
 

Rules of procedure for the Atlantic City of the 

year contest 

 

 

Since its creation in 2000, the Conference of the Atlantic Arc Cities (CAAC) understands the 

promotion and defence of the interests of the Atlantic Cities as its mission. 

In recent years, the Atlantic Cities have applied for and/or received different prices for their 

urban strategies: Capital of Culture, Green Capital, Accessible City, Nations in Bloom, 

Humanity Heritage, Regeneration of the coastal cities... This enormous potential has 

however still not been exploited at the Atlantic level with a recognition that enhances the 

Atlantic model of urban development and promotes the attractiveness and reputation of the 

Atlantic cities. 

To preserve this model, CAAC works to achieve the recognition at European level of this 

model, described in the Charter of San Sebastián, signed in 2008 by the Atlantic mayors. 

Accordingly, the General Assembly of the CAAC, in October 2012, found it wise to create the 

'Atlantic City of the year' contest, to promote the interest and cooperation of the Atlantic 

cities, bringing them a visibility and recognition via a label of Atlantic urban development as 

the Charter of San Sebastián. 

  

2. Contest Atlantic City of the year 

CAAC members propose to create a competition under the following terms: 

- The contest will be annual. Every year the General Assembly will appoint the Atlantic 

City for the following year, as from General Assembly of July 3, 2013 at Saint Nazaire, 

for the year 2014. 

- Applications will be sent to a jury composed of Atlantic personalities, which will 

assess the consistency with the principles and the guidelines of the Charter of San 

Sebastián. 

- The winning city engages as 'Atlantic City of the year', so as to give an Atlantic 

dimension to the initiatives set out in its proposal for an Action Plan. Similarly, this 

action plan should include the Organization of a "Atlantic Day” on 6 and 7 July (day 

of the Foundation of the CAAC) or as near as possible. 

In addition to these terms and conditions, applications must meet the following criteria: 

- Be filed by cities and towns located in the European Atlantic Arc. The Atlantic cities 

from other continents will participate under a special mention. 



- -The application must reflect how the urban policies of the city contribute to the 

fulfilment of the guidelines of the Charter of San Sebastián declined in its five 

chapters. These will be also accompanied by an Action Plan to celebrate the Atlantic 

year in the city and a communication plan. 

- The participating cities will take note of the Charter of San Sebastián. Where 

appropriate, and to benefit from the support of the CAAC General Secretariat, the 

winning City will be invited to join the network of the Atlantic cities as laid down in 

the statutes of CAAC. 

 

- The winning town will have to ratify an Agreement with the General Secretariat of 

CAAC, engaging to carry out the actions set out in the application, to use CAAC logo 

when promoting activities and to submit an annual report of activities and their 

impacts. The team in charge of developing the Atlantic Year can rely on the advice of 

the CAAC General Secretariat. 

- The winning town will receive a diploma, which will be given to the Mayor during 

the gala dinner of the General Assembly the previous year. Furthermore, the 

Secretariat-General of CAAC is committed to promoting good practices of the 

winning city at European level and to provide a privileged space in its 

communication tools, documents and meetings. 

 

Evaluation criteria: 

- Consistency of the proposal, the number of organisations involved and the quality of 

the proposed team 

- Excellence in the implementation of the guidelines of the Charter of San Sebastián 

from an innovative perspective. 

- The importance of the proposed activities, as well as their organization and content. 

- The impact of the Action Plan in the short, medium and long term and its 

reproductibility 


