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The Atlantic Cities Association (ACA) was created twenty years ago, in 2000, 

with the main aim of giving voice to the local authorities of the Atlantic Arc at 

European level. 

Indeed, by linking together all Atlantic Coast local representatives, efficient and 

effective common solutions could be achieved; so as to reach an innovative, 

sustainable and harmonised development within the Atlantic Arc, notably 

relevant in this period. 

So, building in the expertise of a long-lasting cooperation1 and enthused by the 

urgency of the crisis, Atlantic Cities wish today to remind the European 

Institutions, and notably the Council, the importance of the principles of 

subsidiarity, proportionality and cohesion. This new period should thus 

confirm an enhanced multi-level governance system that earmarks consistent 

instruments. In particular, Atlantic Cities wish to convey this vision concerning: 

the Atlantic Macro-Region (supported by a strong Atlantic Area programme 

and a structured by the Atlantic Corridor); a healthy, blue and cultural Leipzig 

Charter and a real cities’ ownership of the Urban Agenda. 

 
 

Future EU strategies should move towards: 

A consistent multi-level governance system 

Current proposals for the renewal of EU policies as from 2021 list a number of 

integrated systems. So as to avoid dispersion, Atlantic Cities would like to: 

1. Propose the European Commission including an integration roadmap 

explaining the links and bridges between all integrated approaches; 

namely the macro-regions, the ITI’s, the CLLD, the European Urban 

Initiative and the Leipzig Charter. 
 

 
 

1 Atlantic Cities Documents’ archive: https://atlanticcities.eu/en/documents/ 

https://atlanticcities.eu/en/documents/
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2. Suggest a similar approach to ensure consistency between the new 

objectives of urban and regional policy (especially RIS3), the Green 

Deal and the sustainable development goals of United Nations. 

3. Support the partnership principle by enhancing the European Code 

of conduct in order to get stakeholders involved in all stages of the 

European process, particularly the cities. 
 

An Atlantic macro-region 

The current crisis demonstrates the value of solidarity and enhanced 

cooperation between territories, notably of those linked by common societal, 

cultural and economic roots and specific challenges, such as the Atlantic. It also 

shows that challenges are not limited by borders, they are tackled across them. 

Therefore, Atlantic Cities would like to express: 

4. A call to the European Council, and in particular Portuguese (2021), 

French (2022) and Spanish (2023) presidencies, in order to confirm the 

Atlantic Macro-region as a solidarity and growth mechanism. 

5. A reminder of the importance of the Atlantic Maritime Strategy as 

first step and demonstration that the macro-regional approach is 

beneficial for the Atlantic territories. 

6. An offer to work together in the management of the Atlantic Macro- 

Region in a similar form as other territorial city networks2 and to 

share expertise, notably in the five priorities3 identified by Atlantic 

Cities. 

7. A call to cities and territories of non-EU countries (including UK 

territories from January 2021), bordering the Atlantic, to join the 

macro-regional initiative, so as to enhance it by abiding historical, 

social, cultural and economic links and hence contribute to enhance a 

cohesive territorial structure. 
 

  Structured by the Atlantic Corridor 

Transport infrastructure is the spine of territorial development, all flows are 

depending on it. In an integrated vision of the Atlantic Arc it seems therefore 

indispensable to include: 

8. A tangible extension of this corridor to Ireland, connecting the 

country with Western France, North of Spain and Portugal and thus 

to Europe’s mainstream. 
 

2 Adriatic and Ionian Cities’ network is part of the Secretariat of their macro-region 
3
 Blue Growth, Mobilities, Environment, Innovation and Equal Opportunities. 



3 

 

 

 

9. A capillarity approach, notably concerning the sea-land, the sea-rail 

and island’s connections, in order to ensure efficiency of the flows. 

10. Multimodality as a norm, pushing for synergies between transport 

modes and revitalizing the Motorways of the Sea. 

11. An efficient, person-tailored city-to-city rail network that allows 

reasonable travel time between the cities of the Atlantic Arc; 

acknowledging the night trains are a first departure in the right 

direction. The launching of this initiative must coincide with the 

European Year of Rail 2021. 
 

 

  Supported by the Atlantic Area programme 

A macro-region is both based in using existing EU funding and the interrelation 

of programmes, it is nonetheless crucial to remind the importance of the 

Atlantic Area programme for its territories. So, Atlantic Cities would wish to 

recall: 

12. The vision of the Atlantic Arc as a knowledge-based, connected, 

green and blue, inclusive and resilient economy; vision that should 

guide the definition of the programme. Again, Atlantic Cities offer 

their expertise to participate in the definition of the programme. 

13. The requirement to build upon the particular features of the Atlantic 

territory, but also upon its risks: peripherality, climate change, rising 

sea levels and storm-provoked floods. 

14. The importance of a better methodological alignment among 

INTERREG programmes, especially concerning management systems 

and rules of eligibility. 

15. The need to better support participants, both with a review of the role 

and profile of lead partners and an enhanced participation of 

associated partners and umbrella organisations. 

A healthy, blue and cultural Leipzig Charter 

Atlantic Cities welcome the revision process of the Leipzig Charter, 

acknowledging the relevance of its three dimensions (the just city, the green city 

and the productive city) that reflect three of the four pillars of sustainable 

development (social, environmental and economic dimensions). In this view, 

Atlantic Cities wish to contribute by: 

16. Suggesting the enhancement of the culture dimension, fourth pillar of 

sustainable development. Cultural and natural heritage compose key 
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values for cities’ development, they should not be treated only as a 

transversal. 

17. Proposing the adjunction of “blue” to the green dimension, as water 

is a paramount element of urban development and circular economy. 

Also, because river, coastal and port cities undergo particularly 

complex situations due to climate change. 

18.  Also, recommending the addition of “healthy” to the just dimension, 

as the current crisis and the rapid reactions of European mayors 

reveal a substantial need to tackle health issues and their effects at 

local level and thus to anticipate them inside the integrated approach. 

19.  Recalling that cities are not isolated points in the territory and 

therefore the charter should reflect the relations with other cities and 

territory levels in the corresponding spatial section. 

A real cities’ ownership of the Urban Agenda 

Atlantic Cities wish to acknowledge the progress made by the Urban Agenda 

and its 14 partnerships. Looking at the new period, they consider that these 

results should be capitalised and in order to do so, they suggest: 

20. In order to ensure balanced territorial development, that EU funding 

programmes must be easily accessible to small and middle size cities 

across the EU. 

21. A real translation of the Agenda in the multiannual financial 

framework and EU priorities, either with a specific program or with a 

clear alignment. 

22. In this sense, a clearer association between the Urban Agenda and the 

European Urban Initiative, including a dialogue framework4 with the 

EU institutions and bodies open to Partnerships, the Urban 

Development Network, and, in general, European Cities. 

23. As regards better regulation, that the current Partnerships of the 

European Agenda are applied formally in the programming of 

European policies and do not remain as "reports in a drawer". The 

example of the Migration partnership and its cooperation with DG 

Justice is to follow. 

24. An enhanced territorial dimension of the Agenda, with better 

inclusion of urban networks of territorial cooperation in dialogue 

bodies such as the Partnerships and the Advisory Council of the 

European Urban Initiative. 
 

4 The Dialogue Framework should go beyond the Cities Forum formula and provide for significant actions 

and resources for a true involvement of EU Cities of all sizes. 
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25. Also, an enhanced citizens’ dimension so the partnerships of the 

Urban Agenda may be reproduced at grassroots level, following the 

examples of Local Action Groups in ERDF, EAFRD and EMFF. 

26. The creation of a Blue partnership tackling the specific features of 

port cities and areas, and, in general, the blue economy 


