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Contribution of the CAAC to the EC draft 

of regulations on cohesion policy 

Project. 14/03/2012 
(subject to validation of the Executive Bureau of 

19/04/2012) 

1. From the 5th report to the draft regulations: some observations 

This network would like to emphasize the impact of the current economic situation on the local 

authorities in Europe, notably those located in the Atlantic area. While the demands of the 

population to urban governments are becoming increasingly important, the problems of cash-flow 

and the reduction of income are stifling to municipalities. In many cases, even the everyday costs 

are insurmountable. The EU and the Member States, therefore, should join in pursuit of an 

ambitious cohesion policy to ensure a fair application of the principle of subsidiarity 

implementation. Given the special impact of the crisis in the territories of the Atlantic, the CAAC 

wants to express its concern both with regard to the reduction in the ceiling for allocation, and for 

the chosen reference period (2006-2008), as none of them seem to take sufficiently into account the 

effects of the crisis. 

In this context, some points of this regulation have drawn the particular attention of the Atlantic 

Arc Cities of the Atlantic that: 

• Welcomes the proposal of a cohesion policy which includes all regions. 

• Considers that the proposed thematic approach should integrate additional indicators to the 

GDP. 

• Recognizes the importance given to Territorial Cooperation, even if it is still necessary to deepen 

in the proposals. 

• Is concerned by the conditionality in the proposed terms. The conditions could weigh 

significantly on regional and local authorities 

• Particularly welcomes the recognition of the urban dimension 

2. A more ambitious multilevel governance: 

The Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities wants to highlight: 

• The agreement on the need for common frameworks and clearer rules for the various funds 

• The need to include all levels of government (including local) and civil society in the Partnership 

Contracts (and the European semester) 

• Its concern as regards conditionality: 

-Ex ante: can be a barrier to entry, especially for the middle and small cities 

-Impact: can create an artificial distinction and overlap with the evaluation 

-Macro: funds linked to the stability pact penalize the territories 

• The need for deeper coordination between levels of Government, but also among funds, 

programmes and projects. 
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3. Understanding the efficiency of Cohesion Policy 

The Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities highlights the need for: 

• A proposal for a financial framework (budget) understandable and ambitious 

• A simplification understood as reducing the number of levels of control and the improvement of 

the management of projects. 

• A need to rationalize the funding through realistic developments, financial facilities and a 

unique rule of N+3, and where investment funds are complementary and non-compulsory. 

• An efficiency that is measured not only in economic benefits and set by an assessment local- 

based (bottom-up) 

• The importance of the three pillars of sustainable development before the thematic concentration 

proposed. Each territory should be allowed a real choice for its development. 

• Concerning "Connecting Europe", CAAC recognizes the importance of a higher scale on 

transport networks and energy, but the following questions are raised: 

-The role to be played by peripheral territories 

-The overlap of the initiative with the macro-regions 

-Setting a precedent for transfer of funds from cohesion to sectoral programmes 

4. Territorial cooperation: strengthening Europe as a common project 

The Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities considers that: 

• The role given by the Lisbon Treaty to the Territorial cohesion should be declined not only in all 

territories, but also in all European policies. 

• Territorial cooperation shapes the European added value, especially if brought from local 

experiences. 

• It must include all interested parties 

• The proposed increase in dedicated funds should be maintained 

• A transnational dimension enabling coherence between territories and between programs at 

cross-border, transnational and interregional level should be ensured. 

• In conclusion, macro-regional strategies appear as the most useful tool for integrated territorial 

development. 

5. Urban dimension: 

The Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities wants to express that: 

• Local authorities are key to find synergies, but their role is not sufficiently recognized in 

European policies and programmes 

• The Reference Framework for Sustainable Cities must be extended and earmarked in the EU2020 

strategy 

• Cities must be directly associated with the governance of Cohesion 

• Integrated urban regeneration should not be limited to major metropolis 

• Geographic specific features must be also taken into account: seaside, rurbanity, frontiers… and 

an approach based on clusters must be encouraged 

• The provision of quality public services must be fostered without artificial limits on public 

procurement. 
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6. The Atlantic Strategy 

As mentioned above, the Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities considers the macro-regional strategy 

as the ideal option of territorial development. The implementation of the Atlantic strategy must be 

based on the macro-regional pillar and therefore should not be confined to the maritime 

dimension, but also include a territorial pillar. This strategy must be defined consistently with the 

future of the cohesion policy, translating proposals such as: 

- -An analysis of the Atlantic Arc that takes into account its particular characteristics and 

potential, made from the contribution of the territories and that serves to adapt the 

thematic approach 

- The importance of the territorial cooperation as basis of synergies and for cohesion, 

territorial but also social and economic  

- -The active inclusion of all levels of Government and civil society, in a coordinated manner 

- -The necessary complementarity between funds, programmes and projects, both structural 

and sectoral 

- A simplified approach, to rationalize funding and bureaucracy, looking for an efficiency 

that is not only measured in economic terms 

- -An urban dimension which is adapted to the specific characteristics of the Atlantic Cities 

 


