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Atlantic Cities: Beyond Gross National Product
Last October, on the occasion of the celebration
of the Committee of Regions, the Report on
"Evaluating progress beyond GNP" was unanimously
approved. The document is of major importance for
regions and cities, especially those of the Atlantic area,
and its spokesperson was the President of the
principality of Asturias, Mr. Vicente Álvarez Areces.
There is increasing dissatisfaction with the use that is
made of the GNP as an indicator to measure economic
growth, because it clearly does not adjust to present
day reality. In this regard, organisations as solvent as
the OECD have already stated that the GNP is simply
an indicator of production and not of the wellbeing of
the population that receives that production. The GNP
does not reflect the effect of the factors that affect the
environment or social issues of major importance and
which play a crucial role on the wellbeing of citizens;
therefore, the GNP does not reflect aspects of our
Atlantic reality that are as important as the impact of
urban concentration and rural depopulation.
The limitations of the GNP have become obvious and the European Commission has
already acknowledged them. Therefore, the time has come to impulse the presence of new
indicators in coherence with the priorities of Strategy 2020. Also, we are at a moment of
special importance for the group European of cities and regions, because the debate on
financial perspectives as of 2023 is in motion and it is here where the new indicators need
to be present. We must take into consideration their impact o the Structural Funds and on
the Cohesion Fund.
Due to all of the above, the Atlantic cities must join the different initiatives that
encourage the use of new indicators and that, in addition, are useful for the preparation of
new European budgets. Likewise, the Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities should rise to the
occasion and make its own voice be heard in favour of these initiatives that, no doubt, will
contribute to the development and cohesion of cities. We are up against a new challenge.
Paz Fernández Felgueroso
Vice
e-President of de la CAAC
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Mayoress of Gijón (Spain)
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New prospects for new measures: The Rennes Métropole barometer
As part of its Agenda 21, Rennes Métropole
has established a follow-up and control
system of its strategy for sustainable
development: the Baro'Métropole.
This tool has been constructed through a method of aggregation of indicators based
on the Human Development Index created by the UN, and will enable Rennes to:
• Supervise the application of the objectives of the community project,
• Provide information on the «sustainability» of the city's development,
• Identify the strengths and weaknesses of its territory and its evolutions
The Baro'Métropole is built around fifteen themes, each with two
types of information:
• The local specific indicators of Rennes;
• Indicators for the positioning of the territory with reference to
the data from eight comparable cities in France: Bordeaux,
Grenoble, Montpellier, Nantes, Rennes, Rouen, Strasbourg and
Toulouse.
Aviles is committed to socially responsible territories:
On 18 and 19 November, Aviles hosted the
RETOS (Network of Socially Responsible
Territories) meeting. This network collects
and implements on a national level the legacy
from the program EQUAL, with the aim of
uniting the different levels of administration
towards
a
common
cause:
social
responsibility.
The meeting's objectives were: to facilitate the exchange of experiences, good
practices and knowledge regarding social responsibility; analyse and propose
common work lines and enable the encounter of interest groups in the construction
of a territory that is socially responsible. For Aviles, it is a question of advancing
towards a model of sustainable development that enforces companies to favour the
social integration of disadvantaged groups, who bank on equality and
environmentally friendly development policies.
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The pulse of a city: San Sebastian Urban Observatory

The San Sebastian Urban Observatory carries out a permanent diagnosis of the situation of
the city, with the aim of guiding the city's decision-making process. Within a prospect of
integrated development, together with the most economic indicators, social and territorial
cohesion indicators have been included. Thus we can find information and measurements on
housing, electoral processes, social protection and dependency, environmental conscience,
water and waste, at different levels: neighbourhood, city, region and State.
It also carries out periodical estimations of a prospective nature on local economy and
produces indicators on the economic sectors considered emergent: renewable energies,
audiovisual industry, assistive technologies and Surf. It also offers indicators on the trade
sector, which has a major impact on the local economy. This Observatory offers a wide
perspective of the city and its evolution, providing access to the information to the agents
involved, and to citizens in general. The observatories and its indicators are a key tool in the
definition of the politics of the city of Donostia.
Safer Seas 2011: "Safer and Cleaner Seas"
Brest Metropole Oceane, in coordination with the
Technopôle Brest Iroise and with the support of the
«Pôle de compétitivité Mer», the International Maritime
Organisation, the European Union, the Bretagne
Region and the department of Finistère, will organise
the 3rd edition of Safer Seas from 10 to 13 May 2011,
an international event devoted to matters of maritime
protection and safety.
Following an evaluation of the policies implemented and designed since 2007, and the
technological advances produced in matters of maritime safety and protection, Safer Seas intends
to project itself together with its participants, especially through the issue of climate change.
Matters related to observation and knowledge of the marine medium, navigation aid, planning
and follow up of maritime transportation and the coastal environment, training and
professionalisation. Conferences and round tables will outline the contours of the ships of the
future (cleaner, more efficient and safer ships). Likewise, the opportunities and risks that
accompany the possibility of new navigation routes will be discussed and the port and sea-land
interactions of the future will be imagined. Finally, Safer Seas 2011 will dedicate a section to
sensitive matters regarding marine safety and the exchange of experiences between the different
parts of the world.
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Lisbon proposes future initiatives for solidary cities
On 26 November, within the framework of the «Local events of the Open Days 2010» a conference
titled «What future for Solidary Cities?» was held.
The initiative, promoted by the Lisbon and Tagus Valley (CCDR-LVT), titled Comissão de
Coordenação e Desenvolvimento Regional together with the Lisbon City Hall (CML), has brought
together a series of personalities (Members of the European Parliament, scholars and social
organizations and institutions), and its objective is to promote a debate on the importance of
citizenship and solidarity as key elements for social cohesion, which is necessary for the
consolidation of economic growth and competitivity of the Region of Lisbon and Tagus valley.
The objective is to defend solidarity as a determining element for the inclusive and exhaustive
management of the territory.
Among the main themes addressed were the need for a new agenda for the cohesion of the
European area, the governance of proximity as a social policy that is gaining force, and the
relationship between solidary cities and sustainable development.
As Manuel de Brito, Social Action Councillor for the Lisbon City Council mentioned, the policies
implemented must adapt to the people and the public. Likewise, other conclusions have been
reached, such as: the need to make cities more humanised, the acknowledgement of solidarity as
a duty among nations, the notion of common good and the need to avoid local concentration.

ATLANTIC SPACE PROJECTS: THE ROLE OF CITIES

Investir dans notre futur commun

This section deals with the progress of different projects
which the Atlantic cities participate in, and which are
cofinanced with the support of the European UnionFEDER and the Atlantic Area Program.

ANATOLE: Useful indicators for the economy of proximity

Projet N°2009-1/080
Priorité 4 – Objectif 1

The Anatole project is guided by the compromise with
quality and competitivity of our markets for the
development of the economy of proximity. Directed by
the Association of Chambers of Agriculture of the Atlantic Arc,
ANATOLE is a transnational initiative devoted to
promoting the exchange of experiences, intercultural
learning, and the creation of networks in the
development of the local markets for the primary sector.

Within the activities of the ANATOLE project, Itsasmendikoi S.A. (Training, Insertion
and Rural-Costal Development of the Basque Country Autonomous Community) has
presented a series of factors that can affect the implementation strategies of the
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economy of proximity. To facilitate this implementation from the point of view of
consumers, it is necessary to take into account their view of their rural setting and of the
local producers; and their importance within society. Identification with the local
productive sector can give way to a greater consumption of proximity. With regards to
product, there are two key elements: the aspect/image and the price. The idea of
«quality» and its relation to the price are determining factors. The notion of higher price
meaning higher quality is not accepted… but it is a factor that greatly contributes to
discriminating quality and non-quality products, either if it is excessive or if it is too
low. The factors that limit the acquisition of local products (fresh and seasonal) are their
«high» price and the lack of products in the usual shopping establishments.
Establishing a good governance of port waters: Portonovo and Cherbourg
Portonovo is a project whose objective is to define a methodology for the management
of the quality of water in port areas along the Atlantic Arc. Within the partnership, the
Urban Community of Cherbourg is in charge of the definition of the governance. Its
objective is to identify and put into perspective the regulations and methods used by
European ports to supervise and manage the quality of its waters. This Fall, with the
support of the CAAC, Cherbourg distributed a questionnaire to measure the different
factors in the management of port waters, such as the importance of the port, its
internal organisation, the different types of port authorities, quality methods, etc…
The results of this survey, as well as other points of view and best practices at local,
regional, national and European level will be presented in Cherbourg on 10 February.

List of cities and member networks
A Coruña

Cork

Las Palmas de Gran Canaria

AIRE 198 (Angoulême La Rochelle,

Coventry

Limoges

Niort, Poitiers)

Donostia - San Sebastián

Lisbon

Angers

Dos Hermanas

Nantes Métropole

Avilés

Eurocité Basque Bayonne-San
Sebastián (Network of French &

Porto

Brest Métropole Océane
Caen

Spanish cities)

Cap l’Orient

Faro

Cardiff

Figueira da Foz

Cherbourg

Gijón

Chester

Jerez de la Frontera

Rennes et Rennes Métropole
Saint-Nazaire
Santander
Santiago de Compostela
Sevilla
Vigo

Contact:
Tamara Guirao-Espiñeira
Conférence des Villes de l’Arc Atlantique - 6, rue Saint-Martin - 35700 RENNES (France)
http://www.atlanticcities.eu - E-mail: aacities@gmail.com
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