2.2 table   

C.I. Algarve Faro Lagoa   

C.I. Baixo Mondego Figueira da Foz Montemor-o-Velho Coimbra 

C.I. de Tras-os-Montes   See 2.2 table   

C.I. do Alto Alentejo   See 2.2 table   

C.I. do Oeste   See 2.2 table   

C.I. do Pinhal Interior 
Norte 

  See 2.2 table   

C.I. Leziria-Tejo   See 2.2 table   

C.I. Regiao de Aveiro   See 2.2 table   

Cabeceiras de Basto   Cabeceiras de Basto   

Esposende   Esposende   

Gouveia   Gouveia   

Marvao   Marvao   

Porto de Mos   Porto de Mos   

Santiago do Cacém   Santiago do Cacém   

Vendas Novas   Vendas Novas   

Viseu Viseu Viseu   

Ireland 

Cork Cork Cork Cork 

Dublin   Dublin   
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2.2 Atlantic Cities and Covenant of Mayors:  

Covenant of Mayors 

Entity  Sub-entities (individual signatories) 

France 

Bayonne Signatory 

Brest Métropole Océane Signatory 

Communauté Urbaine de 
Bordeaux (signatory) 

Bordeaux 

Rennes Métropole 
(Signatory) 

Acigné, Betton, Bourgbarré, Brécé, Bruz, Cesson-Sévigné, Chantepie, 
Chartres-de-Bretagne, Chavagne, Chevaigné, Cintré, Corps-Nuds, Gévezé, 
La Chapelle-des-Fougeretz, La Chapelle-Thouarault, Le Rheu, Le Verger, 
L'Hermitage, Montgermont, Mordelles, Nouvoitou, Noyal-Châtillon-sur-
Seiche, Orgères, Pacé, Parthenay-de-Bretagne, Pont-Péan, Rennes, Saint-
Erblon, Saint-Gilles, Saint-Grégoire, Saint-Jacques-de-la-Lande, Thorigné-
Fouillard, Vezin-le-Coquet 

Caen Signatory 
Communauté de Communes 
du Val d'Ille (signatory) 

Guipel, La Mezière, Langouët, Melesse, Montreuil-le-Gast, Saint Gondran, 
Saint Symphorien, Saint Germain sur Ille, Saint-Médard-sur-Ille, Vignoc 

Coulaines Signatory 
Grand Angoulême 
(signatory) 

La Couronne 

Mûrs-Erigné Signatory 
Nantes Métropole Signatory 
Quimper Communauté 
(signatory) 

Quimper 

Sain Juvat Signatory 
Spain  

Diputación de Segovia 
Barbolla, Bernuy de Porreros, Cantalejo, Hontalbilla, La Losa, Navas de 
Oro, Palazuelos de Eresma, Samboal, Torreiglesias, Villaverde de Íscar  

Diputación de Cádiz 

Alcalá de los Gazules, Alcalá del Valle, Algar, Algeciras, Arcos de la 
Frontera, Barbate , Benalup-Casas Viejas, Benaocaz, Bornos, Cádiz, 
Castellar de la Frontera, Chiclana de la frontera, Chipiona, Conil de la 
Frontera, El Bosque, El Gastor, El Puerto de Santa María, Espera, 
Grazalema, Jerez de la Frontera, Jimena de la Frontera, La Línea de la 
Concepción, Los Barrios, Medina Sidonia, Paterna de Rivera, Puerto Real, 
Puerto Serrano, Rota, San Fernando, San José del Valle, Sanlúcar de 
Barrameda, San Roque, Setenil de las Bodegas,  Tarifa, Torre Alháquime, 
Trebujena, Ubrique,  Vejer de la Frontera, Villaluenga del Rosario, 
Villamartín, Zahara de la Sierra  

Diputación de Sevilla 

Aguadulce, Alanis de la Sierra, Alcalá de Guadaíra, Alcalá del Río, Alcolea 
del Río, Algámitas, Almadén de la Plata, Almensilla, Arahal, Aznalcázar, 
Aznalcóllar, Benacazón, Burguillos, Camas, Cañada Rosal, Cantillana, 
Carmona,  Carrión de los Céspedes, Casariche, Castilblanco de los 
Arroyos, Castilleja de Guzmán, Castilleja de la Cuesta, Castilleja del 
Campo, Cazalla de la Sierra, Constantina, Coria del Río, Coripe, Écija, 
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E.L.A Marismillas, El Castillo de las Guardas, El Coronil, El Cuervo de 
Sevilla, El Garrobo, El Madroño, El Palmar de Troya, El Pedroso, El Real 
de la Jara, El Ronquillo, El Rubio, El Saucejo, El Viso del Alcor, Espartinas, 
Estepa, Fuentes de Andalucía, Gelves, Gerena, Gilena, Gines,  
Guadalcanal, Guillena, Herrera, Huévar del Aljarafe, Isla Mayor, La 
Algaba, La Campana, La Puebla de Cazalla, La Puebla de los Infantes,  La 
Rinconada, La Roda de Andalucía, Las Cabezas de San Juan, Las 
Marismillas, Las Navas de la Concepción, Lebrija, Lora de Estepa, Lora del 
Río,  Los Corrales, Los Molares, Los Palacios y Villafranca, Mairena del 
Alcor, Mairena del Aljarafe, Marchena , Marinaleda, Martin de la Jara, 
Morón de la Frontera, Olivares, Osuna, Palomares del Río, Paradas, 
Pedrera, Peñaflor, Pilas, Pruna,  Salteras, San Juan de Aznalfarache, 
Sanlúcar la Mayor, San Nicolás del Puerto, Santiponce, Sevilla, Tocina, 
Umbrete, Utrera, Valencina de la Concepción, Villamanrique de la 
Condesa,  Villanueva del Ariscal, Villanueva del Río y Minas,   
Villanueva de San Juan,  Villaverde del Río  

Diputación de Huelva 

Alájar, Aljaraque, Almendro, El Almonaster la Real, Almonte, Alosno, 
Aracena, Aroche, Arroyomolinos de León, Ayamonte, Beas, Berrocal, 
Bollullos Par del Condado, Bonares, Cabezas Rubias, Cala, Calañas, 
Campillo, El Campofrío, Cañaveral de León, Cartaya, Castaño del 
Robledo, Cerro de Andévalo, Chucena, Corteconcepción, Cortegana, 
Cortelazor, Cumbres de En medio, Cumbres de San Bartolomé, Cumbres 
Mayores,  
Encinasola, Escacena del Campo, Fuenteheridos, Galaroza, Gibraleón, 
Granada de Río-Tinto, Granado, Higuera de la Sierra, Hinojales, Hinojos, 
Huelva, Isla Cristina, Jabugo, Lepe, Linares de la Sierra, Lucena del 
Puerto, Manzanilla, Marines, Minas de Riotinto, Moguer, Nava, Nerva, 
Niebla, Palma del Condado, Palos de la Frontera, Paterna del Campo, 
Paymogo, Puebla de Guzmán, Puerto Moral, Punta Umbría, Rociana del 
Condado, Rosal de la Frontera, San Bartolomé de la Torre, San Juan del 
Puerto, San Silvestre de Guzmán, Sanlúcar de Guadiana, Santa Ana la 
Real, Santa Bárbara de Casa, Santa Olalla del Cala, Trigueros, Valdelarco, 
Valverde del Camino, Villablanca, Villalba del Alcor, Villanueva de las 
Cruces, Villanueva de los Castillejos, Villarrasa, Zalamea la Real, Zufre 

Areatza Signatory 
Bilbao Signatory 
Burgos Signatory 
Donostia-San Sebastian Signatory 
Irun Signatory 
Pamplona Signatory 
Santander Signatory 
Vitoria-Gasteiz Signatory 

Portugal 
A. M. de Lisboa  Almada, Amadora, Cascais, Lisboa, Loures, Odivelas, Oeiras 
A.M. do Porto Arouca, Matosinhos, Porto, Vale de Cambral, Vila Nova de Gaia 
C. I. Comurbeiras Belmonte, Guarda, Pinhel 
C.I. do Alto Alentejo Beira, Moura 
C.I. do Oeste Alenquer, Arruda dos Vinhos, Nazaré 

C.I. de Tras-os-Montes 
Boticas, Bragança, Mogadouro, Ribeira de Pena, Valpaços, Vilapouca de 
Aguiar 
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C.I. do Pinhal Interior Norte Alvaiazere, Lousa, Pampilhosa da Serra, Vila Nova de Poiares 
C.I. Leziria-Tejo Benavente, Santarém 
C.I. Regiao de Aveiro Agueda, Aveiro, Ovar 
Cabeceiras de Basto Signatory 
Esposende Signatory 
Gouveia Signatory 
Lagoa Signatory 
Marvao Signatory 
Montemor-o-Velho Signatory 
Porto de Mos Signatory 
Santiago do Cacém Signatory 
Vendas Novas Signatory 
Viseu Signatory 

United Kingdom 
Birmingham Signatory 
Bristol Signatory 
Cardiff Signatory 
Glasgow Signatory 
Manchester Signatory 

Ireland 
Dublin Signatory 
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ANNEX 3 – Participation of Atlantic Cities in EU Projects 

Lead Partner : INTERREG III o IV B 
Atlantic Area 

Castro Marim (PT), Avilés (ES), Communauté de Noyent-la-
Grevoyère (FR), Communauté d’Aglomeration de Grand 
Angoulême (FR) 

Lead Partner: INTERREG III o IV B 
Atlantic Area and partner in other  

Porto (PT), Gijón (ES), Sevilla (ES),  

Lead Partner: URBACT Óbidos (PT), Santiago de Compostela (ES), Bayonne (FR), 
Limoges (FR), Medway (UK), Basingstoke (UK), Belfast (UK) 

Partner : INTERREG III o IV B 
Atlantic Area 

Montemor-o-Velho (PT), Figueira da Foz (PT), Rio Maior (PT), 
Faro (PT), Entroncamento (PT), Valença do Minho (PT), Angra do 
Heroismo (PT), Golega (PT), Vila verde (PT), Tavira (PT), Leiria 
(PT), Ourense (ES), Dos Hermanas (ES), Cambados (ES), 
Santander (ES), Villa de Adeje (ES), Astillero (ES), Navas de 
Marques (ES), Agüimes (ES), Punta Umbria (ES), Villa y puerto de 
Tazacote (ES), Cortegana (ES), Santa Lucia (ES), Cap l’Orient 
(FR), Communauté de communes de Moyenne Vilaine et du 
Semnon (FR), Teillay (FR), Communauté de communes du Poher 
(FR), Quimper Communauté (FR), CAP ATLANTIQUE (FR), 
Communauté de communes de l’Île de Oleron (FR), Communauté 
de communes Océan-Marais (FR), Communauté d’Aglomeration 
Pau Pyrenees (FR), Brest (FR), Angers (FR), Communauté de 
communes du Pays Rochefortais (FR), Communauté de communes 
Haute Limousin (FR), Communauté d’Aglomeration Saumur Loire 
Development (FR),Pornic (FR), Mairie de Pont-Scorff (FR), Ville 
de Saint Grilles Croix de vie (FR), Communauté de communes l’île 
de Noirmoutier (FR), Communauté de communes de l’île de Ré 
(FR), Commune de Séné (FR),  Communauté de communes de la 
Jurisdiction de St. Emilion (FR), Cardiff (UK), Wirral (UK), 
Preston (UK) 

Partner: INTERREG III o IV B 
Atlantic Area and partner in other 
programmes 

Aveiro (PT), Guimaraes (PT), Lisboa (PT), Vila Real de S. Antonio 
(PT), Alcobaça (PT), Evora (PT), San Sebastian (ES), Santiago de 
Compostela (ES), Lugo (ES), Nantes (FR), Cherbourg (FR), 
Communauté d’Aglomeration de la Rochelle (FR), Rennes (FR), 
Glasgow (UK), Chester (UK), Dublin (IR), Cork (IR) 

Partner: URBACT Chaves (PT), Matosinhos (PT), Leixoes (PT), Amadora (PT), Beja 
(PT), Barakaldo (ES), Bilbao (ES), Legazpi (ES), Poitiers (FR), 
Charente Maritime (FR), Kirklees (UK), Stoke-on-Trent (UK), 
Salford (UK), Edinbourgh (UK), Barnsley (UK), Wolverhampton 
(UK), Birmingham (UK), Bridgens (UK), Dun Laoghaire Rathdown 
(IR) 

Partner: URBACT and other 
programmes 

Agueda (PT), Vitoria (ES), Liverpool (UK), Brighton (UK), 
Manchester (UK), Bristol (UK), Newcastle (UK) 

Partner: other programmes Covilha (PT), Marvao (PT), Gaviao (PT), Palmela (PT), Barreiro 
(PT), Loures (PT), Silves (PT), Grandola (PT), Penafiel (PT), 
Castro Verde (PT), Almada (PT), Torres Verdes (PT), Moura (PT), 
Ermua (ES), Burgos (ES), Oviedo (ES), Ponferrada (ES), Huelva 
(ES), Santillana del mar (ES), Cartalla (ES), Castril (ES), Pamplona 
(ES), Donegal (UK), Woking Borough Council (UK), Bournemouth 
(UK), Plymouth (UK)  

 


