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Minutes of the General Assembly 

of the Conference of Atlantic Arc 

Cities 

17 June 2010 – Rennes (France) 

1- Introduction and welcome 

Mr Philippe Duron, President of the CAAC, and Mr Daniel Delaveau, Mayor of Rennes, welcomed 

the delegates for the celebration of the Conference’s 10th Anniversary, recalling the work that cities had 

accomplished together and the need to establish a stronger polycentric Atlantic strategy by adopting stable 

statutes. 

2- Sustainable Urban Development Commission - Nantes Métropole 

General Report 

Work on the issues concerning this Commission had focused on European sectoral projects and strategic 

documents on territorial cohesion and land-based transport networks that had been presented 

to the European Commission. With regard to climate change, despite the failure of the Copenhagen 

Conference, progress had been made in acknowledging the role of the local level. 

Climate Change Working Group 

The group coordinated by Cardiff aims to address the challenges set out in the San Sebastián Charter 

and the Europe 2020 Strategy. Cardiff had focused mainly on the private sector and training and research 

centres, with the aim of conveying the message to staff. A working framework had been established 

following the Brest meeting and on the basis of a questionnaire sent to the cities on the importance 

of involving citizens to create better social awareness. 

Interreg IVB and C, EIE and LIFE+ were the programmes currently being studied. An application 

for the Community project coordinated by the Granada energy agency was being prepared under 

the European Intelligent Energy programme (EIE). A project coordinated by Cardiff was also being drawn 

up under the LIFE+ programme aiming to change the behaviour of public-sector workers and establish 

models of good practices for the other member cities. Two-way dialogue was also being encouraged 

between the Covenant of Mayors and the Atlantic Cities, pending the signature of the CAAC 

as the supporting structure. 

Urban Mobility Working Group 

The group, coordinated by Aire 198 (Poitiers), had established an integrated strategy for urban mobility, 

taking part in the CIVITAS programme (CATALIST call for applications planned for the end of the summer) 

in order to work on the basis of the interests that had been expressed: Avilés on encouraging a reduced use 

of individual vehicles in the city; Cardiff on managing urban accessibility; and Poitiers on developing public 

transport. 

The idea was to organise exchanges of information with the city of Graz, CATALIST city, as well as 

exchanges of good practices. The results would be sent out to member cities of the CAAC. 
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Presentation of projects 

With regard to setting up European projects, the CAAC’s role is to provide updates, coordinate between 

members and circulate information. 

ANATOLE Project (local economy) by Pascal Dagron (AC3A): the aim was to create links between technical 

organisations and cities to study and develop the local economy in the Atlantic Arc. The CAAC’s role was 

to give an “Atlantic slant” to the project by increasing competences in this area, ensuring that the objectives 

of the San Sebastián Charter were applied and strengthening links between participating cities. 

SUITE Project (sustainable housing) by Belén Mendoza (Santiago de Compostela). This project, which had 

been launched by the CAAC and was coordinated by Santiago de Compostela, had been set up under 

the URBACT II programme. SUITE aimed to compensate for the inequalities in access to housing. 

In a context of recession, high-quality, environmentally sustainable housing is a new challenge 

for introducing social, environmental and economic working methods. 

PORTONOVO Project (harbour water quality) by François Dutertre (Cherbourg).  

The aim is to establish a method of management of the port water quality in the Atlantic Area. The Urban 

community of Cherbourg (CUC), as a member of the project, manages the tasks of the activity “governance” 

Thus, they will elaborate a classification system of the participating harbours, while launching a study 

on the regulation applicable, and organising a seminar on port water quality.  

Mini-Waste Project (waste treatment). Coordinated by Rennes Metrópole, with the participation of LIPOR 

(Pt), Lemaref (Fr), ACR+ (Belgian Regions) and Brno. The aim was to promote working tools and methods 

designed to reduce waste, to evaluate possible actions and to produce a guide of good practices. The aim 

was also to create awareness among citizens and European local authorities through greater active 

participation. 

Information on Port Cities Seminars by Tamara Guirao 

The conclusion reached by the Gijón seminar held during the Maritime Days was that the city could not 

build itself by turning away from the harbour but rather by facing towards it, since harbour regeneration 

should be designed to aid a city’s development. A seminar on Celtic ports was to be held on 12 August 

in Lorient as part of the Inter-Celtic Festival. Caen wished to organise a seminar on car pooling 

in the autumn with a view to direct cooperation between the cities and actors involved. Rennes Métropole 

would be organising a conference on “Agriculture and Urban Formats” on 1 and 2 December 2010. 

3- Presentation of other networks 

Philippe Duron explained the criteria for working together with other networks and the advantages 

that the Conference could gain from this, especially with regard to areas of work in common. He then 

presented the agreements currently in progress. 

CECICN Conference (Conference of the European Cross-Border and Interregional Cities Network) 

by Belén Mendoza (Santiago de Compostela) 

This network was set up by the MOT (Mission Opérationnelle Transfrontalière), Iberian, Adriatic, 

Mediterranean, Baltic and Atlantic cities, and was chaired by the CAAC in the person of the previous 

President, Mr Sánchez Bugallo, with the support of the Secretary General of CECICN, Belén Mendoza. 

The challenge was to work towards more ambitious cooperation policy and to take advantage of common 

areas of progress drawing on existing experiences. 

CoM (Covenant of Mayors) 

This concerns cities working together to support EU 2020 Strategy and the aims of the Covenant, based 

on a critical and constructive vision enabling the CAAC and the European Commission to establish close 

dialogue. 
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Northwest Virginia Commission 

This capitalises on the European Atlantic area’s relations with America, by attracting new members, 

e.g. the City of Alexandria (USA). 

UDITE by Tamara Guirao 

UDITE is an organisation bringing together territorial leaders from 15 countries to work together 

on communication and sharing information exchange and to exchange professional experiences in order 

to improve the public sector through the involvement of local authorities. 

Conference of Peripheral Port Cities (CPPC) by Anne-Marie Cabon (Brest Métropole Océane) 

The CPPC was involving cities and training and research centres in issues such as the European 2020 

strategy, climate change, integration of maritime policy, cohesion policy and governance. It had set up 

different projects on water quality, industrial hazards and harbour activities. 

CAAC Executive Bureau meeting 

Participants were San Sebastián and Nantes Métropole as chairs of the Thematic Commissions, Cardiff, 

Gijón and Sevilla for the Vice Chairs, and Caen for the Presidency. Also attending were Roselyne Lefrançois, 

on behalf of the city of Rennes, Eleni Marianou, Secretary General of the CAAC and CPMR and Tamara 

Guirao, Coordinator of the network. 

The Executive Bureau discussed whether it was necessary to adopt the statutes in order to give legal 

personality to the Conference. The CAAC’s President Philippe Duron, Roselyne Lefrançois 

and the representative for Nantes felt that it was necessary as an initial stage to establish a legal body, 

while leaving structural reforms to be dealt with at a subsequent stage within a shorter time-frame. 

The Spanish cities were opposed to approving the statutes until the future structure of the organisation 

and the financial plan had been determined. Cardiff stressed the need to establish a Business Plan while 

bearing in mind that it was necessary to establish a legal body within an 18-month transition period. 

Expressing support for the statutes and the creation of a legal personality, Cardiff also highlighted the need 

to introduce a working structure at the next meetings, in order to secure the future of the Conference 

by raising its profile in Europe and give a voice to the Atlantic Arc cities (letter sent by the Mayor of Cardiff). 

To sum up, the President once more insisted on how much obtaining legal personality meant 

to the Conference if it was to become an independent and recognised network in the EU. He proposed 

that an extraordinary meeting of the Executive Bureau be held in the autumn to discuss the future structure 

of the organisation and the financial plan. 

4- Attractive and Cohesive Cities Commission – San Sebastián 

Report from the Culture working group: Rennes 

Cooperation with the Museum of Europe had been envisaged through a feasibility study focusing 

on a project for a travelling exhibition “Atlantic Cities, gateways to globalisation”. However, the study had 

failed to define suitable financial support and was limited only to port cities, leaving out the inland areas. 

In January 2010 it was decided to abandon the affair. In order to reaffirm cultural cooperation for Atlantic 

Arc cities, the city of Rennes, acting on the initiative of the Director of the Brittany Museum, proposed to re-

orient the work towards “The urban coastal city in the Atlantic Arc”. This was designed to present 

the interests of port cities in relation with their hinterland, including a project for an exhibition 

and cooperation with museums within the Atlantic Arc as well as conferences on urban port management. 

The Director of Rennes Tourist Office also proposed a working group on “Urban tourism and reciprocity 

in the Atlantic Arc cities” to promote urban tourism by exchanging clientele. 
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Report on the Commission - Presidency 

Within a sustainable urban development perspective, actions had been planned focusing on the environment 

and a sustainable and solidarity-based economy. These had resulted in the presentation of three projects, 

the creation of a glossary of terminology and the presentation of experiences and good practices. The study 

led by Tamyko Isa had defined the CAAC’s internal activity. Contributions had also been made to the Green 

Paper on “Creative Industries”. Special reference was made to the Know Cities project, which fosters access 

to the knowledge economy for small and medium-sized cities in relation with sustainable, creative, 

innovative and cohesive development. The project leader, Jerez de la Frontera, had stepped down 

and so this was currently in the process of reorganisation. 

5- Elections and Structure 

Avilés is a post-industrial port city located in the metropolitan area of Asturias. In a new approach 

to the city, a number of urban projects had been set up. These included the Niemeyer International Cultural 

Centre and the “Innovation Island”, oriented towards a new use for steel industry wasteland with cultural 

activities, citizen action and new businesses. Avilés based its candidacy for the presidency of the Attractive 

and Cohesive Cities Commission on its experience of networking, lobbying and participation in projects 

such as REVITA, Know Cities and Innovate, and proposed an action plan based on new technologies. 

Nantes put forward its candidacy for the presidency of the Sustainable Urban Development Commission 

on the basis of three key ideas: innovation, social cohesion and environmental conservation through 

sustainable development. As part of the activities started the previous year, urban transport was presented 

as a European and international commitment. The work programme that was presented included lobbying 

activities and participation in European projects. 

Vote: 

The handing over of the chairmanship of the two Commissions to Avilés and Nantes, and the adoption 

of the CAAC’s governing statutes were approved unanimously. Adoption of the statutes meant that the term 

of office of members of the Executive Bureau would be extended by one year. In the autumn, 

an extraordinary meeting of the Bureau would be organised in Caen to review the structure, the financial 

plan and the rules of procedure. 

6- Strategy and Coordination Commission 

Activity Report 

A progress report was made with regard to the objectives set out in the San Sebastián Charter and the action 

plan voted in Caen. Regarding work on the integrated strategy for the Atlantic Arc, two documents had 

been prepared for discussion, “Elements for an Urban Vision of Atlantic Cooperation” and “Urban Atlantic 

Cooperation in 2010”. These documents had been presented to the Spanish presidency of the EU. A fact 

sheet had also been presented to the Executive Bureau in May 2010. Dialogue had been stepped up with 

the European institutions. Reference was made to the meeting with the Spanish State Secretary for European 

Affairs in September 2009 and the participation of a Spanish ambassador in the Executive Bureau meeting 

in November. With regard to strengthening the network, in addition to the agreements signed 

with the different organisations mentioned above, two new members had joined, Cherbourg (Fr) 

and Santander (Es), and contacts had been established with other Atlantic cities and actors. 

With regard to communications and thematic priorities, reference was made to the internal communication 

plan. Work on the website and intranet had forged ahead and would be presented in July. Contacts with 

other networks had helped to better analyse and compare Atlantic sustainable urban development. It was 

also pointed out that the Newsletter had been redesigned and that articles on the CAAC had been published 

in various media. 

Financial Report 

The financial report, based on maintaining expenditure and a balanced accounting result, was approved 

unanimously. The future structure remained to be defined at the next meeting of the Executive Bureau. 


