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The Urban Dimension of the Atlantic Strategy 

 

The cities and their local authorities are experiencing a period both difficult and 

strategic: 

-Difficult, because agglomerations are faced with an economic and social 

crisis of extreme gravity that has, consequently, increased distrust of the 

populations with respect to European policies. 

-Strategic, because we are in the last months of negotiation of European 

programming. 

The CAAC considers as essential the strengthening of cohesion policy. The 

cities, in contact with the citizens, concentrate the greatest social difficulties and 

are the lever of economic activity (three quarters of the investment). Having the 

potential to boost growth and the European economy, they provide sustainable 

reponses to the crisis. 
 

1. A full and inclusive European multilevel governance 

As the direct application of the subsidiarity principle, multi-level governance is 

a fundamental element of the European integration. Multi-level governance 

requires that the institutional acknowledgement becomes operational, so as to 

grabt cities an actual action capacity, including them as full partners  

 Thus, the Conference of Atlantic Arc Cities supports the proposal of 

the Committee of the Regions establishing a Multilevel governance 

Charter for the XXI Century 

So, Atlantic Cities request simplified procedures and initiatives aiming at 

capacity-building, in order to facilitate full integration of all governance levels 

in EU procedures. Similarly, multi-level governance cannot be restricted to the 

existing structures. Instead, before complex situations, flexible structures that 

promote participation both of the citizens (Local Action Group) as well as the 

territories (the networks) should be fostered. 

Cohesion policy, an essential instrument 

This European multi-level governance expresses its full potential within the 

cohesion policy. However, the Atlantic cities consider that the participation in 

this policy cannot be restricted to an advisory and testimonial presence but that 

must be translated into real subsidiarity, proximity and proportionality.  

http://cor.europa.eu/en/Pages/home.aspx
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Participation should focus on the design, the implementation, and the 

evaluation of policies towards a fully shared decision at all steps, especially in 

the Partnership Agreements, and the Monitoring Committees of Operational 

Programmes. 

The future of this policy depends on the relinquishment of a too restrictive 

conditionality, to promote a better simplification of the procedures and a real 

flexibility, both for the thematic selection and for implementation. Thus aiming 

to meet the practical needs of the territories in a delegated management.  

 Atlantic cities welcome the proposal establishing a European Code of 

Conduct on Partnership that highlights the need to combine 

multilevel governance and cohesion policy.  

Consistent with continuity logic, the Atlantic cities wish to express their 

disagreement with the proposals that limit their role in the multi-level 

governance. The ambitions and the potential of Atlantic Cities do not find 

sufficient resonance in the ERDF 'urban' envelope of 5%. Similarly, Atlantic 

cities manifest their disagreement with the urban development platform and its 

possible declination in a variable geometry of the ERDF to the cities. This 

platform is irrelevant, since it replaces artificially not only the URBACT 

programme, but also cooperation initiatives raised by local authorities 

themselves: the urban networks, which represent the engines for synergies and 

the natural depositaries of the will of local authorities.  

 

2. The Urban Dimension of the Atlantic Strategy 

 

Given that the Common Strategic Framework underlines the inherent relation 

between the macro-regional perspective and cohesion policy, Atlantic cities 

consider that the Atlantic Strategy and the Action Plan must be fully territorial 

(and not only maritime), respect multi-level governance requirements and take 

into account a real urban dimension. To this end, the Atlantic Strategy shall 

recognize the major role played by local authorities in the development of the 

Atlantic Area, as well as strengthen the following dimensions:  

 

 Urban sustainable development : promoting measures that combine 

attractiveness and solidarity by enhancing polycentric territories and 

cities as well as a participative local development. The connections 

city-port and city-university must be strengthened. Atlantic Cities 

represent essential poles of sustainable development.  
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 Multilevel governance, with the full inclusion of the cities so as to 

allow them to take ownership of the strategy and become its focal 

points. Therefore, Atlantic cities must participate directly at the 

Steering Committee of the Atlantic Forum.  

 The external dimension supports cooperation and connection 

between macro-regions and the enhancement of transatlantic 

associations. Participation and ownership of the strategy by the 

ultraperipheral regions and cities is a binding condition. 

On the implications of the five objectives proposed in the Communication of the 

Commission on the Strategy, the Atlantic cities want to highlight the following 

topics:  

 On transport, the strategy should not be limited to improve the 

connection of the Atlantic territory with the European Centre 

(accessibility) but to improve the same between Atlantic regions and 

cities (contactability) and within the Atlantic urban nuclei (mobility), 

paying special attention to major infrastructures as ports.   

 An eco-systemic approach must respect the criteria of resilience and 

continuity of the territories, taking into account, among others, key 

factors as biodiversity (sea and land), fragile environments, human 

footprint and demographic concentration.  

 On the carbon footprint, the Atlantic cities reaffirm the importance of 

the San Sebastian Charter and the role of cities in the fight against 

climate change.  

 A sustainable and inclusive growth must integrate fundamental tools 

as the knowledge economy, the economy of proximity. It must 

promote the preservation of the Atlantic heritage and identity. 

Similarly, social development cannot be restricted to maritime and 

employment priorities. This matter must be tackled by a 

comprehensive approach regarding citizen participation, solidarity 

and assistance.  

In the perspective of the multi-level governance, Atlantic cities consider that the 

Action Plan should not be finite instrument, but thought for the long term. 

Similarly, the Forum must follow up the entire process through flexibility and 

continuous evaluation. It should be kept at least until 2014 and integrate more 

actively and permanently local authorities and other actors. 

 


