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1. General Observations 

An integrated, cross-cutting and territorial European approach in the Atlantic region is paramount 

to ensure better governance, to highlight the challenges in this area and to realize the ambition of 

the polycentric development of the EU. The CAAC would like to emphasize that the Atlantic 

strategy should not be restricted to maritime affairs, but envisage a Macro-Regional strategy. The 

hue is essential, as it focuses on the need for an integrated development which comprises all the 

territories. This strategy must be defined consistently with the future of the cohesion policy, 

translating proposals such as: 

 The importance of territorial cooperation, as a key to fulfill the principles of cohesion in the 

three dimensions enshrined by the Lisbon Treaty.  

 A comprehensive analysis of the Atlantic Arc that takes into account its particular 

characteristics and potential, made from the contribution of the territories and that serves 

to adapt the thematic approach 

 The active and coordinated inclusion of all levels of gouvernance, giving local authorities 

the place they deserve.  

 An urban dimension which is adapted to the specific characteristics of the Atlantic Cities 

 The necessary complementarity between funds, programmes and projects, both structural 

and sectoral, completed by a rationalization of funding and bureaucracy, looking for an 

efficiency that is not only measured in economic terms. 

 

The Atlantic Strategy should be mainstreamed on the Partnership Contracts and the various 

operational programmes, as advanced by the Common Strategic Framework. In order to enhance 

the territorial dimension and the macro-regional approach, the Action Plan should ensure the 

consistency of the priorities of the strategy with the topics proposed for the 2014-2020 cohesion 

policy and the principles that govern it, as simplification, partnership, coordination and 

integration, equality, sustainable development, urban dimension, etc. 

 

The evenness between the different integrated approaches of the common strategic framework 

(participatory local development, integrated territorial investment, integrated operations, joint 

action plans) and the macro-regional strategy (which aims to earmark different instruments as an 

over-arching goal), should be considered to prevent the dispersion of initiatives. 

 

The Action Plan should not be a finite instrument, but thought for the long term, to follow-up the 

entire process, through flexibility and continuous evaluation. The established consultation 

mechanism (the Atlantic Forum) should be kept at least until 2014 and integrate more actively and 

permanently local authorities and other actors who are not currently members of the Steering 

Committee.  
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2. A more urban approach 

In an Atlantic context marked by the crisis, the measures proposed must point to a balanced 

development of the territories as whole, avoiding artificial differentiation.  The definition of the 

Atlantic Strategy and its Action Plan should reflect the development strategies identified by the 

Atlantic territories, allowing for a real participation of cities. There are also additional topics which 

would enhance both the territorial dimension and the macro-regional approach, rooted on the 

local challenges such as: 

 'The urban dimension' as an engine for growth in the EU. This dimension should be 

recognized in the Atlantic strategy, as Atlantic cities, mostly medium-sized, constitute 

essential poles for sustainable and cohesive development. 

 On Transport, the strategy should not be limited to improve the connection of the Atlantic 

territory with the European Centre (accessibility) but to improve the same between Atlantic 

regions and cities (contactability) and within the Atlantic urban nuclei (mobility), in order 

to ensure the efficiency and the capillarity of the transport network. Special attention has to 

be paid to port infrastructure and port cities, so as to ensure smooth flows and local 

ownership, willing for an Atlantic Arc which is open to the world and the gateway of 

Western Europe.  

 As for the eco-systemic approach, it seems difficult to aim for resilience when the territory 

is not considered as a whole. The interactions inside the regions, the human intervention 

and the concentration of population should be taken into account. The strategy should 

aspire to protect the entire biodiversity of the Atlantic Area, setting sights on fragile 

environments such as rivers, estuaries, bays and forests; as they gather several endangered 

species and are key features of the Atlantic identity, attractivity and prosperity.  

 Concerning the carbon foot print, initiatives like the Covenant of Mayors or the San 

Sebastian Charter have pinpointed the role of cities in the fight against climate change. 

Atlantic Cities’ exemplarity in this field has been recognized twice by the Green Capital 

award, adding up to good practices for all Europe. Thus, so as to achieve an effective 

reduction of emissions, it is essential to support the efforts of local authorities.  

 The knowledge economy: research and development, innovation in the field of science and 

the public-private partnerships are key to promote transfers of technology and local 

governance of knowledge. Recognizing the opportunity of specialization in the marine 

field, Atlantic Arc cities have guided its production apparatus to products and services that 

require a high added value in all the domains outstanding in the EU2020 strategy and the 

requirements of the "smart specialization". 

 “Economy of proximity” (short delivery chains): based on the direct exchange between 

producers and consumers in the same territory. When it is managed by cities, it strengthens 

not only the local economy, but food security, biodiversity and agricultural and fisheries 

sectors’ employment 

 The social and cultural dimension: the Commission communication on the Atlantic Arc 

limited social development to Maritime Affairs and the training for employment. This issue 

should be treated more ambitiously, in terms of solidarity and welfare. Likewise, the 

“attractivity” of the Atlantic territories should lean in their cultural identity and the 

promotion of their heritage. 
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 Citizens’ participation: the communication of the Commission mentioned the establishment 

of "Local Action Groups", whose activity and implementation are still pending. The setting 

of these Groups has to be carefully defined and may be supported by local authorities, 

which have the experience through programmes like URBACT, FARNET, LEADER and 

Europe for Citizens. 

 The external dimension: the relationship with other macro-regional strategies and 

international cooperation of the European Atlantic territories with their neighbors on the 

other shore must be considered, given the great potential that present these initiatives. 

Participation and ownership of the strategy by the ultraperipheral regions and cities is a 

binding condition.  

 

Please consult the appendix for the translation of these ideas into action. 

 
 

 

Even if some issues have been already pinpointed on the diverse contributions, we may say that an 

European strategy for the Atlantic Arc must be based on a model which includes a perspective 

from the bottom - up, to assess local resources and to implement a real subsidiarity, based on a 

comparative analysis that is transferable and demonstrative. As far as cooperation is concerned, it 

should be also taken into account that the Atlantic Arc is characterized by long transnational and 

cross-border structured cooperation from various networks of regions, cities, universities and 

social actors; that also cooperate transversally. It should be noted that these networks are 

initiatives born of the political will and the joint effort of the Atlantic Arc territories, and thus 

should not be ignored when setting up the Atlantic Strategy. 

As reflected in position documents of Atlantic stakeholders and in line with the analysis made by 

the Commission of the Baltic strategy (March 2012), the macro-regional strategy should lead to a 

true ownership of the same by the sub-levels of gouvernance, i.e., local and regional authorities, on 

an equal footing. This point should be clarified in the proposals of the European institutions. 
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Identification of priorities and action lines on the strategy of the Atlantic (added CCAA in blue):  

(2 pages) 

 

Priorities:   Themes / action lines Compatible EU 

funds 

Projects to capitalize on 

Urban 

Dimension 
 Articulation solidarity 

/attractiveness 

 Unbalanced development (Local 

- transnational) Polycentric city  

 Participatory local development 

and Local Action Groups 

 City-port and City-University 

relations 

 

 URBACT 

 Urban 

dimension in 

Cohesion? 

 Europe for 

citizens 

 ESF 

 ERDF 

 LC-FACIL 

 KNOW CITIES 

 ANATOLE 

 START 

 DORNA 

 Atlantic Citizenship 

 

Gouvernance 
  

 Multi-level governance, with 

real inclusion of cities 

 Ownership of the strategy: cities 

as focal point 

 Participation of Local 

Authorities in the Atlantic 

Forum/ Steering Committee 

 Enhancement of 

institutional 

capacities 

(cohesion) 

 Erasmus for 

elected 

representatives 

 LC-FACIL 

 AAPUBLICSERV 

 Baltic and Danube 

Strategies 

  

Implementing 

the 

ecosystem 

approach in 

the Atlantic 

area, 

 Interactions inside the regions 

(Link land-sea) 

 Human intervention 

 Concentration of population 

  Fragile environments: Estuaries, 

Rivers, Forests Endangered 

species 

 MSP and Coastal risks 

 Sustainable distribution of soil 

 

 LIFE + 

 Horizon 2020 

 ERDF 

 Centers for recovery and 

interpretation of 

biodiversity  

 MAIA,  

 ANCORIM 

 Bay contracts 

 PORTONOVO 

 REVITA 

 FAME 

 ASAP 

 ECOSAL 

Reducing 

Europe's 

carbon 

footprint, 

 Accesibility, contactability and 

mobility 

 Motorways of the sea and 

adequate port infrastructure 

 Land-sea interfaces and efficient 

multi-modal transport 

 Renewable (sea) energies 

 Green fuel & shipbuilding 

 Climate Urban Plans 

 Energy-saving planning and 

building 

 LIFE + 

 Horizon 2020 

 ERDF 

 CIP 

 Marco Polo? 

 Intelligent 

Energy 

 RTE-T 

 CLIMAATLANTIC, 

TONETA,  

 San Sebastian Charter, 

Covenant of Mayors+ 

Plan Climat+ Agenda 21,  

 WG Climate Change, 

SITE,  

 START,  

PARKATLANTIC 

 CASCADE 
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Priorities:   Themes / action lines Compatible EU 

funds 

Projects to capitalize on 

Sustainable 

exploitation 

of Atlantic 

seafloor's 

natural 

resources 

 Valorization of research 

functions in the urban area, port 

cities and University  

 ERDF 

 Life + 

 Horizon 2020 

 Brittany: Agro - regional 

feed algae project 

 Saint NazaireIUT Nantes: 

production of microalgae, 

semi-industrial scale 

 SHAREBIOTECH 

Responding 

to threats and 

emergencies, 

 Valorization and major 

functions of command of 

intervention and research  

 Rescue at sea 

 Observation, monitoring and 

navigational technologies 

 Fight pollution 

 ERDF 

 Life + 

 Horizon 2020 

 Conférence Safer Seas 

 Vigisat 2nde génération 

 ARCOPOL 

 PRESTIGE 

 EROCIPS 

Developing 

socially 

inclusive 

growth. 

 Knowledge Economy 

 Economy of Proximity 

 Solidarity and welfare 

 Culture, heritage and creativity 

 Simplify financial efficiency 

 Logistics (port) 

 Entrepreneurship: maintain 

operations (support for SMEs 

and one-stop shop: macro-

region)  

 Participation of private sector 

(Chambers of Commerce) 

 Social housing 

 URBACT 

 Urban 

dimension in 

Cohesion? 

 Europe for 

citizens 

 ESF 

 ERDF 

 Creative Europe 

 

 KNOW CITIES 

 ANATOLE 

 RAFAEL 

 IMAGINAATLANTICA 

 INNOVATE 

 SPAA 

 ATLANTE 

 ATLANTIC-NET 

 CULTUR*AT 

 NEA 

 HERO 

 Quartier YELO 

  SUITE 

 FIN-URB-ACT 

External 

Dimension  
 Connecting macro-regions 

 Trans-Atlantic partnerships 

 Decentralized cooperation and 

aid 

 INTERACT 

 Horizon 2020 

 Creative Europe 

 Europe-Aid 

 Erasmus for All 

 Getting to know 

Europe 

 Baltic and Danube 

Strategies 

 CECICN 

 EURATLANTIC 

 Trans-Atlantic sister cities 

 Network of Innovating 

Maritime Territories 

(Mexique, Argentine, 

Québec, Brésil,…) 

 


