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 Atlantic Arc Cities Conference 

Report of activities 2010-2011 

CAAC Secretariat (May 2011) 

1. Highlights: A strategy for the Atlantic Arc: 

Summer 2010: General Assembly of the Atlantic Arc Commission 

 

The work undertaken by the two organisations in 2009 soon bore its first fruits. On the 17th of June 2010 

the European Council entrusted the Commission to draw up a Communication on the Atlantic Arc, with 

a view to analyse the possibilities offered by an Integrated Maritime Strategy.  

Autumn 2010. Outlining the urban dimension of the Atlantic Arc 

Following on from the indications of the Council, the Commission, through the DG MARE, invited those 

with an involvement in the Atlantic to present their contributions to the Communication undergoing 

preparation. Bearing in mind the San Sebastián Charter, the CAAC presented an extensive analysis of 

the problems facing Atlantic cities, focusing on the following principles:  

1) Defend the idea of the gate compared to the peripheries 

2) Build upon ongoing experiences 

3) Define a model of integrated development and multi-level governance 

2010 has been a very special year for the Atlantic 

Arc. On the 17th and 18th of June 2010, the Atlantic 

Arc Cities Conference and the Atlantic Arc 

Commission held their General Assembly in 

Rennes, France, marking the twentieth anniversary 

of the AAC and the tenth anniversary of the 

CAAC, demonstrating not only the close 

relationship between the two organisations and 

their members, but also the importance of 

cooperation between cities and regions within a 

space which can be seen as a macro-region 
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Winter 2010-2011: The cohesion policy debate  

 

Within the framework of the activities undertaken by CECICN (the Conference of European Cross-

Border and Interregional City Networks), the network presided over by the CAAC under the direction 

of the mayor of Santiago, Xosé Antonio Sánchez Bugallo, Atlantic cities have been able to pass on their 

concerns regarding the future of the cohesion policy to the President of the Committee of the Regions, 

Mercedes Bresso and Johannes Hahn, the Commissioner for Regional Policy. The Commissioner invited 

the network to take part in the Cohesion Forum which was held last January. Philippe Duron, the mayor 

of Caen and president of CAAC, addressed this session, stressing the importance not only of the role 

that cities play in cohesion policy, but also of the need for an Integrated Atlantic Arc Strategy. 

The CAAC also presented a Contribution to the conclusions of the Fifth Report on Cohesion Policy, 

which highlighted the fact that cohesion policy continued to be a concern for all European regions and 

that financial support should be increased and territorial and social dimensions reinforced. 

Spring 2011: The European Parliament supports the Atlantic Arc proposals 

On the 9th of March, the European Parliament asked the European Commission to implement an 

Integrated European Strategy for the Atlantic region in as short a time as possible; both from a 

perspective of an integrated maritime policy and territorial cohesion. The resolution, adopted by nearly 

600 votes, stresses that this strategy should have a bottom-up focus and include all European Atlantic 

regions including Macaronesia.   

The European Parliament is of the opinion that this strategy should be implemented from 2014 onwards 

and coordinated from within the next multi-annual financial framework, in conjunction with an action 

plan defined on a European level, requiring a list of structuring projects. MEPs believe that the internal 

and external dimensions of this strategy will have to implement an allocation of existing EU funds based 

on priorities shared by the Atlantic stakeholders.  
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ACTION PLAN 2009 - 2011 

Purpose Courses of action 2010 - 2011 

1. Strengthening the network 

� Approval of CAAC Statute  

� In-depth analysis of the network structure: Working Group within the Strategy and Coordination Commission 

� Improvements to procedures regarding the General Secretariat 

� Implementation of a Business Plan  

� Links to other urban and theme-based networks: RETE, CVPP, UDITE, UBC, Medcités, the Forum of Adriatic and Ionian Cities, 
MOT, Energie-Cités etc. 

� CECICN: Presidency of the Conference of European Cross-Border and Interregional City Networks 

� Executive Bureaux in Caen (December 2010), Cardiff (April 2011) and the General Assembly of Niort (June 2011) 

2. Facilitate the exchange 

of experiences and knowledge 

The Attractive and Cohesive Cities Commission: 

� Tourism Working Group 

� Women Entrepreneurs Working Group (ongoing) 

� The Know Cities Project: the knowledge economy 

� The IMAGINAATLANTICA Project: image innovation 

The Sustainable Urban Development Commission: 

� The Climate Change Working Group 

� Urban Mobility Working Group 

� Port City Working Group (ongoing) 

� The ANATOLE Project: local economy  

� The PORTONOVO Project: port water quality 

Strategy and Coordination Commission:  

� The TONETA Project: urban networks in the Atlantic Arc 

� Monitoring of European calls for proposals and support for candidates 
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3. Assessment of sustainable Atlantic 

urban development 

� Collaboration with the Climaatlantic project: Sustainable Development in the Atlantic Arc 

� Collaboration with the LC FACIL: Implementation of the Leipzig Charter and the Sustainable European Urban Development 
referential 

4. Implementation of political strategy 

� Participation in the seminar examining the urban dimension of the Cohesion Policy (European Parliament, September 2010) 

� Participation in Open Days (October 2010) 

� Contribution to the Integrated Atlantic Arc Strategy (November 2010) 

� Meeting with the president of the Committee of the Regions and the Commissioner for Regional Policy (December 2010) 

� Contribution and active participation in the Cohesion Policy Forum (January 2011) 

� Meeting with Commissioner Barnier's cabinet (February 2011) 

� Collaboration with the European Parliament in its Resolution on the Atlantic Arc, approved in March 2011 

� Meeting with DG Regio (Dirk Ahner) in May 2011 

� Drawing up of a document on the urban dimension of macro-regions (May 2011) 

� Participation meetings with the Director's Committee of the CPMR and the Atlantic Arc Commission Coordination Committee 

5. Seek contact 

with citizens 

� Celtic Port Cities Seminar (Lorient, August 2010) 

� Port Water Quality and Governance Seminar (Cherbourg, February 2011) 

� Port Cities and Waterfronts Seminar (Santander, April 2011) 

� Safer Seas Seminar (Brest, May 2011) 

� Publications relating to CAAC: Ciudad Sostenible, Ouest France, El Correo Gallego, Portus (print) and Portus Plus (online), 
Fundación Luis Vives, Anuario de Organizaciones Internacionales, MOT, CVPP, Eixo Atlantico (in preparation)… 

� New website and new Communication Plan 

� Newsletters: December, February and June 

6. Implement an 

 Atlantic exchange model 

� Participation in the "Atlantic Area" programme's Monitoring Committee 

� Document on the links between CAAC cities, other cities and Atlantic networks 

� Contacts with Portsmouth, Dublin, C.U. Bordeaux, Aveiro, Guimarães, Exeter, Wigan, Huelva Provincial Govermnment, 
Alençon, Galway 

and Cornwall.  

 


