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1. Context and objectives 

Cities’ view on the Atlantic strategy 

Already in 2008, the Atlantic Cities decided a new course for their development, anticipating of the 

principles of the Europe 2020 strategy with the conception of the "Atlantic Charter of San Sebastian for a 

sustainable urban development: green, attractive and cohesive cities." This document also foresees the 

need for a macro-regional strategy for the Atlantic Arc, since its fifth chapter includes the proposal of 

closer cooperation and coordination in all this area. 

Since that time, in their various cooperation initiatives and their daily mobilization before the European 

institutions, the Conference of the Atlantic Arc Cities (CAAC) has assumed the defense of a European 

plan for the Atlantic Arc ("the strategy") that coordinates public and private resources in pursuit of more 

efficient and ambitious development dynamics. Dynamics that depend on the direct and meaningful 

participation of the Atlantic cities. 

In this process, key meetings are to be reminded, such as the meeting with the Spanish Presidency of the 

European Union in September 2009, the Common General Assembly of Atlantic Cities and Regions of 

2010 or the fact that three out of the five cities that have hosted the Atlantic Forum are members of the 

CAAC. The evolution of the proposals of the Atlantic cities is reflected in the documents issued by the 

Conference as the “Contribution on EU’s Communication”, the "Elements for a urban vision of Atlantic 

cooperation", the "Guidelines for a strategy for the Atlantic Arc" written in common with regions or the 

"Opinion of the cities on the Atlantic Arc strategy", among other documents that can be consulted on 

CAAC website. 

The European dimension of the Atlantic strategy: 
 

The proposal for an integrated strategy for the Atlantic Arc has been built-in by various European 

institutions. Following the decision of the European Council on June 17, 2010, where it invites the 

European Commission to examine the opportunity of such a strategy, all the EU bodies have spoken out 

in favor of the Atlantic strategy, and they have requested it to be completed by a significant territorial 

dimension. Notably, the European Parliament in its March 2011 resolution, which precedes the 

Commission communication of November of that same year. Similarly, the cities feel recognized in 

subsequent European reports, such as the opinion of the European Economic Committee and Social of 

May 2012, the resolution of the European Parliament of September of 2012 or the opinion of the 

Committee of the regions of October 2012. 

In line with these documents and negotiations under way for the 2014-2020 period, the CCAA believes 

that a integrated, cross-cutting and territorial European approach in the Atlantic region is paramount to 

ensure better governance, to highlight the challenges in this area and to realize the ambition of the 

polycentric development of the EU. The CAAC would like to emphasize that the Atlantic strategy 

should not be restricted to maritime affairs, but envisage a complete Macro-Regional strategy. The hue is 

essential, as it focuses on the need for an integrated development which comprises all the territories. 

This strategy must be defined consistently with the future of the cohesion policy, translating proposals 

such as: 

 The importance of territorial cooperation, as a key to fulfill the principles of cohesion in the 

three dimensions enshrined by the Lisbon Treaty.  

 A comprehensive analysis of the Atlantic Arc that takes into account its particular characteristics 

and potential, made from the contribution of the territories and that serves to adapt the thematic 

approach, orientating the smart specialisation 

http://www.atlanticcities.eu/images/pdf/cartas/ssen.pdf
http://www.atlanticcities.eu/images/pdf/cartas/ssen.pdf
http://www.atlanticcities.eu/images/pdf/contributions/arcat/safen.pdf
http://www.atlanticcities.eu/images/pdf/contributions/arcat/urbancen.pdf
http://www.atlanticcities.eu/images/pdf/contributions/arcat/urbancen.pdf
http://www.atlanticcities.eu/images/pdf/contributions/arcat/guidelines.pdf
http://www.atlanticcities.eu/images/pdf/contributions/arcat/arcaten.pdf
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 The active and coordinated inclusion of all levels of governance, giving local authorities the 

place they deserve.  

 An urban dimension which is adapted to the specific characteristics of the Atlantic Cities 

 The necessary complementarity between funds, programmes and projects, both structural and 

sectoral, completed by a rationalization of funding and bureaucracy, looking for an efficiency 

that is not only measured in economic terms. 

 

As advanced by the Common Strategic Framework, the Atlantic Strategy should be mainstreamed on 

the Partnership Contracts and the various operational programmes. In order to enhance the territorial 

dimension and the macro-regional approach, the Action Plan should ensure the consistency of the 

priorities of the strategy with the topics proposed for the 2014-2020 cohesion policy and the principles 

that govern it, as simplification, partnership, coordination and integration, equality, sustainable 

development, urban dimension, etc. 

 

The evenness between the different integrated approaches of the Common Strategic Framework 

(participatory local development, integrated territorial investment, integrated operations, joint action 

plans) and the macro-regional strategy (which aims to earmark different instruments as an over-arching 

goal), should be considered to prevent the dispersion of initiatives. 

 

2. A more urban approach 
In an Atlantic context marked by the crisis, the measures proposed must point to a balanced 

development of the territories as whole, avoiding artificial differentiation.  The definition of the Atlantic 

Strategy and its Action Plan should reflect the development strategies identified by the Atlantic 

territories, allowing for a real participation of cities. There are also additional topics which would 

enhance both the territorial dimension and the macro-regional approach, rooted on the local challenges 

such as: 

 The urban dimension as an engine for growth in the EU. This dimension should be recognized 

in the Atlantic strategy, as Atlantic cities, mostly medium-sized, constitute essential poles for 

sustainable and cohesive development. 

 On Transport, the strategy should not be limited to improve the connection of the Atlantic 

territory with the European Centre (accessibility) but to improve the same between Atlantic 

regions and cities (contactability) and within the Atlantic urban nuclei (mobility), in order to 

ensure the efficiency and the capillarity of the transport network.  

 Special attention has to be paid to port infrastructure and port cities, so as to ensure smooth 

flows and local ownership, willing for an Atlantic Arc which is open to the world and the 

gateway of Western Europe. CAAC also supports the recognition of an 11th Atlantic corridor , 

ensuring the sustainability of the concept of motorways of the sea. 

 Maritime safety and security, despite the continuous improvement facilitated by technological 

developments in the field of navigation, monitoring and control, remain a key challenge for our 

Atlantic territories. 

 As for the eco-systemic approach, it seems difficult to aim for resilience when the territory is 

not considered as a whole. The interactions inside the regions, the human intervention and the 

concentration of population should be taken into account.  
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 The strategy should aspire to protect the entire biodiversity of the Atlantic Area, setting sights 

on fragile environments such as rivers, estuaries, bays and forests; as they gather several 

endangered species and are key features of the Atlantic identity, attractivity and prosperity.  

 Concerning the carbon foot print, initiatives like the Covenant of Mayors or the San Sebastian 

Charter have pinpointed the role of cities in the fight against climate change. Atlantic Cities’ 

exemplarity in this field has been recognized twice by the Green Capital award, adding up to 

good practices for all Europe. Thus, so as to achieve an effective reduction of emissions, it is 

essential to support the efforts of local authorities.  

 The knowledge economy: research and development, innovation in the field of science and the 

public-private partnerships are keys to promote transfers of technology and local governance of 

knowledge. Recognizing the opportunity of specialization in the marine field, Atlantic Arc cities 

have guided its production apparatus to products and services that require a high added value in 

all the domains outstanding in the EU2020 strategy and the requirements of the "smart 

specialization". 

 “Economy of proximity”(short delivery chains): based on the direct exchange between producers 

and consumers in the same territory. When it is managed by cities, it strengthens not only the 

local economy, but food security, biodiversity and agricultural and fisheries sectors’ employment 

 The social and cultural dimension: the Commission communication on the Atlantic Arc limited 

social development to Maritime Affairs and the training for employment. This issue should be 

treated more ambitiously, in terms of solidarity and welfare.  

 Likewise, the “attractivity” of the Atlantic territories should lean in their cultural identity and 

the promotion of their heritage. Thus, both the sustainable tourism and cross-cutting activities 

as nautism, represent real added value for the Atlantic.  

 Citizens’ participation: the communication of the Commission mentioned the establishment of 

"Local Action Groups", whose activity and implementation are still pending. The setting of these 

Groups has to be carefully defined and may be supported by local authorities, which have the 

experience through programmes like URBACT, FARNET, LEADER and Europe for Citizens. 

 The external dimension: the relationship with other macro-regional strategies and international 

cooperation of the European Atlantic territories with their neighbors on the other shore must be 

considered, given the great potential that present these initiatives. Participation and ownership of 

the strategy by the ultraperipheral regions and cities is a binding condition.  

 

Please consult the appendix for the translation of these ideas into action. 

 

Conclusions: Adding-up to the Action Plan 
 

Both the Atlantic Forum meetings and reports mentioned above, as this same synthesis document share 

a single objective: contribute to the Action Plan, which will define the instruments and development 

priorities of the Atlantic Arc beginning in 2014, combining various European programmes with public 

and private funding. 

The Action Plan should not be a finite instrument, but thought for the long term, to follow-up the entire 

process, through flexibility and continuous evaluation. The established consultation mechanism (the 

Atlantic Forum) should be kept at least until 2014 and integrate more actively and permanently local 

authorities and other actors who are not currently members of the Steering Committee. 
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Even if some issues have been already pinpointed on the diverse contributions, we may say that an 

European strategy for the Atlantic Arc must be based on a model which includes a perspective from the 

bottom - up, to assess local resources and to implement a real subsidiarity, based on a comparative 

analysis that is transferable and demonstrative.  

As reflected in position documents of Atlantic stakeholders and in line with the analysis made by the 

Commission of the Baltic strategy (March 2012), the macro-regional strategy should lead to a true 

ownership of the same by the sub-levels of governance, i.e., local and regional authorities, on an equal 

footing. This point should be clarified in the proposals of an Action Plan. 

As far as cooperation is concerned, it should be also taken into account that the Atlantic Arc is 

characterized by long transnational and cross-border structured cooperation from various networks of 

regions, cities, universities and social actors; that also cooperate transversally. It should be noted that 

these networks are initiatives born of the political will and the joint effort of the Atlantic Arc territories, 

and thus should not be ignored when setting up the Atlantic Strategy. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Identification of priorities and action lines on the strategy of the Atlantic (added CCAA in blue):  (2 pages) 

 

Priorities:   Themes / action lines Compatible EU funds Projects to capitalize on PROPOSALS FOR THE 

ACTION PLAN 

Urban Dimension  Articulation solidarity /attractiveness 

 Unbalanced development (Local - 

transnational) Polycentric city  

 Participatory local development and Local 

Action Groups 

 City-port and City-University relations 

 URBACT 

 Urban dimension in 

Cohesion? 

 Europe for citizens 

 ESF 

 ERDF 

 LC-FACIL 

 KNOW CITIES 

 ANATOLE 

 START 

 DORNA 

 Atlantic Citizenship 

 Flagship project on 

Atlantic Cities as engines 

for growth 

Gouvernance  Multi-level governance, with real inclusion of 

cities 

 Ownership of the strategy: cities as focal point 

 Participation of Local Authorities in the 

Atlantic Forum/ Steering Committee 

 Enhancement of 

institutional capacities 

(cohesion) 

 Erasmus for elected 

representatives 

 LC-FACIL 

 AAPUBLICSERV 

 Baltic and Danube 

Strategies 

  

 Governance of the 

Strategy: Multi-level 

 Platform of Atlantic 

Networks 

 Creation of Local Action 

Groups: Atlantic 

Citizenship 

Implementing the 

ecosystem approach 

in the Atlantic area, 

 Interactions inside the regions (Link land-sea) 

 Human intervention 

 Concentration of population 

  Fragile environments: Estuaries, Rivers, 

Forests 

 Endangered and invasive species 

 MSP and Coastal risks 

 Sustainable distribution of soil 

 

 LIFE + 

 Horizon 2020 

 ERDF 

 Centers for recovery and 

interpretation of 

biodiversity  

 MAIA, ANCORIM 

 Bay contracts 

 PORTONOVO 

 REVITA 

 FAME,  ASAP 

 ECOSAL 

 Flagship project 

Observatory of Atlantic 

eco-system 

 Flagship project on 

Human Interaction with 

Climate 

Reducing Europe's 

carbon footprint, 
 Accesibility, contactability and mobility 

 Motorways of the sea and adequate port 

infrastructure 

 Land-sea interfaces and efficient multi-modal 

transport 

 Renewable (sea) energies 

 Green fuel & shipbuilding 

 Climate Urban Plans 

 Energy-saving planning and building 

 LIFE + 

 Horizon 2020 

 ERDF 

 CIP 

 Marco Polo? 

 Intelligent Energy 

 RTE-T 

 CLIMAATLANTIC, 

TONETA,  

 San Sebastian Charter, 

Covenant of Mayors+ 

Plan Climat+ Agenda 21,  

 WG Climate Change, 

SITE, START,  

PARKATLANTIC 

 CASCADE 

 Atlantic Corridors: MoS , 

SSS, ports and 

infrastructures 

 Flagship project on 

Atlantic Contactability 

 Flagship project on 

Human Interaction with 

Climate 
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Priorities:   Themes / action lines Compatible EU funds Projects to capitalize on PROPOSALS FOR THE 

ACTION PLAN 

Sustainable exploitation 

of Atlantic seafloor's 

natural resources 

 Valorization of research functions in the 

urban area, port cities and University  

 Clustering of activities: transnational 

Campus of excellence 

 ERDF 

 Life + 

 Horizon 2020 

 Brittany: Agro - regional 

feed algae project 

 Saint Nazaire IUT 

Nantes: production of 

microalgae, semi-

industrial scale 

 SHAREBIOTECH 

 Include local authorities 

direct participation in the 

actions of rescue, 

networks and 

observatories 

 

Responding to threats 

and emergencies, 
 Valorization and major functions of 

command of intervention and research  

 Rescue at sea 

 Observation, monitoring and navigational 

technologies 

 Fight pollution and waste 

 ERDF 

 Life + 

 Horizon 2020 

 Conférence Safer Seas 

 Vigisat 2nde génération 

 ARCOPOL 

 PRESTIGE 

 EROCIPS 

Developing socially 

inclusive growth. 
 Knowledge Economy 

 Economy of Proximity 

 Solidarity and welfare 

 Culture, heritage and creativity 

 Simplify financial efficiency 

 Logistics (port) 

 Entrepreneurship: maintain operations 

(support for SMEs and one-stop shop: 

macro-region)  

 Participation of private sector (Chambers 

of Commerce) 

 Social housing 

 URBACT 

 Urban dimension in 

Cohesion? 

 Europe for citizens 

 ESF 

 ERDF 

 Creative Europe 

 

 KNOW CITIES 

 ANATOLE / RAFAEL 

 IMAGINAATLANTICA 

 INNOVATE 

 ATLANTE 

 ATLANTIC-NET 

 CULTUR*AT 

 NEA, SPAA 

 Quartier YELO 

  SUITE : HERO 

 FIN-URB-ACT 

 

 Flagship project on 

Atlantic 

Entrepreneurship and the 

New Economy (Creative 

Territories, Blue Growth, 

etc…) 

 Flagship project on 

Atlantic Identity and 

Heritage 

 Flagship project on 

sustainable tourism: 

cruises and land-sea 

routes, nautism 

External Dimension   Connecting macro-regions 

 Trans-Atlantic partnerships 

 Decentralized cooperation and aid 

 INTERACT 

 Horizon 2020 

 Creative Europe 

 Europe-Aid 

 Erasmus for All 

 Getting to know 

Europe 

 Baltic and Danube 

Strategies 

 CECICN 

 EURATLANTIC 

 Trans-Atlantic sister 

cities 

 Network of Innovating 

Maritime Territories 

 Flagship project on 

Transatlantic Networking 

of territories 

 External dimension 

considered in all actions 



 
 

 

Conference 

of  Atlantic Arc Cities 

The Atlantic urban forum   

«Thus, we, Mayors of Atlantic cities, hope that the first Conference of Atlantic Arc 

Cities, to be held in Rennes, 6 and 7 July 2000, be an opportunity to score by a strong 

and visible signal, our mobilisation, our desire to give our relationship a new impulse 

and our resolution to forge together, for mutual benefit, the future of the Atlantic Arc» 

Call to the first Conference- April 2000 

 

The Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities, formed in 2000 at the initiative of Mr Edmond Hervé, then Mayor 

of Rennes, currently has more than 30 cities and urban networks of the European Atlantic seaboard. This 

network works with different institutions, to promote the role of cities in Europe and to highlight the 

specificity of the Atlantic Arc. The presidency is currently held by Mr Philippe Duron, Mayor of Caen 

and MP for Calvados. 

A structure of coordination and representation, the CAAC provides a tangible mechanism that creates 

synergies between different actions at local and transnational level. To improve their attractiveness, 

networking offers the opportunity for cities to complete a critical mass that gradually increase their 

visibility and influence. The CAAC intends to become the urban forum of reference for the Atlantic Arc 

through the promotion of a model for green, attractive and cohesive cities. 

A COMMON IDENTITY, SHARED CHALLENGES 

Atlantic Arc Cities have to answer to common challenges in economic, social, cultural or environmental 

terms: 

 A peripheral location within an enlarged Europe; 

 The maritime dimension: opportunity for economic development and ecological challenge; 

 An urban framework set up by a majority of medium-sized cities; 

 A common cultural heritage. 

Faced with the specificities of the Atlantic area, the CAAC is taking action to promote the territorial 

cohesion principle, for the recognition of the vital role of cities and to establish a common and urban 

response to economic, social and environmental issues.  

 
 

 
 

 


