
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

CAAC Contribution on EU’s Communication 

on the Atlantic Arc  

February 2011 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities 

 10, rue des Dames 35000 RENNES (France) 

Email: generalsecretariat@atlanticcities.eu 

Web : http://www.atlanticities.eu 
 

mailto:generalsecretariat@atlanticcities.eu


 
Page 1 sur 5 

 

Atlantic stakeholders welcome the publication of the Communication of the European 

Commission on a Maritime strategy for the Atlantic region. It meets a strong requirement 

issued by the dynamic cities and territories of the Atlantic façade to see their proactive 

approach to development recognized and supported. 

 

The Conference of Atlantic Arc cities sees itself reflected on the main themes targeted by the  

Communication, and it intends, in a bottom-up approach,  to get hold of moments thus 

offered through the Atlantic Forums which will be put in place; in order to clarify the 

ambitions and lines of action that are susceptible of mobilizing the sectoral policies of the EU 

for the period 2014-2020. 

 

In the view of this Communication and the preparation of the Atlantic Forum, CAAC wishes 

to reaffirm: 

 

• the maritime strategy should represent a step towards a more ambitious project for 

all the Atlantic Arc. Territorial integration is a priority which is defined by the 

geographical framework, where the cities share a set of characteristics and 

opportunities but also development constraints militating for concerted action. 

Therefore, the significance of the debate on macro-regions must not be minimized, 

nor be treated as independent of this initiative. 

• the concept of "gateway of Western Europe" should be preferred to that of 

periphery, notion which strongly sets this region. Knowing that trade is done mainly 

by sea, the Atlantic Arc holds a specific economic position in Europe that must be 

supported. Modern goods and passenger transport infrastructures are therefore 

essential to the maintenance of the trade of Europe abroad. The development of the 

network must be thought on environmental issues and thus focus on the densification 

of the rail network. 

• the major role played by towns and cities, especially maritime, in the development 

of the territories and the need to associate them, alongside the Member States and the 

regions, in the design, implementation and evaluation of strategies and policies; 

 

Main thematic axes emerge from the communication of the strategy at the Lisbon 

Conference. It is clear that the integrated strategy for the Atlantic region must focus on 

maritime activity and the management of the coastline. The development of this sector is a 

strong economic challenge for the Atlantic region through the port and logistics activities, 

fishing, nautism and tourism. Similarly, this region faces the environmental issue of the 

conservation of the coastal landscapes, of the biodiversity of these natural spaces through a 

controlled development. 

 

However, the European Commission should quickly specify the method of taking account of 

the proposals of the Atlantic territory stakeholders in the Forum 2012. One of the objectives 

should be to clarify a number of points such as: 

 

• governance, implementation and support for the proposed actions 

• support for projects related to the revision of the trans-European network for 

transport (TEN - T). 

• an action plan concerning Atlantic urban issues 

• strategic and global support to port development 
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Strategic Dimension*:  
 

Consistent with the principle of territorial cohesion, now elevated to the rank of the basic 

goals of the EU, an European integrated, cross-cutting and territorial approach for the 

Atlantic region is paramount to ensure better governance, to raise the stakes of this area and 

to realize the ambition of a polycentric development of EU. It is important to remind the 

particular geographical situation of this region both periphery and gateway to Europe and 

characterized by its ocean front. These two major characteristics alone warrant the need to 

design a development policy that is both specific and adapted to a functional definition of 

Atlantic Arc. This model should not be limited to economic development, but it must defend 

an integrated perspective based on innovation, attractivity, environmental excellence, energy 

efficiency, social cohesion and diversity, and cultural identity. 
 

Regarding the themes*, it is clear that the "maritime" dimension is the identity key of the 

territories of the Atlantic Arc and also a global issue of development in a context of systemic 

crisis. Then, both the valorisation and preservation of this exceptional environment represent 

actual potential of attractiveness, radiation, and expansion. 
 

Also, innovation and support for excellence sectors are a growth lever, as identified in the 

EU 2020 strategy. Strongly supporting a full immersion in knowledge economy and society, 

CAAC recalls the need to promote research and development, and the support of true 

regional poles of excellence working on Atlantic Arc assets. 
 

Proposals on transport networks must take into account the specific nature of the Atlantic 

urban mesh to prevent an “archipelago” effect of the fact of a "standard" application of the 

concept of metropolitan areas. To ensure territorial cohesion and equity of access, the plan of 

the TEN - T must aim to promote the secondary connections with (accessibility) and between 

(contactability) the Atlantic cities, true nodes of connections, in a "hub and spokes" design of 

the territory. 
 

Similarly, in an integrated perspective, the Atlantic strategy cannot not do without actions in 

such areas as the fight against climate change or the preservation of the local economy 

through short delivery systems. Moreover, social cohesion in this strategy should not be 

limited to employment and training, especially when the countries of the Atlantic are among 

the most affected by the economic crisis. As a pillar of sustainable development, a 

comprehensive social program should accompany the strategy. 
 

This integrated perspective must have as a purpose the development of a network consisting 

of multiple actors, the promotion new systems such as clusters, and interaction between 

different levels of governance. This partnership and multilevel governance must feed on 

complementary and diverse expertise from all agents. A European strategy for the Atlantic 

Arc must be based on a model that includes a bottom-up perspective, to assess local 

resources and that exercises real subsidiarity, based on a comparative analysis which is both 

transferable and demonstrative. 

 

The key role of Cities **: 
 

A major feature of this Atlantic region lies in its territorial structure. Indeed, it has the 

particularity to be composed mainly of medium-sized cities distributed fairly evenly 

throughout the Atlantic region. A few exceptions apart, such as Dublin or Lisbon, this 

Atlantic region has no metropolis polarizing all of the activities and concentrating a large 
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part of the population. This structure provides a balanced distribution of the constraints and 

opportunities related to the concentration of activities and men on all the territories. 

 

In 2008, before that the recession became a reality, the cities of Atlantic have prepared the 

Charter of San Sebastian, which reflects the urban challenges of the region and proposes 

common initiatives, by presenting the green economy as an alternative. In this document, the 

Atlantic cities proposed common means and resources to conciliate the economic 

competitiveness of cities and their environmental sustainability. 

 

The cities of the Atlantic façade are marked by a geographic situation in withdrawal of the 

large exchange networks and continental decision centres (lack of accessibility) and a lack of 

communication links between them (lack of contactability). Also, to remain attractive, they 

are permanently required to confront and to ensure the relevance and validity of their 

choices and strategic orientations of development. It is at the peripheries and the interfaces 

that, against the difficulties, the collective intelligence is built. 

 

Local authorities are directly related to the economic development of the territories, to 

resource management and spatial planning. It is essential to emphasize the importance of the 

economic diversification of Atlantic cities, as well as the strengthening of their metropolitan, 

including maritime and port, functions. Similarly, the spatial use for the purposes of 

building and transport has been made for more than fifty years mainly at the expense of 

agricultural land and coastal areas. Atlantic urban development, particularly on the coast or 

on the rurban vicinity, must consider in priority opportunities for the reuse of space and 

deserted buildings. They are in effect: 

 to preserve the green and blue spaces; 

 to reduce the pressure on the most sensitive areas; 

 to contribute to the regeneration of the natural heritage. 

 to densify downtowns by building cities around themselves. 

 

Atlantic coastal territories and port cities are, by nature, open to the world and gateway of 

the European Union. At the time of globalization, it is a discriminating asset rebalancing our 

relative eccentric situation in a strictly continental approach. Promoting the port becomes an 

important factor of attractiveness and development. In the current context of globalization 

of trade (90% by sea), the Atlantic façade is lagging behind its partners in the North of 

Europe, without referring to the ports of Asia or North America. Obviously, it results that 

there may not be a European strategy of sustainable development on the Atlantic Arc 

without efficient port cities, which cooperate between them and that participate in the 

development of the hinterland. 

 

The Atlantic strategy must also position itself on two strategic axes: 

 cooperation among the port places and with the hinterlands, to develop the 

continental doors and the major transport corridors, (motorways of the sea, River and 

land transportation, rail carts) 

 the promotion of strategic infrastructure 

 

CAAC welcomes the proposal of creating Local Action Groups, related to the strategy. For 

citizens, cities are the primary point of contact with European policies. To define a European 

strategy for the Atlantic Arc, it is necessary to strengthen the consciousness of belonging to a 

European space in a urban application of the principle of subsidiarity. Coordinated by cities, 

ALAG (Atlantic Local Action Groups) must be representative of Atlantic civil society and 
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ensure a bottom-up perspective in the strategy; and therefore they cannot be limited to social 

acceptation issues. 

 

Out of these findings, the Atlantic region development strategy must incorporate a more 

territorial approach. It should focus on organizing relations between coastal areas and inland 

areas and promote relations between the medium urban poles to maintain the existing 

cohesion between those territories and to propose the balanced and sustainable development 

of the region. The Atlantic region must organize its development around the flows and 

networks that define its structure by: 

 

 developing passenger transport network between the medium urban poles 

 articulation with the hinterlands for better accessibility of ports which facilitates the 

flux, 

 supporting complementary offers on tourism, urban planning (housing, activities) 

and services to limit the pressure on the coast 

 developing the research and knowledge on issues related to biodiversity, to the 

seafront, and to economic activities (specially nautism) relying on the academic 

centres present in this region 

 managing landscapes and biodiversity across the territories 

 

Thus, the Atlantic strategy should develop on the recognition of local authorities as true 

partners in a dynamic process of construction and implementation. 

 

 

 

* The strategic dimension and the thematic priorities from an Atlantic Urban prospective can be 

consulted in CAAC’s response to the Consultation in the Atlantic Area.  

 

** For a deeper analysis of cities’ role, please consult CAAC’s Policy Position on the Urban Dimension 

of Macro-Regions   
 

http://www.atlanticcities.eu/images/pdf/contributions/arcat/arcaten.pdf
http://www.atlanticcities.eu/images/pdf/eventos/ag11/urbandim.pdf
http://www.atlanticcities.eu/images/pdf/eventos/ag11/urbandim.pdf

