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Initial outlines 

for a CAAC Action Plan 

1- The results of the 2009 Action Plan 

An action plan was presented at the Caen General Assembly which reinforces the network. The CAAC’s co-

operation actions not only define priority areas in the Charters of Rennes and San Sebastián and the 
Commissions, but they also provide a tangible means to facilitate, prioritise and regulate exchange, 

reinforcing cohesion among Atlantic cities in search of sustainable and balanced development. The progress 

of this action plan can be summarised as follows: 

- Objective 1: Strengthening the network 

The workgroup set up in November 2009 developed draft statutes approved at the Rennes General 

Assembly. Likewise, issues were highlighted regarding the development of the organisational structure 

under reflection. Bonds were formed with other urban networks: CVPP, UDITE, Covenant of Mayors, 

CECICN, Northern Virginia Regional Commission and the agreements are in progress. 

- Objective 2: Facilitating the exchange of experiences and learning 

Based on the communications plan approved at the Caen General Assembly, an internal communications 

plan was developed which was sent to the cities. 

- Objective 3: Assessing the sustainable Atlantic urban development 

Efforts have continued on the analysis and comparison of the documentation available. Likewise, contact 

has been made with other networks in order to share perspectives. 

- Objective 4: Implementing the political strategy 

The workgroups of the different Commissions translate the principles of the Charters into specific projects 

and actions. The Charter of San Sebastian is fully integrated within the demand for a Strategy 

for the Atlantic Arc. As mentioned above, good contacts existed with the Spanish presidency and the 

European institutions. The CAAC is integrated, through Rennes Métropole, in the workgroups on the 

Charter of Leipzig. The cities receive up-to-date information on European calls for proposals. 

- Objective 5: Establishing contact with the citizens 

The Conference has participated directly or indirectly in events organized in the member cities. 

The appearance of the Newsletter has been modified, and the type of font is no longer the same 

as for the CPMR in the Conference’s documents. Three website proposals have been presented and the 

Executive Bureau is expected to give its go-ahead. Articles have appeared on the Conference in various 

publications: Ouest France, Ciudad Sostenible, Place Publique, Tendance Ouest, Rennes Info-Métropole… 

- Objective 6: Crystallising a model of Atlantic exchange 

Two new cities have joined the network: Cherbourg and Santander. Contacts have been made with other 

cities: Alexandria (USA), Portsmouth, Dieppe, Irún, Langreo, Torrelavega, Westmeath, Amadora, Aveiro 

and Nazaré. Communications have been strengthened with the Eixo Atlántico, the Galicia Europa 

Foundation, the Regional Councils of Granada, Huelva, A Coruna and Ourense, the UK Local Government 

Associations and Irish Exporters Associations and the Universities of Caen, Las Palmas and Santiago 

de Compostela. 
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2- Policy Strategy 

a) An integrated strategy for the Atlantic Arc 

In their awareness that cities, where 80% of Europe’s population lives, determine the quality of life, in San 

Sebastián in 2008, the Atlantic cities decided to actively tackle climate change, and approved the “Atlantic 

Charter of San Sebastián"”. This Charter not only highlights the essential role of cities in the development 

of the Atlantic Area, but also demonstrates the fact that its objectives can act as a reference to the urban 

dimension in an integrated strategy. A strategy that the Atlantic cities requested back in 2008 in the fifth 

chapter of the Charter of San Sebastián, which aims to develop more open, efficient and ambitious co-

operation, by improving the governance of co-operation. Likewise, it is requested to utilise co-operation 

as a means to carry out innovative actions, within a more open and effective point of view which not only 

enables an improvement in consultation between the Atlantic stakeholders but also reinforces co-operation 

beyond the Atlantic Area. 

The CAAC’s proposal for an Atlantic Arc Strategy is based on a multi-level governance model 

on the potential of new energies, the creation of jobs and the establishment of policies aiming to accelerate 

the transition towards a green economy, whilst relying on Atlantic elements. In this context, the CAAC 

has contributed to these actions through a number of different initiatives including the Caen Final 

Declaration, meetings with EU institutions, discussion papers, positions, agreements and a joint General 

Assembly between the Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities and the Atlantic Arc Commission. 

These efforts are beginning to yield results. The General Affairs Council which met last June asked 

the European Commission (DG MARE) to launch a consultation on the Atlantic Area with a view 

to presenting a Communication in June 2011. This initiative was also announced by the representatives 

of DG MARE at the Atlantic Arc General Assembly in Rennes. 

Efforts must therefore focus on acknowledging the urban dimension within this strategy. The CAAC needs 

to make its mark as an Atlantic urban forum and underline this ambition in its proposals. Sectoral 

cooperation actions between cities must fall within the strategy and, vice versa, the strategy must reflect 

the shared concerns of the cities. Issues with a strong local dimension such as climate change, accessibility 

and urban mobility, tourism, harbour-city relations and local economy among other things, all need to be 

analysed.  

With regard to the initiatives to be supported in 2011, we suggest: 

- Greater participation in CAAC meetings by EU institutions and other Atlantic actors such as universities, 

the private sector and civil society organisations when addressing key issues. 

-A more substantial presence in the Atlantic Arc Commission’s Coordination Committee and working 

groups. Rather than attending as “another network”, the CAAC should suggest to the Atlantic Arc 

Commission opening up participation to member cities of the Executive Bureau, not just as participants 

but also as speakers. 

- Participation as a speaker at the events organised by the Atlantic Alliance during the Open Days 

- Organisation of briefing meetings at the Committee of the Regions through the intermediary of “Atlantic” 

members, in order to facilitate dialogue on the strategy with this institution.  

- Use of CECICN as a platform for discussion on the topic of macroregions and the urban dimension. 

- Drawing on the prospect of the “Atlantic Strategy” in cooperation projects and defining a specific project 

on “Cities and Citizens of the Atlantic Arc” to be funded under Interreg IVB or through the “Europe 

for Citizens” programme. 

b) Negotiations on the future of EU policies: cohesion policy 

Current dialogue on cohesion policy is quite encouraging for an urban dimension. The Commission 

in charge of Regional Policy, Mr Hahn, has a favourable view of the cities. Last September, a letter sent 

jointly to the President of the Commission by all the Commissioners in charge of cohesion funds (Fisheries, 

Agriculture, Regional Policy and Social Fund) showed that it is possible to improve coordination between 

the different funds. The fifth cohesion report is due out in November 2010 and its conclusions will set out 

guidelines for the future and help define the relationship with the EU2020 Strategy. 
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Approval of the Lisbon Treaty means that the principle of territorial cohesion now has to be taken into 

account when defining the future of EU policies. However, the initial documents on the EU2020 strategy 

approved by the Council do not give enough weight to territorial cohesion. 

With the San Sebastián Charter, the CAAC is on the right track for defining the priorities for urban 

cooperation in the Atlantic Area, both from the point of view of cohesion policy as well as for the core areas 

of the EU2020 Strategy. Lobbying actions need to aim at defending the specific nature of the Atlantic Area 

in a more urban European policy. This should be reflected in its policy positions as well as the projects 

or working groups. 

According to Mr Hahn 1, the urban dimension of cohesion should be based on 5 building blocks: 

1) Integrating the urban dimension into the EU2020 Strategy – The cities’ contribution for 2020 regarding 

clean and energy-efficient transport and infrastructures, integrated urban planning and cohesion policy 

programmes should be more flexible from a geographic and social point of view. 

2) Pilot approaches in the regeneration of urban integration of cities, shared learning, innovation, exchange 

of experiences and new guidelines to show the advantages of the integrated approach. 

3) Applying cohesion policy to comply with the Lisbon Treaty. Cities need to be more firmly established 

and adequately involved in the actual programming. For example, local development initiatives need to be 

fostered, and likewise city-based actors need to be included. 

4) URBACT: a valuable tool, but which needs to be better used to strengthen resources and foster shared 

solutions to urban challenges. 

5) Taking advantage of what has already been achieved with financial instruments such as JESSICA: through 

a revolving approach with very promising results. Urban development is focused on shrewd investments, 

acting in a crisis situation and adapting to the future urban challenges. 

With regard to the initiatives to be supported in 2011, we suggest: 

- Ensuring the participation of DG REGIO and members of the Committee of the Regions working on 

urban issues in CAAC meetings and establishing a contact with the URBAN intergroup of the European 

Parliament; 

- Replying to the 5th Cohesion report (due out in November) to defend an urban and Atlantic perspective, 

through policy positions that should evolve throughout the negotiation period; 

- Proposing a “Peripheral Cities” Open Day together with CECICN; 

- Drafting and presenting a strategic document on the future of cohesion policy and its relationship 

with sectoral policies from an urban Atlantic point of view. 

- Having the urban dimension as the focus of the General Assembly in 2011. 

3- The members 

General remarks 

This part provides an analysis of the network’s sustainability and possibilities for expansion. With regard 

to sustainability two indicators have been used, namely involvement and financial contribution. With regard 

to expanding the network, we have examined the relations that member cities have with other cities/actors 

in the Atlantic Arc. 

It is important to take into account the election periods in the different countries. Political changes 

in Coventry will directly influence the final decision on whether to retain CAAC membership. Local 

elections in May 2011 in Spain will also be decisive. Furthermore, we must also take into account the fact 

that the Atlantic states are among those most hard hit by the crisis and austerity policies. This is particularly 

the case of Portugal, Spain and Ireland. 

                                                 
1
 Presentation before the URBAN Intergroup of the European Parliament (September 2010) 
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Sustainability:  

We have classed member regions according to their level of involvement: high, average or low/at risk. 

We have compared data such as the volume of contact with the Secretariat, the Commissions 

and the working groups, attendance at meetings, organisation of events, project proposals, replies 

to questionnaires, etc. 
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Aire 198  

Avilés  

Brest Métropole Océane  

Caen  

Cap l’Orient  

Cardiff  

Cherbourg  

Donostia-San Sebastian  

Figueira da Foz  

Gijón  

Nantes Métropole  

Rennes/Rennes Métropole  

Santiago de Compostela  

Sevilla  
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Cork  

Dos Hermanas  

Eurocité basque  

Las Palmas de Gran Canaria  

Lisboa  

Sant Nazaire / Carene The agglomeration of Carene takes the membership  

Santander  
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t A Coruña No contact 

Chester No contact – Fees not paid since 2007 

Coventry Has requested withdrawal- City contacted by the Presidency, no reply 

Faro Contributions to CAAC documents – Hard hit by the crisis. 

Jerez Little contact - Hard hit by the crisis 

Limoges 
Little contact – Outside the current operational programme 

on the Atlantic Area. Withdrawal 2011.  

Porto Little contact – Withdrawal 2011. 

Vigo Little contact 
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Expanding the network: 

As has been pointed out on several occasions, if we wish to propose membership of the CAAC to “target” cities, 

we probably firstly have to canvas those that already have relations with member cities, either through joint 

projects or twinning operations. On this basis we have established the following list: 

Cities with 3 or more links with CAAC members: 

City Twinnings Projects (partners) Comments 

Bordeaux Porto 

Gijón, Avilés, Cork, Nantes, 

Rennes, Santiago de 

Compostela, Jerez 

Former member – 

Contact made by the 

presidency with the 

Communauté 

d’Agglomération 

Plymouth San Sebastián, Brest 
Brest, Gijón, Nantes 

Métropole,Canarias 
 

Dublin   

Sevilla, Lisboa, Brest, Cardiff, 

Gijón, Avilés, La Rochelle, 

Santiago de Compostela , 

Nantes 

Possible contact through 

the ANATOLE project. 

Liverpool    
La Rochelle, Santiago de 

Compostela, Poitiers, Gijón 
  

Glasgow   

Gijón, Avilés, Cork, Nantes, 

Rennes, Santiago de 

Compostela, Jerez 

Former member 

Aveiro   
Gijón, Figueira da Foz, 

Limoges, Sevilla 

Contacted in summer 

2010 

Bournemouth   Gijón, Sevilla, Cork, Faro   

La Chambre des 

Métiers de 

Charentes  

  Gijón, Sevilla, Cork, Faro 
Participation as an 

observer 

Cádiz A Coruña , Brest Brest, Gijón   

Coimbra Santiago de Compostela, Poitiers Figueira da Foz   

Guimarães  Lisboa 
Santiago de Compostela, 

Porto 
  

Newcastle   
Nantes, Santiago de 

Compostela, Rennes 
  

Pau   
Santiago de Compostela, 

Porto, Avilés 
  

Manchester   
La Rochelle, Santiago de 

Compostela, Porto  
  

Douro-Leixoes 

(Port) 
  Brest, Gijón, Nantes   

Medway   
Rennes, Nantes, Santiago de 

Compostela 
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Cities with 2 links with CAAC members:  

City Twinning Projects (partners) Comments 

Biarritz Jerez San Sebastián  

Bristol Porto Nantes  

Galway Lorient Cap L'orient, San Sebastián  

Santiago do Cacem Santiago de Compostela 
Rennes, Santiago de 

Compostela 
 

Vitoria Angoulême Rennes  

Derry   Cardiff, San Sebastián  

Donegal   Cardiff, San Sebastián  

Evora   
Santiago de Compostela, 

Porto 
 

Angra do Heroismo   
Santiago de Compostela, 

Porto 
 

Golega   Sevilla , Jerez  

Matosinhos   Brest, Gijón  

Ile de Wight   Brest, Gijón  

Single links with CAAC members: 

CAAC City Twinning Projects (partners) Comments 

Angoulême Bury   

Brest Dun Laogharie   

Rennes Exeter  Former member 

La Rochelle Figueiro de Santiago   

Figueira da Foz Gradignan, Mortágua 
Viseu, Guarda, Miranda de 

Ebro, Rio Maior 
Viseu: former member 

Faro Huelva  Former member 

Saint-Nazaire Peillac   

Caen Portsmouth   

Cork Swansea   

Angers Wigan   

Lorient Wirral   

Gijón  Edinburgh  

 


