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Conference 

of  Atlantic Arc Cities 

10 years of Atlantic urban project   

«Thus, we, Mayors of Atlantic cities, hope that the first Conference of Atlantic 

Arc Cities, to be held in Rennes, 6 and 7 July 2000, be an opportunity to score 

by a strong and visible signal, our mobilisation, our desire to give 

our relationship a new impulse and our resolution to forge together, for mutual 

benefit, the future of the Atlantic Arc» 

Call to the first Conference- April 2000 

�������� 

The Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities, formed in 2000 at the initiative of Mr Edmond Hervé, 

then Mayor of Rennes, currently has more than 30 cities and urban networks of the European 

Atlantic seaboard. This network works with different institutions, to promote the role of cities 

in Europe and to highlight the specificity of the Atlantic Arc. The presidency is currently held 

by Mr Philippe Duron, Mayor of Caen and MP for Calvados. Structure of coordination and 

representation, CAAC provides a tangible mechanism that creates synergies between different 

actions at local and transnational level. To improve their attractiveness, networking offers the 

opportunity for cities to complete a critical mass that gradually increases their visibility and 

influence. CAAC intends to become the urban forum of reference for the Atlantic Arc through the 

promotion of a model for green, attractive and cohesive cities. 

A COMMON IDENTITY, A SHARED MISSION  

Atlantic Arc Cities have to answer to common challenges in economic, social, cultural 

or environmental terms: 

• A peripheral location within an enlarged Europe; 

• The maritime dimension: opportunity for economic development and ecological challenge; 

• An urban framework set up by a majority of medium-sized cities; 

• A common cultural heritage. 

Faced with the specificities of the Atlantic area, the CAAC is taking action to promote 

the territorial cohesion principle, for the recognition of the vital role of cities and to establish 

a common and urban response to economic, social and environmental issues. 

Explicited in the Rennes Declaration and in the San Sebastian Charter, CAAC’s mission may be 

resumed as follows: 

“To establish in the Atlantic area a forum for cooperation between cities based on key issues such as seeking 

best examples in environmental matters, sustainable and innovative economic development, strengthening 

social cohesion and diversity, developing more open, effective and ambitious cooperation and supporting 

and enhancing the shared identity of Atlantic cities and their maritime heritage, all with the prime objective 

of making Atlantic cities areas of influence and attractiveness through networking” 
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In this sense, confronted with the specificities of the Atlantic Arc and the joint demands of its 

members, CAAC acts to:  

1. In reaction to profound inequalities and the concentration of activities at the expense of 

peripheral areas, contribute to balanced development of the European territory thanks to 

the promotion of territorial cohesion. 

2. Acknowledge cities as engines for regional development so as to consider them as a full-

fledged actor in the preparation and the implementation of European policies. 

3. Provide a common urban answer to ambitious objectives in the economic, social and 

environmental fields as defined in the EU 2020 strategy in order to contribute to the 

sustainable development of the Union. 

Thus CAAC intends to be a voice for Atlantic cities in Europe, through two main action lines:  

1. Promote and defend interests of the Atlantic cities 

• Works of informative exploration 

• Spokesman of cities and lobby for proposals addressed to the representatives of the 

European Union 

2. Develop cooperation: both in-network and open to other transnational networks of local 

authorities  

• Internal Cooperation between the members  

• Open to other networks and stakeholders 

 

ACTION NETWORK: AN OCEAN OF PROJECTS 

 

 

The action of the network is developed 

through the strategic cooperation both within 

the network and open to other Atlantic 

and European players. The CAAC members 

are organised into three thematic 

Commissions (Strategy and Coordination, 

Attractive and Cohesive Cities, Sustainable 

Urban Development) where they participate 

in political contributions and launch projects 

on all subjects of common concern (see below 

for a few examples funded under 

INTERREG). 

 

Led by Seville, between 2003 and 2005, REVITA has established innovative schemes for territorial 

spatial planning and action in obsolete industrial areas of the Atlantic Arc. This project had 

the objectives of economic revival and reuse of urban areas. The project offered innovative 

approaches through the delivery of three pilot projects (process, urban design and functional 

renovation) a methodology based on "action-research" which analyzed Atlantic experiences 

for industrial revival. 

10 years, forever ahead 

2000 Rennes Declaration - Creation of the Conference 

2001 First Executive Bureau meeting  

2002 European orientation: polycentrism 

2003 Atlantic Urban Project 

2004 Agreement with the Atlantic Arc Commission 

2005 CULTUR*AT: Atlantic Urban Culture 

2006 SPAA: Sustainable Promotion of the Atlantic Arc 

2007 Strategy:  Attractive Green Cities 

2008 San Sebastian Charter for Sustainable Urban Development 

2009 Know Cities: Cities of Knowledge 

2010 Campaign: Integrated Strategy for the Atlantic Arc.  
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Between 2005 and 2008, under the leadership of Chester, the SPAA project aimed to take 

into account the economic disadvantages of peripheral regions of the Atlantic area and to study 

how an integrated promotion system could help to overcome regional imbalances of these areas. 

This systematic review of promotion strategies for the approximation of regions sought 

to strengthen the identity of the Atlantic area.  

Currently underway, Know Cities is the result of a reflection process on the planned strategies 

and cooperation processes in the emerging global knowledge economy. Its objective is to complete 

an innovative methodology to stimulate and promote the access and passage to the economy 

of urban knowledge. This transition will facilitate transnational cooperation in common areas 

related to sustainable urban development, factor of attractiveness and marketing for the Atlantic 

medium size cities which could be in a situation of competitive disadvantage compared to other 

regions. 

The ANATOLE Project which started in 2010 aims to analyze the strengths and weaknesses 

of aspects of the local economy and create, after diagnosis, the engineering of a short cycle for 

goods under the auspices of the cities. ANATOLE claims to give cities a coordinating role in using 

renewed and innovative organisational forms on local economy. The project involves field 

operators, mediating agencies between producers and towns and cities or other local entities all 

around the Atlantic Arc. 

 

AN INTEGRATED STRATEGY: URBAN MODEL OF GREEN, ATTRACTIVE AND 

COHESIVE CITIES 

Even before being confronted with the crisis we are 

facing now and to consider options to address, in 2008 

the Conference has developed a unique tool, the San 

Sebastian Atlantic Charter for a sustainable urban 

development – green, attractive and cohesive cities, which 

advocates the model of the green economy as a model 

for the future of Atlantic cities. This model designs 

green, attractive and cohesive cities through creating 

its own concept of sustainable urban development. 

This defines the Atlantic area as an area of inter-city 

exchange, on key topics such as best practice 

in environmental, sustainable and innovative 

economic development, strengthening cohesion 

and social mix, fostering more open, more effective 

and more ambitious cooperation and the enhancement 

of the shared identity of the Atlantic cities and their 

maritime heritage. 

If we consider the crisis as a chance to move collectively and not as an individual failure, it is time 

to implement the principles laid down in the San Sebastián Charter. Hence the campaign 

promoting, "An integrated strategy for the Atlantic Arc" where in the various working groups, 

the Atlantic cities will establish an innovative roadmap in order to give a definitive impulse to 

mobilize the local potential at transnational level. An integrated cooperation involving all 

stakeholders is proposed in the Charter, as well as a city is more than a Town Hall, the Atlantic 

area is also composed of various interests that must be taken into account in order to promote an 

efficient, polycentric, cohesive, consistent, proportionate development which is respectful of the 

principle of subsidiarity.  

Ten Challenges for the next ten years: 

1. Atlantic green, attractive and cohesive cities 

2. An integrated strategy for the Atlantic Arc 

3. Highlighting the Atlantic identity 

4. Modelling a synergies system 

5. Establish an Atlantic Urban Observatory 

6. Assessing Atlantic Sustainable Development  

7. Integrating city officials  

8. Seek contact with citizens 

9. Embed universities in the network 

10. Strengthen Trans-Atlantic links 
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In agreement with this request, based on preliminary studies such as the Spatial Development of 

the Atlantic Area, and inspired by the examples of the Baltic and Danube strategies, cities, with all 

the Atlantic partners, are calling for the development of an integrated strategy to their own 

geographic space. 

An integrated strategy for the Atlantic Arc would assume an entirely new conception of 

European funds and policies to be coordinated with national, regional, local and private funding. 

Coordination to be defined by the system of priorities established by the various parties involved 

in this design. On the other hand, a strategy for the Atlantic Arc with an urban dimension is 

essential for planning a balanced and polycentric European territory through the defence of the 

role of cities as engines of development. 

 

 


