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Atlantic Cities Declaration for the recognition and consideration of  

the cross-border status of Atlantic cities 

Executive Board 4 May 2021 

 

Atlantic Cities, in a context where: 

The Brexit, whose socio-economic repercussions have yet to be assessed, is changing the 

territorial situation by setting new boundaries for Atlantic cooperation, 

the Action Plan 2.0 of the Atlantic Maritime Strategy lays down milestones for cooperation 

between Atlantic territories and covers countries whose cities are involved in the network,  

the new Multiannual Financial Framework, adopted in December 2020, together with the 

NextGeneration EU recovery instrument, opens up funding prospects, particularly in the 

framework of the REACT-EU initiative, which is specifically designed for cohesion and 

territories. 

Considering : 

the historical, commercial and cultural links that exist between Atlantic territories, 

the common challenges faced by these territories, despite administrative and state borders, 

the objective of territorial cohesion established by the Lisbon Treaty in 2007, 

the new ERDF regulation, 

the Atlantic Cities 2020 Final Declaration. 

Requests to the Portuguese Presidency, the European Parliament, the European 

Commission, the Committee of the Regions:  

to recognise the importance of the Atlantic maritime borders as vectors of linkage and 

interfaces of cooperation for Atlantic cities 

to consider Atlantic urban networks as fundamental instruments of cooperation, dialogue and 

growth, 

and that this be taken into account: 

 

1) in European policies, and in particular transport policy, with a revision of the TEN-T that 

allows for genuine recognition of the Atlantic Corridor: 

- by completing the missing rail links to the Atlantic ports, in particular to the tip of Brittany 

and the Brest-Roscoff port system, with a view to opening up western Brittany,  

- offering the opportunity to link Ireland to the Atlantic corridor, thanks to a connection to the 

nearest continental point, and via the motorways of the sea,  

- as well as proposing a CEF that is commensurate with these challenges, 
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2) in the future territorial cooperation programmes, such as INTERREG, which make it 

possible to link these borders through the synergies they create between territories 

3) in the recovery initiatives, notably the Brexit adjustment reserve, 

4) in the action plan of the Atlantic Maritime Strategy, which must integrate the effects of 

Brexit into the work of its pillars, 

5) by considering the opportunity to set up an Atlantic macro-region that would make it 

possible to transcend these borders by carrying out large-scale projects dealing with cross-

border issues such as the environment, fisheries and mobility. 


