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The Atlantic Cities: drivers of European growth 

Europe and its territories are living a turbulent time: the Euro-crisis, the failure 

of Member States bring forward some questions that do seem to find other 

response than austerity policies. States, regions, cities, civil society and citizens 

have been so confronted to doubt and to difficulties that we are driven to 

rethink the role of each stakeholder and the sense of working together.  

In this context, our cities and Atlantic territories have a significant expertise and 

potential. Both from the coast and from the land, the Atlantic Arc has always 

defended, and continues to do so, cooperation as an essential tool to trace the 

bad weather and bring sustainable development strategies to a good port.  

As has been repeated in various position papers of the Conference of Atlantic 

Arc Cities, the Atlantic cities perceive this multidimensional crisis as an 

opportunity. Our cities have taken up the Jules Verne motto saying "everything a 

man can imagine, other men will make it true." 

Thus, for fourteen years, the Atlantic cities have imagined together a strategy of 

sustainable urban development based on fundamental values such as solidarity, 

respect for the environment, territorial cohesion and citizen’s participation. A 

strategy founded on geographical, historical and culture identity.  

The solutions to the questions that strike Europe reside on the closest level to 

citizens, local authorities. In the Atlantic Arc, cities have realised how to 

design answers to the harshness of the crisis, and they want to disclose these 

answers with each other and with the rest of the continent, not only to continue 

its development but to enchant and meet again European citizens.  

The future European budget, based on efficiency, has the ambition to share 

these objectives. Thus, the Atlantic cities appraise the reduction in the number 

of sectoral programs as a significant novelty, as this would not only facilitate 

their participation in European projects, but also influence the alignment with 

urban policy and the translation of European idioms to daily language. 

However, efficiency should not be an excuse to cut the solidarity embodied in 

the budget. 

A solidarity blended in cohesion policy. In all three areas (social, economic and 

territorial) cohesion cannot be reduced to a buzzword, it has to be at the heart 

of the European project, both in the definition of policies and in the means to 

ensure their sustainability.  
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Earmarked by the Common Strategic Framework, the future cohesion policy 

must become the common thread between the different EU policies, among the 

territories of the continent and it should strengthen the connection with all the 

citizens. The Atlantic Arc Cities have noted with satisfaction the proposals that 

result in these targets, such as Integrated Territorial Investments and 

Community-Led Local Development and the mainstreaming of the urban 

dimension.  

In this sense, the Atlantic cities wish that the urban dimension would be 

better taken into account in the territorial cooperation strategies planned as 

from 2014, both in the Atlantic Area Operational Programme and in the 

Atlantic Maritime Strategy.  

The Operational Programme INTERREG Atlantic Area is currently being 

defined. The Atlantic Cities consider that this process should be based on 

engagement and that it should have all levels of governance involved. The 

wording of the program should be able to count on the opinion of the Atlantic 

cities, represented through the forum that they themselves have created, the 

Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities. Also, as it has been demonstrated in the 

applications submitted on the last call of the current program, issues such as 

cooperation between cities, ports and territories, knowledge clusters, the 

maritime sector, the creative economy and marine renewables, among others, 

must be central to the new programming.  

In this sense, being a result of the consensus of the Atlantic actors, the Atlantic 

Maritime Strategy should serve as a means of reaffirming multilevel 

governance in our geographic area, creating a platform that includes all 

involved stakeholders. In addition, the Atlantic Cities request that this strategy 

takes into account the essential link between land and sea and the territorial 

coherence necessary in planning, especially with respect to the transport 

system. 

In conclusion, the Atlantic cities propose a Europe built from the heart of their 

territory. 
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Annex 1: Analysis of operational programme Atlantic Area and action 

proposals 

CAAC Proposals 

1  Lobby at the European level, supported by the CECICN, to recognize the 

role of cities in territorial cooperation 

2.  Dialogue, through the Executive Bureau, with the Member States and the 

European Commission to incorporate the working group that will develop the 

next operational programme for the Atlantic Area. 
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Annex 2: Analysis of the Atlantic Strategy and action proposals 

 

 

CAAC Proposals  

1 Lobby at the national level by the Executive Bureau to include an "urban" perspective 

in the implementation of the Strategy Plan 

2 Lobby at national and European level to create an Atlantic strategy management 

platform to ensure multi-level governance and the participation of the Atlantic 

networks. 

3 Creating a platform of Atlantic networks 

 

 


